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Key Statements

(1) The disciples of the Lord have the real presence of the Triune God
as their exceeding joy to make them persons who are "Jesusly
human,” those who are sweet, charming, and attractive to those
whom they contact, without any deception or hypocrisy.

@ The eternal life is the life of God with the divine nature, the Triune
God is the structure of the New Testament, and God is a God who
hides Himself—the hidden God.

(3) By our growth in the divine life in Christ as the living stone, we
are being transformed into precious stones; through the process
of transformation, the Triune God is being wrought into and
structured together with us to the praise of the glory of His grace
with which He graced us in the Beloved for us to become the New
Jerusalem as the conclusion of the entire Bible and the good news
to the entire universe.

(4) Christ is the Bridegroom, the church as the bride of Christ must be a
warrior to defeat God's enemy, and through spiritual warfare God's
eternal purpose is completely accomplished.



“O=ARENRA
42 B SR ETR

é§7ﬁ‘l——23‘467;g‘3——ﬁ‘4{3

AHEE A mAIFEm ¥ £ WE

7-6[5--23[467-7[5-3123][4°56
b A HBE AN B,Z TREREL E i)
7-2\1fff\1ff12\3-3 3453 2

B & Dk mMAE ® SR

1-163|5-———|6-616|551-|6051-2]

WRE W WEMHEZ BER WER &

2--12[3-34[5--32[1-167]|5-——1]

), = —#I3 B #H LHAWE W, W

6-7 1|55 1|65 1-2]1-———[1-——|

#EE BRM— R HE MW

13 2:5|3 32 1-][4-35[2-———|1:3
QRMMBEE EE B X TA E & f
|3 32 | 1—— | 467



12[3-3323[467776|5--23[48
M &,=—MR BEARMNE ', F5 RN
312 3[4-431[2--23]4-

" F

7.7 5- 2
WiE E —BF8 BHREKFE B

3 12|1--5|1-115|2--32]1-1 3|

e

.g‘gff

%, X BBAEW E BE E ER
~—-1|6:6 71|5-—-1|6 51
fr BRGB®R M1 ¥,

5
H F BBERMND KV

51111552223 2[1-113 3|
ff RAOBAFH BRAEN BEAEEN
5-5 1]6-6 6 7 1 |5-1-|6 1 7-1|
REgH AL ENSNF HF (FHNRE
i———]i--5]i1-15|2--32]i-1 3|
Fo @ H B BRF OB H HEH BF
5-—-11|6:671[5-51|651-2]2—-
H WA «U0ALR & MM EB R L;
5 51115 [2--32|1-1 1 3] 5-——
BE BRHNES & W XZHWE B

1]6-71|s5-1-|617-1[1i-———|1-———|

(SE&k B Tl

B % &k BT



#—H
=B
#2H
#v
5
#A
#H
N
% TR
A
#t—A
2+ =B

24 (—)

i AR
ITHE, B, il Bir
KT8 A G —AY 0 A E A
B Z—Ab 7R X BEEH . ARIER
oAy, B [aegAb

AR ET, AP, ey, B
K FfFARE KR

84 & 7

o

KT EBRAH L
FHINAEFARENER, £k, f
M AR T
NRALH L KBELOFHAGER
T Ao K2 AR
BRAEOAEAIRABEWGEE

RE. BHT. MBAKRT. EHF, K
BB I LMW E L
PR, ATy R
89 L

VA BAE 8% 2 55 WAP

Week 1:
Week 2:

Week 3:

Week 4:
Week 5:
Week 6:
Week 7:

Week 8:
Week 9:
Week 10:
Week 11:

Week 12:

The Believers (1)

Contents

Disciples, Believers, Saints, and Christians

The Eternal Life—the Life of God with the Divine Nature, the Triune God
Being the Structure of the Bible, and the Hidden God, a God Who Hides
Himself

The Wheat of Life, the Good Seed, the Salt of the Earth, the Light of the
World, and the Fishers of Men

Heirs of God
Living Stones and Sheep
Brothers of Christ as the Firstborn Son of God

Vessels of Mercy unto Honor and Glory, Grains of Wheat, and Branches
of the Vine

Knowing and Experiencing the All-inclusive Christ in Matthew
Pillars and Luminaries
Being Conformed to Christ's Death and Attaining to the Qut-resurrection

Stars, the Man-child, the Firstfruits, the Harvest, and Jasper and Other
Precious Stones

The Bridegroom, the Maturity of the Bride, and Being a Warrior to
Defeat God's Enemy
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Disciples, Believers, Saints, and Christians
Hymns: 535
H KB, ZA19, WEX14~16, KiT—

2, IRATM 16
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Scripture Reading: Matt. 5:1; 28:19; 2 Cor. 6:14-16; 1 Cor. 1:2; 1
Pet. 4:16

Matt. 5:1 And when He saw the crowds, He went up to the mountain. And after He sat down, His disciples
came to Him.

A 28:19  FTUMRMIEE, E7RERAITE, FRNZAR. F. 28 Matt. 28:19 Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of

%8,

MRS EE, TETRBER—5, EAX TR Aek?
X BREHATLARE?

FEABIE M 2R GHRTENAT LR L?

MEBABGRAT AR BARMNEEHNR, Huow iR,
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the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

2 Cor. 6:14 Do not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership do righteousness
and lawlessness have? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness?

2 Cor. 6:15 And what concord does Christ have with Belial? Or what part does a believer have with an
unbeliever?

2 Cor. 6:16 And what agreement does the temple of God have with idols? For we are the temple of the
living God, even as God said, "I will dwell among them and walk among them; and [ will be their
God, and they will be My people.”

1 Cor. 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, the
called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who
is theirs and ours:

BAr4:16 EEEZEERSE, HIEZEE, AEREZXAFAEN. 1 Pet. 4:16But if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this name.
[A— - -BA_] § Day 1 & Day 2

7 ZMNAELBEONH®K, LARNMLE, F#8 I We are disciples of Christ, those who are following and
EINAEIH®R G LR E Fﬁ% (AR — 4 learning Christ according to the reality that is in Jesus,
AFE AR, WRTHLALN) MFA which is the actual condition of the God-man living of Jesus
5 é’J/\ XRAELBEGEHEZ M, &F recorded in the four Gospels; this is to experience Christ
&&m £k AR A E A TR, R in His experiences so that we might become His organic

FAHEAR T HAKG S f’z mied e HF reproduction and duplication for Him to have a corporate
E MIRKEMAEL/RAERBE—RKELT, =N expression of Himself for His glory in the church and in the
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New Jerusalem—Matt. 5:1; 28:19; Eph. 4:20-24; 3:21; Isa.
43:7; Rev. 21:11:

A.We are being discipled from being a natural man to being a God-man,

living the divine life by denying our natural life according to the model of
Christ as the first God-man; this is to learn Christ and be taught in Him as
the reality is in Jesus, to be renewed in the spirit of our mind by the word
of God so that we may become a new and corporate God-man—Eph. 4:23;
Deut. 17:18-20:

1. "If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples; and you shall know the
truth, and the truth shall set you free"—]John 8:31-32, 36; 15:7.

2. By the prayerful reading of the Scriptures and by having an ear to hear what
the Spirit says to the churches through the ministry of the word, we are being
discipled by the Lord through being transformed by the renewing of our
mind—Eph. 6:17-18; Rev. 2:7; Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23.

3.For us to be renewed in our mind is to get rid of all the old concepts
concerning the things of the human life through receiving the new thoughts
of God by the teaching of the Holy Scriptures and the enlightening of the Holy
Spirit—Psa. 119:105, 130.

4.In order to be the Lord's disciples who are being saved in Christ Himself
as life to reign in life over Satan, sin, and death, we must be reconstituted
with the holy word of God so that we may be instructed, governed, ruled,
and controlled by the word of God—Rom. 5:10, 17; Deut. 17:18-20; 2 Tim.
3:15-17.

§ Day 3

B.To learn Christ is for us to be replaced with Christ by eating Christ;

the reality that is in Jesus (the God-man living of the individual
Jesus) becomes the reality of the Body of Christ (the God-man living

2026 June Semiannual Training - Outline - Week 1 - Page 2
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of the corporate Christ) by our eating Christ to enjoy Christ as our
supplying, energizing, empowering, and enabling supply, so that
we may choose and carry out the will of God for His glory in the
church—John 6:57; Isa. 7:14-15; John 17:4; Heb. 5:8; Phil. 2:8; John
6:63; Jer. 15:16; Heb. 4:16; Rom. 5:5, 17; 12:2; 2 Cor. 5:14; Eph.
3:20-21.

C. We are learning Christ by being awakened by Him morning by morning
so that we can have the ear and tongue of an instructed one to sustain the
weary with a word; as the Lord's disciples, His instructed ones, we should
rely on Him, trust in His name, and not generate our own light—Isa. 50:4-
5,10-11.

D.We are learning Christ as the One who is meek and lowly in heart, as
the One whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light, and as the One
who gives us Himself as rest (perfect peace and full satisfaction) for our
souls—Matt. 11:28-30.

E.We are learning Christ as our indwelling secret of sufficiency to
express God's attributes in Christ's human virtues, living Him for
His magnification in every kind of environment, situation, and
circumstance—Phil. 4:5-13.

F.We are learning Christ as the One who desires mercy according to His
loving and forgiving heart and His shepherding and seeking spirit—Matt.
9:12-13.

G. The disciples who followed the Lord for three and a half years saw what
He did, how He behaved, and how He spoke; the Spirit of life and of reality
who was breathed into them (John 20:22) would guide them into all the
reality of what they had observed of the Lord (16:13).

H.The Lord Jesus was a person living a human life in resurrection, not by
Himself but by another source, that is, His Father; when we live in our
humanity by another life, by the Christ who indwells us, this kind of living

2026 June Semiannual Training - Outline - Week 1 - Page 3



A, XA EFHERANRA L LB, makes us the Lord's genuine disciples.

L ZENRA Z— LR REERMNGKE R, I. The disciples of the Lord have the real presence of the Triune God as their
AT R A AR E CEREREBG AR BN, ik exceeding joy to make them persons who are "Jesusly human," those who
MPTiEfkE A E, A, RIAY, ZLEE are sweet, charming, and attractive to those whom they contact, without
KhE—K—23, #W@=4, T+wW17, kA any deception or hypocrisy—Matt. 1:23; Psa. 43:4; Rom. 14:17; Neh. 8:10;
10, ME— 25, @5, 8~9, RATW@ 15~ 16, Phil. 1:25; 4:5, 8-9; 1 Tim. 4:15-16.

+ BAEAFEOATI VRN, HREELAF AR L ] The followers of Christ were discipled through Christ's human living on
MAMAEE, EAMANRERE—BEEARTS the earth, as the model of a God-man—living God by denying Himself in
g ThmEMN; (HR19, 30; ) EHKAT humanity (John 5:19, 30), revolutionizing their concept concerning man
TRMNXTAGNE. (=10, —21 £, ) (Phil. 3:10; 1:21a).

+— “HAEZHKRE PR S AT EAHAT AN K"l was in the recovery observing how Brother Watchman Nee acted
FZ R RAEMRY LRI G—n, AR TH for eighteen years. All that I observed in him became things discipling
EMRNEGEY, 7 (FExLE- AW E me" (The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1994-1997, vol. 5, "The Vital
—RAEFFAM, EFhH, —O=W. ) Groups," p. 76).

[AM] § Day 4

AN ARMNAELBEEZWE®, LAFEMILTFHEH I We are believers in Christ, those who have life and live by
4 ﬂ;‘ﬁ A 4’/75:1%‘ &m FAE KA FE the faith of the Son of God; faith annuls us and causes us to
. 2 RAT, ﬂ.«l%%‘?ﬁ-é REIAEB—ARE S live God, to express God, and to minister God into people—2
14 ~16, $—17, k+—6, m=20: Cor. 6:14-16; Rom. 1:17; Heb. 11:6; Gal. 2:20:

— EEABEZNE/R (H=15~16) ©2MEEE  AThe believers in Christ (John 3:15-16) have been transferred from
TEARE, (Kal+tHR22, ) e2EAERA Adam into Christ (1 Cor. 15:22), they have been regenerated to be a
AEABEMIHE, MHKER17, ) AASELF new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), they are united with Christ in His

KT AEG T HMPELE, FHELERARN — eternal life, and they are joined to Christ to be one spirit with Him (1
R (AT 17) Cor. 6:17):

| BNTEAEENERELYERR  E—XHEH 1. As believers in Christ, we have been generated twice; we were generated the
RN BE—RBATHER A » BOVEHE first time to be the natural man, but one day we were regenerated to be born
Kz EEA—N=6~T- anew with the divine, eternal life—John 3:6-7.
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2.0ur second birth certificate of our spiritual birth is seen in Romans 8:16,
which says that the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are children of
God; our divine and mystical birth certificate is a double spirit, the Spirit with
our spirit, which has become one spirit with the Lord.

B. When man hears Christ, knows Him, appreciates Him, and treasures Him, He
causes faith to be generated in man, enabling man to believe in Him; thus,
He becomes the faith in man by which man believes in Him—Heb. 12:2.

C. Faith comes out of the hearing of the word; when we hear Christ and
contact Him as the living word of God in the written word of God, He
becomes the applied word as the Spirit dispensed into us to be our faith;
thus, God embodied in Christ and realized as the Spirit mingled with our
spirit is faith—Rom. 10:17; John 1:1; 5:39-40; 6:63.

D.The hearing of faith awakens our loving appreciation, and the more we
love the Lord, the more faith operates to bring us into the riches, the
profit, of the all-inclusive Spirit—Gal. 3:2, 5; 5:6.

E.Romans 12:3 says, "Not to think more highly of himself than he ought to
think, but to think so as to be sober-minded, as God has apportioned to
each a measure of faith":

1. To think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think without a sober
mind annuls the proper order of the Body life; God gave us the same faith
in quality but not in quantity; the matter of quantity depends upon how
we grow; if we grow today as the apostle Paul grew, the portion of faith we
receive will be greatly enlarged.

2.How much faith God apportions to us depends upon our attitude; if we are
not sober-minded (thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought to think,
not considering one another more excellent than ourselves, and thinking
that we are something when we are nothing), God would not increase His
apportioning of faith to us, and He probably would even decrease it—Phil.
2:2-3; Gal. 6:3; 1 Cor. 8:1-3.
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F. We believers live by faith in the following relationships with Christ:

1. Christ is the vine, and we are His branches—]John 15:1-8.
2. Christ is the Head, and we are His members—1 Cor. 12:27.

3. Christ is the breath of life, the water of life, and the bread of life, and we are
His breathers, eaters, and drinkers—John 20:22; 4:10, 14; 7:37-39a; 6:35, 51-
63, 68.

4. Christ is the Bridegroom, and we are His bride—3:29; Eph. 5:25-27; Rev.
19:7-9; 2 Cor. 11:2-3.

5. Christ is the Father of the orphans, and we are the orphans who have become
His children, enjoying His care and deliverance, which imply His rescue and
saving every day—John 14:18; Psa. 68:5-6; Isa. 9:6; 22:19-22; John 1:12-13;
14:10; Psa. 107:1-43; 110:4; Rev. 2:1, 7; Heb. 7:25; Rom. 5:10.

6. Christ is our Physician, and we are His patients, enjoying Him as our Healer
to be our forgiveness, enjoyment, joy, satisfaction, and freedom—Exo. 15:23-
26; Mark 2:1—3:6.

7. Christ is the light of the world, and we are His followers so that we may have
the light of life and be His diffuser to spread the divine light—]John 8:12; Matt.
5:14-16; Phil. 2:12-16; 1 John 1:5, 7, 9; Rev. 21:23.

§ Day 5

III. We are saints of God, those who have been separated and

made holy unto God—Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2, 30; cf. Num. 6:1-9:

A.We have been sanctified with His redeeming blood positionally—Heb.

13:12.

B. We are being sanctified with His holy nature dispositionally—2 Thes. 2:13;

Heb. 2:10-11; 1 Cor. 6:11; Eph. 5:26; 1 Thes. 5:23-24.

2026 June Semiannual Training - Outline - Week 1 - Page 6



26, MLAT A 23 ~ 24,
[A7<] § Day 6

H AMALE®, LAHFA, BLAFR—, IV. We are Christians, Christ-men, those who are one with
EHRBANGERE, ARERMNLEE Christ, having Christ as our bountifully supplying contents in
NOAE, FEDTAEEPEMN, FREF an organic union with Him to live Him for His magnification

AR k—#+—26, =528, HaTw 16, in our daily life—Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16; 1 Cor. 6:17;
WA~ 17, WEW7, HE—19 ~21 L. 2 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 1:19-21a:

— A B/ BAR, AR ARG ZS EH AN A The goal of being a Christian and the destiny that God has ordained for
TR, DREAMERR LT, FFEL us in His economy is for us to walk by the Spirit in order to live Christ for
B, EMEERE, AAFELILI—M0=20, & God's glory, His expression—Gal. 2:20; 5:16, 25; 6:17; Isa. 43:7; 1 Cor. 6:20;
16, 25, 17, RW=7, #A7> 20, + 31, 10:31.

Z HFANEBRARE A ZAEMNY EPTE 4R B.Every Christian on this earth has a special journey that the Lord has

BAZ, MEEBRGMGBAR, HEMFRGEL, assigned to him as a functioning member of Christ for the building up of
TARAEETEHE-NABERATA, THARRK His Body; he has to take the journey himself; no one else can replace him,
R, R R B RRAET A— =22, 25, 36, nor can he replace anyone else—Acts 13:22, 25, 36; 20:24; 1 Cor. 9:24;

—+24, HaTH24, +=14~22, REWT~8, 12:14-22; 2 Tim. 4:7-8.
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WEEK 1—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:9 And as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man sitting at
the tax office, called Matthew, and He said to him, Follow Me. And he rose
and followed Him.

11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

First, the believers are designated as disciples. The term disciples is often
used in the Gospels and in Acts, but it is not used at all in the Epistles...[In
Matthew 5:1], when Christ sat down on the mountain, His disciples, not
the crowds, came to Him to be His audience...The crowds that gathered
around Him were the outer circle, but His disciples were the inner circle.
These disciples were Jewish believers. However, when they were on the
mountain listening to the decree of the kingdom’s constitution, they were
representatives not of the Jewish people but of the New Testament believers.
In Matthew 28:19 the Lord Jesus told His disciples to go and disciple the
nations, that is, the Gentiles. This means that the nations would be converted
into disciples. Therefore, both the Jewish and Gentile believers are disciples.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1131)

Today's Reading

Disciples are those who follow Christ. In His ministry the Lord Jesus told
people to repent, for the kingdom of God has drawn near (Mark 1:15; Matt.
4:17). When some repented, or had an inclination to go with Him, He said to
them, “Follow Me” (Matt. 4:19; 9:9; 19:21; Luke 9:59).

Disciples are also those who learn of Christ. In Matthew 11:29 the Lord
Jesus said, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me.” Discipline is required
for both following Christ and learning of Him. We cannot follow Him or learn
of Him without being disciplined. We especially need to be disciplined in
order to learn of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1132)
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We are being discipled from being a natural man to being a God-man,
living the divine life by denying our natural life according to the model of
Christ as the first God-man (Matt. 28:19). The young people have come to
the full-time training not to be trained in the human understanding but to
be discipled in the divine understanding. While I am helping them to be
discipled, I am also being discipled day by day in many aspects to live the
divine life by denying my natural life.

We should live such a life according to the model of Christ as the first
God-man. When Christ was on this earth, He denied His natural life,
Himself. He said that whatever He spoke was not His word but the word
of the Father who sent Him (John 14:24). He never did anything out of
Himself (5:19, 30). He did everything out of and by the sending Father.
He was not the Sender but the sent One. He did not live Himself; instead,
He lived the Sender, the Father (6:57a). This is the model of the first God-
man.

There has never been such a man in all of human history...After God’s
incarnation there was a particular man on earth who was a God-man.
This God-man did not live His human life. Instead, He lived the divine life,
God Himself, by denying His human life. The Lord called some to follow
Him just to see how He lived so that He could show them the pattern of
a God-man. For three and a half years they saw and were discipled by
this pattern. In the church life we are also being discipled by the Lord.
The church life is a discipling life to disciple us from being a natural man
to being a God-man. God does not care whether you are a good man or
a bad man, because everything of your natural man, good or bad, must
go to the cross. All the natural persons should be discipled to the cross
because we have another person in us. We have another life and nature,
both divine, according to which we must live. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5,
“The Vital Groups,” pp. 88-89)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 105; Life-
study of Ephesians, msgs. 46—47; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital
Groups,’ chs. 2—4,6,10—11
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WEEK 1— DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

Eph. 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

We should not be fashioned according to this age. This means that we
should not be fashionable. Rather, we should be transformed by the renewing
of the mind...The renewing taught by the Scriptures is the renewing of the
mind; it is altogether a matter related to the mind. The mind is our mentality,
our philosophy, our religious concepts, our views concerning people and
things, etc. We need to be renewed mainly in our mind.

Ephesians 4:23 says, “Be renewed in the spirit of your mind.” The
preceding verse says to put off the old man (v. 22), the succeeding verse says
to put on the new man (v. 24)...The spirit of our mind is the regenerated
spirit mingled with the Spirit of God spreading into our mind to exercise
control over it. In this way our mind is renewed. Furthermore, Romans 8:6
says, “The mind set on the spirit is life and peace.” This also shows us the
importance of our mind. Our mind can be renewed only by our setting it on
the spirit. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Organic Aspect of God’s Salvation,”
p. 407)

Today's Reading

Not only so, the New Testament teaches us to have the mind in us which
was also in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5). This is equivalent to taking the mind
of Christ Jesus as our mind. By regeneration we have the life of God, by
sanctification we partake of the nature of God, and by renewing we have a
change in our mind.
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The way of renewing lies in prayer and in reading the Scriptures, because
for us to be renewed in our mind is for us to get rid of all our old concepts
concerning the things of the human life and be made new again by the
teaching of the Holy Scriptures and the enlightening of the Holy Spirit. When
you read the Bible and become familiar with it, the Holy Spirit will enlighten
you and guide you. When the Holy Spirit comes to enlighten you while you
thus pray and read the Word day by day, the mind in you is being changed
from the old to the new. Your view is different, and your being is renewed.

Such a renewing of the mind issues in the transformation of the believers
in their spiritual life. Titus 3:5 refers to the washing of regeneration and the
renewing of the Holy Spirit. The washing of regeneration washes away our old
life; following this, the renewing of the Holy Spirit changes our mind. When our
mind is renewed, our whole being is transformed. This is to be transformed by the
renewing of the mind. The washing of regeneration purges away all the things in
the old nature of our old man, whereas the renewing of the Holy Spirit dispenses
the new things, the divine essence of the new man, into our being. Through this
we turn from the old condition in which we were into a completely new condition,
from the state of the old creation into the state of the new creation.

Today our problem is due mostly to our mind...Sometimes when someone
has something wrong in his mind, he begins to have wild imaginations. A wife
may begin to weep when she indulges in wild imaginations. All these matters
are related to the mind. God Himself has become our life, He is changing our
disposition, and He is also renewing our mind. Thus, we can have the proper
concepts and can pursue Christ in a proper way...Our disposition needs to be
sanctified so that we may partake of God’s holy nature; our mind also needs
to be renewed so that we may be transformed in our spiritual life. This is the
saving that God renders to us in the organic aspect of His salvation. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Organic Aspect of God’s Salvation,” pp. 407-409)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Organic Aspect of God’s
Salvation,” ch. 3; CWWN, vol. 17, “Notes on Scriptural Messages,” pp. 111-120
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WEEK 1— DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:5 So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

[Some] may consider that the recovery is for the recovery of the local
churches. [ say yes with a but...The local churches are too much in the
expression of physical things. You have to arrange the elders and set up the
deacons to take care of so many outward affairs. But with the Body of Christ
there are no physical things. The local churches are nearly ninety percent
physical, but they should be for something spiritual, and this spiritual thing
is the Body of Christ.

The reality of the Body of Christ is a kind of corporate living, not a living by
any individual. This corporate living is the aggregate of many saints who have
been redeemed, regenerated, sanctified, and transformed by the processed
and consummated God within them. By this indwelling consummated God,
these redeemed saints have been made actual God-men. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 1, “The Practical Points concerning Blending,” p. 127)

Today's Reading

In regeneration a person is made a God-man, but he is not a matured God-
man...The procedure in the church work is to beget, to nourish, and then to
teach and perfect so that the saints may be mature to be built in the local
churches for the building up of the Body of Christ.

We know that God became a man to be a God-man...He appeared to His
disciples and to the people as a genuine man...Yet this man would not live
by Himself, by His own human life. Rather, He rejected His human life. He
denied Himself...He told us that whatever He did and whatever He spoke
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were not of Himself but of the Father who sent Him (John 14:10, 24). He
was a real man living there, yet He was dying to His natural life...That
dying to His natural life is the cross, and His living by the divine life is in
resurrection. [Jesus was a human being, a genuine man], but He did not
live by that genuine man. Instead, He kept that genuine man on the cross.
Then, in the sense of resurrection, He lived God’s life. God’s life with all its
attributes was lived within this God-man Jesus and expressed as this God-
man'’s virtues.

This life [in an individual man, Jesus Christ], has now been repeated,
reproduced, in many men who have been redeemed and regenerated and
who now possess the divine life within them...The reality of the Body of
Christ is the corporate living by the perfected God-men, who are genuine
men but are not living by their life but by the life of the processed God, whose
attributes have been expressed through their virtues.

Paul lived by dying to live [cf. Gal. 2:20]. He was dying to his natural man and
living by his new man with the divine life. So he said that by the bountiful supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, he lived and magnified Christ (Phil. 1:19-21a).

The reality of the Body of Christ is not just a corporate living but a
mingling living...This living is not completed; it is still going on...Such
a mingling living is in the resurrection of Christ, and the reality of this
resurrection is the Spirit.

If among us there is, if not in full at least in part, such a living, the reality of
the Body of Christ is among us...Anyone who lives such a mingling life would
never be a trouble to anyone. They have been delivered out of themselves and
have been transformed and perfected. They would not despise or condemn
anyone, nor would they be bothered by others. They would not have anything
to do with dissension, rebellion, or division. Instead, they would be here in the
recovery as the high peak, Mount Zion, in Jerusalem. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol.
1, “The Practical Points concerning Blending,” pp. 127-131)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The Practical Points
concerning Blending,” chs. 4—5; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man
Living,” chs. 1—2,8,10—11, 13—15
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WEEK 1— DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
authority to become children of God, to those who believe into His name,
who were begotten...of God.

Rom. 12:3 ...Not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think, but to
think so as to be sober-minded, as God has apportioned to each a measure of faith.

The designation believers designates those who have believed in [to]
Christ as the Son of God according to God’s New Testament economy...
Anyone who does not have faith in Christ, who does not believe in [to] Christ,
is certainly not a believer.

The believers are those who have received Christ as their generating life
for them to become the children of God. Believing into Christ equals receiving
Him. When we believe into Christ, we receive Him. We receive Him by
believing into Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1133, 1137)

Today's Reading

We are God’s regenerated new creation, united with Christ in His divine
life, joined to Christ as one spirit (2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Cor. 6:17). We are not merely
generated persons in the old creation. We have been generated twice. The
first time was by our parents to be the old creation. We were generated to be
the natural man, but one day we were regenerated. Our birth certificate is an
important and official document that records the date of our physical birth.
Our second birth certificate of our spiritual birth is seen in Romans 8:16,
which says that the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are children of
God. Our birth certificate is a double spirit, the Spirit with our spirit. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 88)

According to Romans 10:17, faith comes out of the hearing of the word.
Thus, the source of faith is the word...There are three aspects of the word.
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First, there is the written word of God—the Bible (John 10:35). Then there
is the living word of God—Christ (1:1). Finally, there is the applied word of
God—the Spirit (Eph. 6:17; John 6:63).

The Bible is the written word, and Christ is the living word. Without the
Spirit, however, the living word cannot be applied to us. The living word
becomes the applied word through the Spirit. God has only one kind of word.
First, He spoke, and what He spoke was written in a book. That is the Bible.

We have such a word, but not many have really been benefited by this word.
This is why we have to either read or hear the Bible. Every week we gather
together a number of times just to read, speak, and hear the word. When the
word of the Bible is spoken to us and heard by us, right away the written word
becomes the living word. That is Christ. When the living word is applied to us
and received by us, it becomes the word of the Spirit. Then this word of the
Spirit heard by us is the source of our faith. Faith comes from the hearing of this
applied word by the Spirit through the living Christ out of the written Bible.

If you think you are bigger than Paul in the quantity of faith, you are crazy.
You are not sober-minded [Rom. 12:3]. If you are really sober-minded, you
will say, “Brother Paul was a big mountain. [ am just a small stone.”...To think
more highly of ourselves than we ought to think without a sober mind is to
annul the proper order of the Body life.

In Romans 12 Paul deals with the practice of the Body life...God has not
only allotted but also apportioned faith to us. He gave us the same faith in
quality but not in quantity. The matter of quantity depends upon how you
grow. If you grow today as the apostle Paul grew, the portion of faith you
receive will be greatly enlarged. God first allotted faith to us in quality, and
then He apportioned it in quantity. What kind of faith you have depends
upon God’s allotment. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of
the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 286-287, 311-312)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “A Word of Love to the
Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord,” ch. 2; Life-study of
Galatians, msg. 14
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WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have
been sanctified in Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call
upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place...

2 Thes. 2:13 But we ought to thank God always concerning you, brothers
beloved of the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning unto
salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.

The term saints denotes those who have been separated and made holy
unto God...The believers in Christ are “the called saints” [1 Cor. 1:2]; they are
not called to be saints. This is a positional matter, a sanctification in position
with a view to sanctification in disposition.

According to grammar,..."to the church of God” is in apposition to “to those
who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus” [v. 2]. This indicates that “to the
church of God” equals “to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus.”
This strongly indicates that the church is a composition of the saints and that
the saints are the constituents of the church...Individually, we are the saints;
corporately, we are the church. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
1141-1142)

Today's Reading

Christ is the element and sphere that separated us unto God, made us
holy unto Him, when we believed in Him, that is, when we were brought
into an organic union with Him through our faith in Him. Holiness is
actually God Himself, and God is embodied in Christ. Therefore, Christ is
our holiness...Through Christ’s redemption, God has put us into Christ.
Now that we are in Christ, who is the sphere and element of holiness, we
are sanctified, made holy.

2026 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 9
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As saints, we have been sanctified by Christ with His redeeming blood
positionally...Christ’s body suffered the death of the cross outside the gate,
and His blood was brought into the Holy of Holies for our sanctification
(Heb. 13:11-12). The book of Hebrews unveils that God’s heavenly calling is
to make us a heavenly people (3:1), a people who are sanctified unto God.
Christ is the Sanctifier (2:11). He suffered the death of the cross, shed His
blood on it, and entered the Holy of Holies with His blood (9:12) that He
might be able to do the sanctifying work by the heavenly ministry (8:2, 6)
of His heavenly priesthood (7:26) and that we might enter “within the veil”
(6:19) by His blood to participate in Him as the heavenly Sanctifier. Christ’s
redeeming blood sanctifies us positionally.

As saints, we are also being sanctified dispositionally by the Holy
Spirit with God’s holy nature. The Holy Spirit is changing our disposition
by causing it to be mingled with the holy disposition of God. This is
subjective sanctification...This is a matter of a long process, beginning with
regeneration (1 Pet. 1:2-3; Titus 3:5), passing through the whole Christian
life (1 Thes. 4:3; Heb. 12:14; Eph. 5:26), and reaching completion at the time
of rapture, at the maturity of life (1 Thes. 5:23).

Another verse that speaks of dispositional sanctification is 2
Thessalonians 2:13...The salvation unto which we were chosen by God is
salvation and sanctification of the Spirit...While the Holy Spirit is sanctifying
us, God is saving us. Therefore, we are being saved in sanctification of the
Spirit. This sanctification of the Spirit is actually the divine transformation.
By this we are thoroughly saved from all old and negative things and made a
new creation to obtain the Lord’s glory.

Every day we are being sanctified, and the One who sanctifies us is the Spirit...
All day long the Spirit is sanctifying us, applying to us what the Father has
planned and what the Son has accomplished. The Spirit has been commissioned
to sanctify us; He has been given to us for the purpose of completing the work of
sanctification. As saints, we have such a practical, living, and subjective Sanctifier.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1142-1146)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 106
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WEEK 1— DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

In the New Testament the believers are also designated as Christians [Acts
11:26; 26:28]...In 11:26 Christian is a term of reproach. That the disciples
in Antioch were given such a nickname as a term of reproach indicates that
they must have borne a strong testimony for the Lord, a testimony that made
them distinct and peculiar in the eyes of the unbelievers. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 1146-1147)

Today's Reading

The designation Christian is used again in 1 Peter 4:16, where it denotes
those who are adherents of Christ, bearing His reproach. The context of this
verse concerns sharing the sufferings of Christ [v. 14a]...”In the name of
Christ” is actually in the person of Christ, in Christ Himself, because the name
denotes the person. The believers, having believed into Christ (John 3:15)
and having been baptized into His name (Acts 19:5), that is, into Himself
(Gal. 3:27), are in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30) and one with Him (6:17). When they
are reproached in His name, they are reproached with Him, sharing His
sufferings. After speaking of being reproached in the name of Christ, Peter
goes on to say in 1 Peter 4:16 that if a believer suffers “as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this name.”

Whereas in the time of Peter and Paul Christian was a term of reproach,
today it should bear a positive significance, that is, a man of Christ, one who
is one with Christ, not only belonging to Him but having His life and nature in
an organic union with Him, and who is living by Him, even living Him, in his
daily life. If we suffer for being such a person, we should not feel ashamed,
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but be bold to magnify Christ in our confession by our holy and excellent
manner of life to glorify, express, God in this name.

When we believed in Christ, an organic union took place between us and
Him. By believing in Christ, we believed into Him and thereby became one
spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17). This is what we mean by the expression organic
union. Our organic union with Christ also involves our being baptized into
Christ (Gal. 3:27). God’s intention in His economy is to put us into Him and
to come into us and live in us. Therefore, to be baptized into Christ is to enter
into an organic union with the embodiment of the Triune God, which is able
to transform our whole being. Now as Christians, those who are of Christ
and are one with Him, we need to live by Him, and even live Him, in our daily
life...If we are living by Christ, we are still doing the living. To live Christ
means that Christ is our life (Col. 3:4). When we live, He lives. When He lives,
we live.

The central thought in the Bible is that Christ must be our life and that
we must live Him as our living. The goal of being a Christian is to live Christ.
Furthermore, the destiny God has ordained for us in His economy is that we
live Christ. God’s economy is to dispense Himself into us and to work Himself
into us that we may take Christ as our life and life supply in order to live Him.
God’s desire is that we live Christ...Christ is to be our life, our daily walk, our
everything.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul declared, “Christ...lives in me.” Paul could say not
only that Christ lived in him, but also that to him to live was Christ [Phil. 1:21].
On the one hand, Christ lived in Paul; on the other hand, Paul lived Christ.
Inwardly Christ was Paul’s life, and outwardly Christ was Paul’s living. Paul
and Christ thus had one life and one living. Christ’s life was Paul’s life, and
Paul’s living was Christ’s living. The two, Christ and Paul, lived as one...The
organic union that has taken place between us and Christ causes us to be so
close and intimate with Him that we are even one spirit with Him [1 Cor. 6:17].
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1147-1150)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” ch. 14;
Life-study of Philippians, msg. 29
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

All things are possible to him

Experience of Christ — As the All-Sufficient One
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2.

"Twas most impossible of all

That here sin’s reign in me should cease;
Yet shall it be, I know it shall;

Jesus, I trust Thy faithfulness.

If nothing is too hard for Thee,

All things are possible to me.

. Though earth and hell the Word gainsay,

The Word of God shall never fail;
The Lord can break sin’s iron sway;
"Tis certain, though impossible.
The thing impossible shall be,

All things are possible to me.

4. All things are possible to God,

5.

To Christ, the power of God in man,;
To me when I am all renewed,

In Christ am fully formed again,
And from the reign of sin set free,
All things are possible to me.

All things are possible to God,;

To Christ, the power of God in me;
Now shed Thy mighty Self abroad,
Let me no longer live, but Thee;
Give me this hour in Thee to prove
The sweet omnipotence of love.
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Week Two

The Eternal Life—
the Life of God with the Divine Nature,
the Triune God Being the Structure of the Bible,
and the Hidden God, a God Who Hides Himself

Hymns: 501

Scripture Reading: John 4:24; 2 Pet. 1:1, 4-11; 1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16;
Luke 18:1-18

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.

2 Pet. 1:1 Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been allotted faith equally
precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 Pet. 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through
these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is
in the world by lust.

2 Pet. 1:5 And for this very reason also, adding all diligence, supply bountifully in your faith virtue; and in
virtue, knowledge;

2 Pet. 1:6 And in knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, endurance; and in endurance, godliness;

2 Pet. 1:7 And in godliness, brotherly love; and in brotherly love, love.

2 Pet. 1:8 For these things, existing in you and abounding, constitute you neither idle nor unfruitful unto
the full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Pet. 1:9 For he in whom these things are not present is blind, being shortsighted, having forgotten the
cleansing of his past sins.

2 Pet. 1:10Therefore, brothers, be the more diligent to make your calling and selection firm, for doing
these things you shall by no means ever stumble.

2 Pet. 1:11For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will
be richly and bountifully supplied to you.

1]John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light
and in Him is no darkness at all.

1 John 4:8 He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.

1]John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is love, and he who abides
in love abides in God and God abides in him.
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Luke 18:1 And He told them a parable to the end that they ought always to pray and not lose heart,

Luke 18:2 Saying, There was a certain judge in a certain city who did not fear God and did not regard man.

Luke 18:3 And there was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, Avenge me of my
opponent.

Luke 18:4 And for a time he would not; but afterward he said within himself, Even though I do not fear
God nor regard man,

Luke 18:5 Yet because this widow causes me trouble, I will avenge her, lest by continually coming she
wear me out.

Luke 18:6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unrighteous judge says.

Luke 18:7 And will not God by all means carry out the avenging of His chosen ones, who cry to Him day
and night, though He is long-suffering over them?

Luke 18:8 I tell you that He will carry out their avenging quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man
comes, will He find faith on the earth?

Luke 18:9 And He told this parable also to certain ones who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and despised the rest:

Luke 18:10 Two men went up to the temple to pray, the one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.

Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed these things to himself: God, I thank You that I am not like the
rest of men-extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.

Luke 18:12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all that I get.

Luke 18:13 But the tax collector, standing at a distance, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat
his breast, saying, God, be propitiated to me, the sinner!

Luke 18:14 I tell you, This man went down to his house justified rather than that one; for everyone who
exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted.

Luke 18:15 And they were bringing to Him also their babies that He might touch them. But when the
disciples saw this they rebuked them.

Luke 18:16 But Jesus called them to Him, saying, Allow the little children to come to Me, and do not forbid
them, for of such is the kingdom of God.

Luke 18:17 Truly I say to you, Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a little child shall by no
means enter into it.

Luke 18:18 And a certain ruler questioned Him, saying, Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal
life?

§ Day 1

The divine life may be considered as the first and the basic
attribute of God:

A.God's life is the unique life.

B.Ephesians 4:18 is the unique verse that speaks of the life of God: "Being
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of

the ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of their heart."

C. In the whole universe only the life of God can be counted as life—1 John
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5:12.

D.In the sight of God only His life is life; therefore, when the life of God is

mentioned in the New Testament, it is treated as if it is the unique life—
John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25; 14:6.

E.The life of God is uncreated, without beginning or ending, existing by

itself, and ever, unchangeably existing.

F. From the standpoint of eternity, only the life of God is life.
II. The eternal life is the life of God with the divine nature:
A.The eternal life, the life of God:

1. Obtaining eternal life in this age:

a. Eternal life being the life of God—1 John 1:1-2.

b.Eternal life being in the Lord Jesus—5:11-12; John 1:4.

c. Eternal life being given freely by God—Rom. 6:23; 1 John 5:11.

d.Eternal life being obtained at the time of believing—]ohn 3:16, 36;
5:24.

e. Eternal life being known in the present age—1 John 5:13.

f. Having eternal life and never perishing—]John 10:28-29.

§ Day 2
2. Obtaining eternal life in the coming age:

a."No one who has left...for My sake and for the gospel's sake, but that
he shall receive a hundred times as much now at this time...and in the
coming age, eternal life"—Mark 10:29-30.

b."Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life"—Rev.
2:10.

c. "To him who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life,
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which is in the Paradise of God"—wv. 7.

§ Day 3
3. Enjoying eternal life in eternity:

a. "The water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water
springing up into eternal life"—]ohn 4:14.
b."I will give to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of life
freely"—Rev. 21:6.
c. "They may have right to the tree of life"—22:14.
B. The life of God with the divine nature:

1. As those who have received equally precious faith, we, the believers in Christ,
should be partakers of the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4:

a.The divine nature refers to what God is, that is, the riches, the
elements, and the constituents of God's being—J]ohn 4:24; 1 John 1:5;
4:8, 16.

b.The divine life and the divine nature are inseparable; the divine
nature is the substance of the divine life and is within the divine life—
1:1-2; 5:11-13.

2.We need to experience the development of the divine life and the divine
nature contained in the divine seed that has been sown into us that we may
have arich entrance into the eternal kingdom—2 Pet. 1:1, 4-11.

3. As children of God, we are God-men, born of God, possessing the life and
nature of God, and belonging to the species of God—]John 1:12-13.

4. At our regeneration, another nature was imparted into us; this is the nature
of God, the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4.

5. A partaker of the divine nature is one who enjoys the divine nature and
participates in the divine nature—v. 4.
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[AM] § Day 4
A Z AT A LEH) I1I. The Triune God is the structure of the New Testament:

— “KRETEMAGRAR, IHALMGEIE2 R A"If], by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God
m77 —K+=28, has come upon you"—Matt. 12:28.

Z “YE I RAERM 14, BHefiZAR, F. £ B."Disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and
REGYHE” —Z N\ 19, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit"—28:19.

= KRBT, AAXAERGLEMEZRGER, C."The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
B R — 0 FRF AR, FEERAAL He will teach you all things and remind you of all the things which I have

KRN E — 057 —24+ 1 26, said to you"—]John 14:26.
W O“KREAXERZTER, AR HKFERS  D."When the Comforter comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
R, RRT, REAKENLIE” —TF £ 26, Spirit of reality, who proceeds from the Father, He will testify concerning
Me"—15:26.
A ‘KBS A AL, XAXAL T AR E "Having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the
WHER” —# =33 L, promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father"—Acts 2:33a.

N PRI AATR EFEN R, FELRNER, F. "If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
M LA BENRAT EFG, Lo EriEre g who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies

Bay R, GEESRNLAHFR —F A1, through His Spirit who indwells you"—Rom. 8:11.
t “EARMAILT, A £ EAILTFE R, £ G "Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our
£A18G, 9 e, X! 7 —hw 6, hearts, crying, Abba, Father!"—Gal. 4:6.

AN “RABEMRBHET, #E#H R, K  H"That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
RAERMNEA RN ZHOAL, ELEEE strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, that
Z, EREMRMNMCE” —H=16~17 L, Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith"—Eph. 3:16-17a.
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I. "One Spirit...one Lord...one God and Father"—4:4-6.

J. "How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?"—Heb. 9:14.

K."Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in the
sanctification of the Spirit unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ"—1 Pet. 1:2a.

L. "Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is
coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler
of the kings of the earth"—Rev. 1:4b-5a.

§ Day 5

IV. God is a God who hides Himself—the hidden God:

A."Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God of Israel, the Savior"—
[sa. 45:15:

1. Although our God is omnipresent, omnipotent, and full of forgiveness, He is
also the hiding God, as the book of Esther indicates—4:14.

2.God created the universe and then hid Himself in it, until we do not know
where to find Him—]Job 23:3.

3. God did countless things in the midst of the children of Israel and countless
things in their personal lives, yet He concealed Himself; He was ceaselessly
working, yet He was always hidden—Isa. 45:15.

4. We need to realize that the omnipotent God whom we are serving is
still hiding Himself, especially when He is helping us—John 14:26;
Rom. 8:28.

5. The God who hides Himself is operating within us silently yet mightily—Phil.
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2:13.

§ Day 6

B. The significance of the parable in Luke 18:1-8 is profound, and we need to
know God as He is revealed, as the hidden God:

1. The widow in verse 3 signifies the believers; in a sense, the believers in Christ
are a widow in the present age because their Husband, Christ, is apparently
absent from them—2 Cor. 11:2.

2. The widow in the parable kept coming to the unrighteous judge and asking
him to avenge her of her opponent; we ought to pray persistently for this
avenging and should not lose heart—Luke 18:1, 3:

a. When our Husband is apparently absent and we are left on earth as a
widow, temporarily our God seems to be an unrighteous judge—v. 6.

b.Although He appears to be unrighteous, we still must appeal to Him,
pray persistently, and bother Him again and again, for He will carry
out quickly the avenging of His chosen ones, who "cry to Him day and
night"—vv. 7-8a.

3. "When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?"—uv. 8b:

a. Literally, the Greek words rendered "faith” mean "the faith"; this denotes
the persistent faith for our persistent prayer, like that of the widow.

b.The faith through which we were saved is the initial stage of faith; the
faith that brought us into a life union with Christ is the linking faith—the
faith that comes into us through our contacting the Triune God continually
so that we may live by the Son of God—Rom. 1:17; Gal. 2:20; John 14:19.

c. The linking faith is the divine requirement for the overcomers to
meet Christ in His triumphant return—Luke 18:8b:

(1) Linking faith is the Triune God moving in us to link us to His
unsearchable riches—Eph. 3:8.
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(2) Linking faith is the faith of the believers who have no trust in
themselves; rather, their trust is in God—2 Cor. 1:9.

(3) When the Lord Jesus returns, He will find a number of overcomers who
are living by the linking faith and will regard them as treasures for His
kingdom in the thousand years of His reign—Luke 18:8b; Rev. 20:4, 6.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the
Son of God does not have the life.

Eternal life is a great topic in the Bible; it is the greatest blessing that God
gives us in His salvation. Obtaining eternal life and enjoying the blessings of
eternal life are divided into three different periods. The first period involves
obtaining eternal life in this age, the second involves obtaining eternal life
in the coming age, and the third involves the enjoyment of eternal life in
eternity. We obtain eternal life in this age when we believe. When we believe
in the Lord in this age, we obtain eternal life. We do not have to wait for the
next age or for eternity to obtain it.

Many misunderstand and think that eternal life involves a blessing
in eternity. Actually, the Bible shows that eternal life is not a blessing
in eternity; rather, it is the life of eternity. This eternal life was from
the beginning [1 John 1:1]. Only the life of God was from the beginning.
Therefore, the eternal life is just the life of God, which existed before the
universe and time began. (CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 3, “Crucial Truths in the
Holy Scriptures, Volume 1,” p. 222)

Today's Reading

Eternal life is the life of God because God is eternal [1 John 1:2]...God
is eternal, without beginning and without end, so His life is also eternal,
without beginning and without end. The life of God, which has no beginning
and no end, is the eternal life.

The Son of God is God incarnated, God Himself embodied in His Son;
therefore, the life of God is also in His Son [5:11-12]. This life, which is in
God’s Son, is the eternal life. The incarnated Lord Jesus is the Son of God,
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so God’s life, the eternal life, is in Him [John 1:4]. When we receive Him and
obtain Him, we also obtain the eternal life in Him.

God considers His life, the eternal life, to be a gift freely given to us in
the Lord Jesus [Rom. 6:23]. We do not need to pay for it; as long as we
receive it, we obtain it. Since the eternal life, the life of God, was given to
us by God, it is God’s gift, not God’s reward, to us [1 John 5:11].

God loves us and gives us His life, the eternal life, which is in His
Son for us to receive [John 3:16]. The way to receive eternal life is to
believe in His Son. As soon as we believe in His Son and receive His Son
by faith, we obtain the eternal life that is in the Son. Since the eternal
life of God that is in His Son is a gift, as soon as we believe into His Son
and obtain His Son, we spontaneously obtain the eternal life within His
Son [v. 36].

When we hear the Lord’s word, the gospel, and believe in Him, we immediately
have eternal life [5:24]. Many think that even though we believe in the Lord now, we
do not obtain eternal life until some time in the future. They do not realize that there
is no time between believes and has...As soon as we believe in the Lord, we have
eternal life. After we believe, we do not need to wait, for even the slightest moment,
to obtain eternal life. There is no need to wait for what we are immediately given.

In Christianity many think and suggest that those who believe in the
Lord cannot know whether or not they have eternal life in the present age.
However, 1 John 5:13 clearly says that the Word of God, the Bible, enables us
to know that we have eternal life. Because the life we obtained is eternal, we
will never perish. This life’s eternal nature ensures that we will never perish.
Moreover, once we have eternal life, we are in the hands of the Lord and the
Father, so no one can snatch us away [John 10:28-29]. We have the eternal
life of God to uphold us inwardly, and we have the Lord’s and the Father’s
hands to protect us outwardly. How can we perish? (CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 3,
“Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Volume 1,” pp. 222-224)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 3, “Crucial Truths in the Holy
Scriptures, Volume 1,” ch. 12
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Mark 10:29-30 ...There is no one who has left...for My sake and for the
gospel’s sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now at
this time...and in the coming age, eternal life.

Rev. 2:10 ...Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Obtaining life in the coming age, which is the time of the millennial
kingdom, is related only to the matter of reward in the kingdom age; it is not
related to our eternal salvation.

In Mark 10:29-30 the Lord Jesus speaks of the present age and the
coming age. The present age is the age today; it is the age of grace in which
we live. The coming age is the next age; it is the age of the coming millennial
kingdom. The Lord promised that if we leave everything for His sake and
for the gospel’s sake, we will obtain eternal life in the coming age. This
shows that obtaining eternal life in the coming age is a reward for which
we must pay a price, the price of leaving everything for the Lord’s sake and
for the gospel’s sake...Previously, we gained eternal life by believing, but in
these verses we will obtain eternal life in the coming age only if we leave
everything. Therefore, this obtaining is not related to eternal salvation;
instead, it is related to our reward in the coming kingdom age. (CWWL, 1932-
1949, vol. 3, “Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Volume 1,” pp. 224-225)

Today's Reading

Since obtaining eternal life in the coming age requires us to leave
everything in this age, it must be related to the reward that the Lord gives in
the millennial kingdom. This shows that the Lord especially designated the
kingdom age as a period of enjoyment of eternal life as a reward for those
who faithfully follow Him.
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The Lord promises to give the crown of life to those who are faithful unto
death [Rev. 2:10]. A crown is a symbol of the glory of reigning as a king. The
crown of life is a symbol of the glory of reigning in life...The glory of reigning
in life is given to those who are faithful unto death; it is bought at the price
of being faithful unto death. This is not related to the free, gracious gift of
eternal life obtained by faith in this age; rather, it is the reward of eternal
life obtained in the coming age for paying the highest price. This reward is
to enjoy the glory of reigning in life in the coming age. This will be in the
millennial kingdom.

The Paradise of God spoken of [in verse 7] has the tree of life. Therefore,
this Paradise must be the future New Jerusalem because the coming New
Jerusalem has the tree of life (22:2). The New Jerusalem and all its blessings
have been prepared for us by God and are for our enjoyment in eternity in the
new heaven and new earth. In 2:7 the Lord promised that to eat of the fruit
of the tree of life in the New Jerusalem would be a reward to the overcoming
believers...The Lord will give the fruit of the tree of life in the New Jerusalem
as a reward to the overcoming believers in the millennial kingdom. Although
all believers will enjoy the New Jerusalem with its blessings in the new
heaven and new earth, only the overcomers will have a foretaste of the fruit
of the tree of life in the New Jerusalem during the millennial kingdom. To
eat the fruit of the tree of life is to enjoy the blessing of eternal life, to enjoy
eternal life itself. To have a foretaste of the fruit of the tree of life is to have an
early enjoyment of the blessing of eternal life. This enjoyment of the blessing
of eternal life is something every saved one will partake of in the new heaven
and new earth. However, only the overcomers will enjoy the foretaste of the
blessing of eternal life in the millennial kingdom. Before the coming of the
new heaven and new earth, the Lord first gives the freshness of the blessing
of eternal life, the fruit of the tree of life, as a reward to the overcomers as
a foretaste and early enjoyment in the millennial kingdom. Thus, enjoying
eternal life in the coming age is different from obtaining eternal life in the
present age and enjoying eternal life in eternity. (CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 3,
“Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Volume 1,” pp. 225-226)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 4
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 4:14 .. The water that | will give him will become in him a fountain
of water springing up into eternal life.

Rev. 21:6 ...I1 will give to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of
life freely.

As soon as we believe and obtain the Lord’s life, our names are written
in the book of life [Rev. 3:5]. The Lord’s life is the eternal life, so if we obtain
the Lord’s eternal life, we will never perish (John 10:28)...0btaining eternal
life by faith and not perishing in eternity have no requirements related to
overcoming. But the Lord’s promise to not erase our names from the book of
life has the requirement of overcoming. Therefore, Revelation 3:5 is related
to the matter of reward, not to the gift of grace. A gift is given freely, but a
reward has requirements. Since this is a reward, it is related to the millennial
kingdom. With respect to eternal salvation, no saved person can perish; with
respect to the reward of the millennial kingdom, only overcoming believers
will enjoy the blessing of having their names in the book of life during the
millennial kingdom...The gift is free; the reward is earned. (CWWL, 1932-
1949, vol. 3, “Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Volume 1,” pp. 226-227)

Today's Reading

The enjoyment of eternal life in eternity in the new heaven and new earth
is the full enjoyment of God'’s salvation, which all the saved ones will share in
eternity. The water the Lord gives is His life. This life will become a fountain
of water in us, springing up and flowing us into eternal life [John 4:14]. Thus,
we will enjoy the blessing of eternal life in eternity. The full blessing of God’s
salvation is the coming New Jerusalem, which is given to all the saved ones
for their enjoyment in eternity. All those who have the Lord’s eternal life and
whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life will participate in this
blessing [Rev. 21:27].
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All the saved ones will enjoy the blessings of eternal life in the New
Jerusalem, and one of these blessings will be the water of life [v. 6; 22:1]...
All the saved ones will eternally drink of this water of life and eternally
enjoy God'’s ever-living life. All the saved ones will enjoy the blessings of
the New Jerusalem, including another blessing—the tree of life [v. 14]...
In eternity future we will enjoy God’s ever-living life, causing us to never
hunger or thirst.

In this age we obtain eternal life as soon as we believe. After obtaining
eternal life, we can enjoy it and live by it. If we live for the Lord today by the
power of this eternal life, we will be overcomers. Then during the coming
kingdom age, we will reign in life together with the Lord, we will enjoy the
glory of life, and we will have a foretaste of the blessings of eternity. Finally,
when eternity arrives, we, who have received eternal life through salvation,
will enjoy the blessings of eternal life in the New Jerusalem for eternity.
(CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 3, “Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Volume 1,
pp. 227-228)

Second Peter 1:4 speaks of the “partakers of the divine nature.”...As those
who have received equally precious faith, we, the believers in Christ, should
be partakers of the divine nature. The divine nature refers to what God is,
that is, the riches, the elements, and the constituents of God’s being (John
4:24; 1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16). The divine nature, which mainly refers to the
constitution of the divine life, the constitution of God, is constituted with
Spirit, love, and light. The divine life and the divine nature are inseparable;
the divine nature is the substance of the divine life and is within the divine
life (1:1-2; 5:11-13). As the children of God, we are God-men, born of God,
possessing the life and nature of God, and belonging to the species of God
(3:1; John 1:12-13)...Because the divine nature is in the divine life, the divine
life with which we were born again has the divine nature within it (3:3, 5-6,
15). Whoever believes into the Son of God is born of God and has the right to
become a child of God; thus, a believer has the right to partake of, to enjoy,
the nature of God (1:12-13). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3932-3933)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 389
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 14:16-17 And | will ask the Father, and He will give you another
Comforter, that He may be with you forever, even the Spirit of reality...

26 But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things and remind you of all the things which |
have said to you.

According to the revelation of the Bible, the indwelling Spirit in us has the
following six main functions:

First, the Spirit enters into us as the essential Spirit for our existence,
being, life, and living. He is the ultimate consummation of the processed
Triune God, the life-giving Spirit whom Christ became in resurrection (1
Cor. 15:45). This Spirit enters into us who have believed in Christ (John
20:22) and lives in us to be the essence of the divine life, nature, and being
within us.

[Second], the Spirit enters into us as the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2). Life is
the contents of the Divine Trinity. When the Spirit of life enters into us, He
imparts the eternal life of God into us to be our life...[until] the Spirit of
life fills our entire being, including our spirit, soul, and body, sanctifying us
and conforming us to the image of the firstborn Son of God (v. 29) that we
may become the many sons of God to be His corporate expression. (Truth
Lessons—Level One, vol. 4, pp. 56-57)

Today's Reading

[Third], the Holy Spirit enters into us also as the seal within us (Eph. 1:13;
4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22)...That we, the believers, are sealed with the Holy Spirit
means that we are marked with the Holy Spirit as a living seal, indicating
that we belong to God, that is, that we are God’s inheritance (Eph. 1:11)...
This sealing is spreading from our spirit to our mind, emotion, and will for
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the sanctification and transformation of our soul. Eventually, even our body
will be thoroughly sealed, that is, saturated and transfigured; that will be the
redemption of our body.

[Fourth], the Holy Spirit is...also the pledge of the divine inheritance
(v. 14; 2 Cor. 1:22b; 5:5b). In God’s economy we are an inheritance to God
(Eph. 1:11), and God is an inheritance to us (v. 14). God and we are a mutual
inheritance...As the seal, the Holy Spirit forms the divine elements into an
impression in us for God’s expression; as the pledge, He gives us a foretaste
as a sample and guarantee of the full taste of God.

[Fifth], the Holy Spirit in us is also the indwelling Spirit (Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor.
6:19). In John 14:17 the Lord Jesus clearly and definitely promised that when
the Holy Spirit came, He would indwell the disciples. Then on the night of His
resurrection, He came into the midst of the disciples and breathed into them
that they might receive the Holy Spirit (20:22)...The indwelling Spirit...comes
into us not to visit but to settle down in us, to make His home in us, even to
occupy our whole being, that He may reveal God and Christ to us and that we
may receive and enjoy all the riches of God in Christ.

[Sixth], the indwelling Spirit in us is also the reality of Christ. John 14:16-
20 reveals that the Comforter who was coming was the embodiment of
Christ...The Spirit who indwells us is the Christ who died and was resurrected
and who indwells us. [In verse 26] the Comforter is the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in the name of the Son. To come in the name of the Son is
to come as the Son. This proves that when the Spirit comes, it is the Son who
comes, and that when the Spirit dwells in us, it is Christ the Son who dwells
in us. The Spirit’s indwelling the believers is to reveal Christ, to glorify Christ,
and to make Christ real in the believers [16:12-15]...All that God is and has
is embodied in Christ (Col. 2:9; John 16:15), and all that Christ is and has is
received by the Spirit and is revealed to the believers through the Spirit (vv.
14-15). Therefore, when the Spirit is in us, it is Christ who is in us. (Truth
Lessons—Level One, vol. 4, pp. 57-59)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 130; CWWL, 1978,
vol. 3, “The Healthy Word,” ch. 2; CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” ch. 2
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 45:15 Surely You are a God who hides Himself, O God of Israel, the Savior.

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

If you study the Scriptures carefully, you will see that God has the kind of
temperament that dislikes ostentation. He likes to work secretly rather than
openly. He created the universe and then hid Himself in it, until we do not
know where to find Him. He took up His abode in a man, but that man was
almost unknowable. On first meeting Him, men just saw a man called Jesus
of Nazareth. On meeting Him a second time, they recognized in Him a man of
more than average intellect; and on the third time of meeting, they thought
that He must be a prophet. When they met Him still later, they felt, “This
man is surely more than a prophet.” But to discover exactly who He was, was
no easy matter. Even His disciples, during their three and a half years in His
company, did not arrive at a true knowledge of Him. All of this tells us that He
was continually hiding Himself. He would manifest Himself for a moment and
then would conceal Himself again. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides
Himself,” pp. 6-7)

Today's Reading

Note how Isaiah expresses this thought: “Surely You are a God who
hides Himself, / O God of Israel” (Isa. 45:15). This statement of his is most
emphatic...His utterance is based on an accumulation of facts...What he has
seen of God’s doings, what he has observed happen to Israel under the hand
of God, what he has beheld of the experiences of God’s people—all these
observations have forced the prophet to acknowledge that God is a God who
hides Himself. Why did Isaiah come to this conclusion?...It was because God
did countless things in the midst of the children of Israel and countless things
in their personal lives, yet He concealed Himself...Very much was being done
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by Him, yet the Israelites were utterly ignorant as to who the doer was. Then
one day Isaiah exclaimed, “Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God.”
(CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself,” p. 3)

If we carefully examine the history of the universe, the history of
mankind, the history of the Old Testament, and the history of the New
Testament, we will arrive at the same conclusion: God is a God who hides
Himself...There are many things and many stories in the universe, yet in six
thousand years no one has seen God [John 1:18]...In the New Testament
times, although the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
came to declare God, this declaration was also hidden. Although the only
begotten Son came for the very purpose of declaring God, God was hidden
inside a man, even an unbecoming man. This man’s visage and form were
marred; He had no attracting form nor beautiful appearance (Isa. 53:2).
This made it truly difficult for anyone to recognize that He was God. He
grew up in the small town of Nazareth in an insignificant province of
Galilee. The Jews recognized that no prophet or person of repute had ever
come from Nazareth (John 1:46). Therefore, when Jesus the Nazarene
appeared, very few thought that He could be a prophet, let alone that God
was in Him. Yet God was hidden within Him. What a wondrous fact this is!
(CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, p. 16)

Because our God is a hiding God, others may check with us and ask, “Where
is your God? Where is His kingdom?” When we are questioned in such a
manner, we may want to answer in this way: “My God is hidden. I cannot see
Him, and you cannot see Him either. But you need to realize that sooner or
later my hidden God will come in to do something on my behalf and to deal
with those who do not believe in Him.”

Today we need to realize that the omnipotent God whom we are serving
is still hiding Himself, especially when He is helping us. We cannot see Him,
and apparently, He is not doing anything for us. Actually, He is with us all
the time and, in a hidden way, He is doing many things for us. (Life-study of
Esther, pp. 4-5)

Further Reading: Life-study of Esther, msg. 1; CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, pp. 17, 24-35
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Luke 18:1-3 And He told them a parable to the end that they ought always
to pray and not lose heart, saying, There was a certain judge in a certain city
who did not fear God and did not regard man. And there was a widow in
that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, Avenge me of my opponent.

The widow in Luke 18:3 signifies the believers. In a sense, the believers in
Christ are a widow in the present age because their Husband, Christ (2 Cor.
11:2), is absent from them.

In this parable the Lord indicated that the believers in Christ have an
opponent. This opponent is Satan the devil, concerning whom we need God'’s
avenging. We ought to pray persistently for this avenging (see Rev. 6:9-10)
and should not lose heart.

According to Luke 18:4, the judge for a time would not avenge the widow
of her opponent. Then he said within himself, “Even though I do not fear God
nor regard man, yet because this widow causes me trouble, [ will avenge her,
lest by continually coming she wear me out” (vv. 4-5). Following this, the
Lord went on to say, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God
by all means carry out the avenging of His chosen ones, who cry to Him day
and night, though He is long-suffering over them? I tell you that He will carry
out their avenging quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He
find faith on the earth?” (vv. 6-8). The Lord’s word in verse 8 indicates that
God’s avenging us of our enemy will be at the Savior’s coming back. (Life-
study of Luke, p. 337)

Today's Reading
The Triune God is for man’s enjoyment. Nevertheless, the fallen human race has
no concept of this whatever; it has no sense concerning it at all. The people of the

world are busy with marrying and giving in marriage, with buying and selling, with
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planting and building (Luke 17:27-28). They have no thought concerning God being
their enjoyment, for they all have been drugged, stupefied. Therefore, in His long
journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, the Lord touched this matter a few times. For
example, in chapter 14 He told His disciples that they must hate the things of this
generation. They even need to hate their own soul-life, for they should hate anything
that distracts them from the enjoyment of Christ. In chapter 17 the Lord came to
this point again when He spoke about the stupefied generation, which keeps God'’s
people away from their enjoyment of the divine inheritance. Before He touched
this matter again in chapter 18, He unveiled something else that concerns our
enjoyment of the jubilee, and this is the persecution that comes from our opponent.

We need to realize that as God’s people in this stupefied and stupefying
generation, we are like a widow. In a sense, our Husband, the Lord, is absent.
Furthermore, we have an opponent who is constantly persecuting us.

The Lord’s word to His disciples reveals that while we are seeking Him, we
need to hate any thing and any matter that frustrate us from our enjoyment
of Him. Furthermore, as we are enjoying Him, we will suffer persecution.
This persecution comes from our opponent, the one who is the enemy of God
and who has become our enemy because we take sides with God.

The parable in 18:1-8 indicates the suffering we have from our opponent
during the Lord’s apparent absence. Actually, the Lord is not absent; He is
present. But during His apparent absence, we are a widow whose opposer is
troubling her all the time.

It seems that our God is not righteous, for He allows His children to be
unrighteously persecuted. For example, John the Baptist was beheaded, Peter
was martyred, Paul was imprisoned, and John was exiled...Even today we are
still undergoing unrighteous mistreatment.

When our Husband is apparently absent and we are left on earth as a
widow, temporarily our God seems to be an unrighteous judge. Although He
appears to be unrighteous, we still must appeal to Him, pray persistently, and
bother Him again and again. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 338-339, 341)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msg. 40
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

O glorious Christ, Savior mine
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As Spirit, oneness with me sought.
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3. All things of the Father are Thine;
All Thou art in Spirit is mine;
The Spirit makes Thee real to me,
That Thou experienced might be.

4. The Spirit of life causes Thee
By Thy Word to transfer to me.
Thy Spirit touched, Thy word received,
Thy life in me is thus conceived.
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That Thou might be expressed thru me.

6. In no other way could we be
Sanctified and share Thy victry;
Thus only spiritual we’ll be
And touch the life of glory.

7. Thy Spirit will me saturate
Every part will God permeate,
Deliv’ring me from the old man,
With all saints building for His plan.
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Week Three

The Wheat of Life, the Good Seed,
the Salt of the Earth,
the Light of the World, and the Fishers of Men

Hymns: 395

Scripture Reading: Matt. 3:12; 13:38; 5:13-16; 4:16-20

Matt. 3:12 Whose winnowing fan is in His hand. And He will thoroughly cleanse His threshing floor and
will gather His wheat into the barn, but the chaff He will burn up with unquenchable fire.

Matt. 13:38 And the field is the world; and the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares
are the sons of the evil one;

Matt. 5:13 You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt has become tasteless, with what shall it be salted? It
is no longer good for anything except to be cast out and trampled underfoot by men.

Matt. 5:14 You are the light of the world. It is impossible for a city situated upon a mountain to be hidden.

Matt. 5:15 Nor do men light a lamp and place it under the bushel, but on the lampstand; and it shines to all
who are in the house.

Matt. 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father who is in the heavens.

Matt. 4:16 The people sitting in darkness have seen a great light; and to those sitting in the region and
shadow of death, to them light has risen."

Matt. 4:17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim and to say, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has
drawn near.

Matt. 4:18 And while He was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.

Matt. 4:19 And He said to them, Come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Matt. 4:20 And immediately leaving the nets, they followed Him.

§ Day 1

The believers are symbolized by the wheat of life, which will
be gathered into the Lord's barn—Matt. 3:11-12; 13:24-30,
38-42:
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Himself enjoyed by man—Psa. 36:7-9; John 1:4; 10:10; 14:6; 6:63.

B.If we want Christ's life to be unhindered in us, we must experience

the breaking of the cross, the killing death of Christ in the all-inclusive
Spirit, so that the following obstacles within us can be dealt with and
removed:

1. Being a Christian means taking care of the living Christ in us and not taking
anything other than Christ as our aim; the obstacle to this is in not knowing
the pathway of life and not taking Christ as our life—Matt. 7:13-14; Phil. 3:8-
14; Col. 3:4; Rom. 8:28-29.

2. The second obstacle is hypocrisy; a person's spirituality is not determined by
outward appearance but by how he takes care of Christ—Matt. 6:1-6; 15:7-8;
John 5:44; 12:42-43; cf. Josh. 7:21.

§ Day 2

3.The third obstacle is rebellion; we may be very active and zealous in
doing things but still imprison and disobey the living Christ within us
by ignoring Him—Lev. 14:9, 14-18; 11:1-2, 46-47; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor.
15:33.

4. The fourth obstacle is our natural capabilities; if these natural capabilities
remain unbroken in us, they will become a problem to Christ's life—2:14-15;
3:12-17; Jude 19-21.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

II. The believers are symbolized by the good seed, the sons

of the kingdom who are sown by the Lord to grow in His
kingdom—Matt. 13:24, 38:
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A.The seed is the word of God (vv. 4, 19; Luke 8:11), Christ Himself (1 Pet.
1:23), sown into us to make us the good seed, the sons of the resurrection
(Matt. 13:38; Luke 20:36-38).

B.The word of God as a grain of wheat dispenses God as life into us to
nourish us; also, the word as fire burns us and many of the things in
which we have confidence, and the word as a hammer breaks down
our self, our natural life, our flesh, our lusts, and our concepts—]Jer.
23:28-29.

C. As the good seed, we must follow the Lord into the ground to die and bear
much fruit in resurrection; to die and experience the cross is to deny and
reject our soul-life, our natural life, to live by the divine life—John 12:23-
26,31-32.

D.The sowing of the good seed is martyrdom, for "what you sow is not
made alive unless it dies" (1 Cor. 15:36); we can be martyrs physically,
psychologically, or spiritually (2 Tim. 4:6; Matt. 16:25; 1 Cor. 16:12; 2 Cor.
2:12-14).

E.Christ's love of affection constrains us to live and die to Him and
makes us martyrs for Him—>5:14-15; Rom. 8:35-37; 14:7-9; Rev. 2:10;
12:11.

F. The putting to death of Jesus in our environment cooperates with the
indwelling Spirit to kill our natural man and release the divine life—Rom.
8:2,13; 2 Cor. 4:10-13; Jer. 48:11.

G.All our service to the Lord must originate from God, not from
ourselves, as we allow His death to operate in us so that His
resurrection life can be imparted through us into others—2 Cor. 4:12-
13; 1:8-9; 4:5; 10:13:

1. David loved God, feared God, and cooperated with God in order to let God
work; although he had the ability to build the temple of God, he stopped when
God's word came to him—2 Sam. 7:18, 25, 27; cf. Luke 1:38.
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2. David's stopping established a twofold testimony in the universe: first, all the
work in this universe should come from God, not from man; second, all that
matters is what God does for man, not what man does for God.

3. The builder of the temple and the site of the temple both came out of David's
being forgiven of his sins, out of what God did for David—2 Sam. 12:24-25;
24:1-10, 18-25; 1 Chron. 21:18; 2 Chron. 3:1; Psa. 51.

4. Sister M. E. Barber said, "Whoever cannot stop working for the sake of God
cannot work for the sake of God."

III. The believers are the salt of the earth, those who kill and

eliminate the earth's germs of corruption and rottenness—
Matt. 5:13; cf. Lev. 2:13:

A.Lot's wife became a pillar of salt and lost her salting function because she
took a lingering look backward at Sodom, indicating that she loved and
treasured the evil world that God was going to destroy—Gen. 19:15, 24-
26; Luke 17:32.

B.To make a career of following the Lord, we must give all we have
and all we can do to it; otherwise, we will be a failure, becoming the
tasteless salt and being thrown out of the glorious realm into a sphere of
shame—14:31-35; cf. Rev. 3:21; John 16:33.

C.We should not be disappointed or discouraged but strengthened
and enabled to live out the divine economy by the processed and
consummated Triune God as the all-sufficient grace—1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor.
12:9; 2 Tim. 4:22; Col. 4:6.

§ Day 5

IV. The believers are the light of the world, those who let their
light shine before men to dispel the world's darkness—
Matt. 5:14-16; Eph. 5:8:
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A.Light is the presence of God; because we have been born of God, we are
now light in the Lord and must walk as children of light—1 John 1:5; Eph.
5:8-9.

B.The way to be saved from obsession, self-deception, is to live in the light,
be open to God's shining, and not generate our own light—Psa. 36:8-9;
80:17-19; 139:23-24; 1 John 1:5, 7, 9; Isa. 2:5; 50:10-11:

1. The symptom of a person who is obsessed is that what he thinks and does are
totally wrong, yet he thinks and believes that he is totally right—Matt. 6:22-
23; Isa. 5:20.

2.To have sinned is a matter of defilement; to sin, yet believing that one has not
sinned and justifying it, is a matter of darkness—1 John 1:8, 10.

3. The reasons for obsession, self-deception, are loving the darkness rather than
the light (John 3:19-20), pride (Obad. 3), not receiving the love of the truth (2
Thes. 2:10-11; Prov. 23:23), and not seeking the glory that is from the only
God (John 5:44).

C. Life comes from the shining of light, light is in the word of God, and light
is the inner sense of life—2 Cor. 4:6; Psa. 119:105, 130; Isa. 66:2; John 8:12;
Rom. 8:6, 14.

D."The lamp of the body is your eye. When your eye is single, your whole
body also is full of light; but when it is evil, your body also is dark. Watch
out therefore that the light which is in you is not darkness. If therefore
your whole body is full of light and does not have any dark part, the whole
will be full of light as when the lamp with its rays illuminates you"—Luke
11:34-36.

§ Day 6
V. The believers are the fishers of men—Matt. 4:16-20:
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 3:11-12 | baptize you in water unto repentance, but He who is
coming after me is stronger than I...He Himself will baptize you in the
Holy Spirit and fire, whose winnowing fan is in His hand. And He will
thoroughly cleanse His threshing floor and will gather His wheat into the
barn, but the chaff He will burn up with unquenchable fire.

The New Testament uses the wheat of life to symbolize the believers [cf.
Matt. 3:12]...Those symbolized by wheat have life within; they are the living
children of God. The Lord Jesus will baptize them in the Holy Spirit (v. 11) and
gather them into His barn in heaven by rapture...We need to be born of water
and of the Spirit (John 3:5)...In this way we are regenerated to become children
of God, the believers symbolized by the wheat of life, which will be gathered
into the Lord’s barn. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1151-1152)

Today's Reading

We need to see the obstacles that God’s life encounters in us.

The first problem that God’s life encounters in man is the problem of
ignorance. After any person is saved and becomes a Christian, he still has his
thoughts and concepts...All our human concepts are in darkness, and they
prevent us from knowing life and Christ.

As soon as we are baptized, we typically think that we should be zealous
and preach the gospel. However, when we pray and fellowship with God in
the morning, the living Christ in us may touch us in a different way according
to His constant operation and move in us. Then things truly begin to happen
in us. For example, as He operates in us, we will see that some things we may
have done in the past are inappropriate, such as...blaming our husbands and
complaining about others. We will even have a sense that we should apologize.
Therefore, we need to lose our face and go to those whom we have offended
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EER/RET M, AERTRER. ” IREEEFE
HNEHHRE,

HKATEENRE, YRERNEAEHRE, TER
TE@EAT, RN ®, BERNEETFIAE, RAT
HERE, RYKETR, BETFTHALDTH
TR, ANz, REXEW, “FW, REME, K
ERETATZATH, RBNT . REFHE, BFE
T A, KATHREWEANR, RAEMRANA. 7 &
1 EXAEME, IMENEERSEETTA. AL
&, (FARBMNRIE, ) 2RINERH .. XEHSIEAT
ER, METTENFAINANEL, TRoEERK
I FEANT Y, X, RIOIRTAAEEE, 2@
F, ~EEYE, BARW, ANECEENT Y, W
W, RIMIETGWEE, BAHRFHAL,

HR, 2R ETERWEL, LERE .
METEE R4, AAsmriiiEgEe, TE2EX
BEH, TREMFLIHREZREEHIEN. T, X
B AR AT A A RRE R AT EER,
MEBENER. RANLTmERT— 7 &£,
et A — A= Ao

EateHE T, EeneEE, £e9Rhad R,
JUr =2, £B. 2R, A EE£e. oL, A
WL 20 s LR AR, H BT EEREN,
A — R .

£ AN EBRMNE R, 1F R E A,
e EE - EMARETIEAT, HWERE T
wH, MREAEEENRETBHIZTHEN, REE
. BAEWILEMERME., RAEHE, EAEXRT
WEMLMEZBRE (FEFIXXE-—NLEL=F%F—
M, — <N, —tO0OE—+t=., —tWmEE—L X,
—ttE—LNATD .

7%%17‘1‘;%: %ﬁé}\j/é\i@’ %"E}?\’t%o

TOTARFARNAFFEEIGFG-EIRARMES - 21

and say, “I am truly sorry about how I treated you in the past. I also offended
God. Now I ask you to please forgive me.” This is what Christ is doing in us.

If we genuinely know the Lord, when we pray to Him in the morning, He
will move in us and give us a sense of our need to apologize to our wife. After
praying, we should humble ourselves and apologize for our past wrongdoings
to our wife. After apologizing, we need to say to the Lord, “O Lord, thank You.
[ have obeyed Your moving in me. I have no choice; I do not want to have my
own concept. You are my only choice and my only concept.” If we would all
do this, the living Christ would have more ground and opportunity to speak
to us and to give us even more feelings. The result of this continual operation
would spread to our dealings with others, or it may touch our wrong actions
toward others. At such moments we need to care only for Christ, not for
our face or self-esteem. We need to go to people and apologize for our past
wrongdoings. In this way Christ will surely have more ground in us.

The second problem that life encounters in us is hypocrisy. There was
a sister in the church in Nanking who spoke slowly and walked softly;
everything she did was soft and gentle. Consequently, all the responsible
brothers in the church in Nanking thought that she was very spiritual.
However, strictly speaking, this was a false spirituality. We need to see that
being slow is not necessarily of life and being quick is not necessarily of life.

Life is God Himself, life is Christ, and life is the Holy Spirit. Anything that
is not of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is not life. Hence, regardless of how
much a person can meet—and even go beyond—the standard of morality,
this is still not necessarily life.

The expression of life involves the rejection of our natural disposition and
preference and simply allowing Christ to operate in us and break us. Then
our actions through the inner operation of Christ will be of life. If we always
do things according to our disposition and natural being, the outcome will
always be hypocrisy. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp.
131-135,137-138)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 107
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Col. 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be
manifested with Him in glory.

1 Cor. 2:14-15 ...A soulish man does not receive the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to him and he is not able to know them
because they are discerned spiritually. But the spiritual man discerns all
things, but he himself is discerned by no one.

The third problem that life encounters in us is rebellion. Christ
operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will and
requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us. However,
if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting His
leading or paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are
rebellion. In this case we may have our freedom and choice, but we will
not have the way of life.

Visiting gospel friends and fellowshipping with the brothers and sisters
are very pleasant things to do. However, we may be very active and zealous
in doing those things but still may imprison the living Christ within us by
ignoring Him. Thus, we are actually disobeying the living Christ in us...Our
unwillingness to do things according to His will is clearly rebellion. Many of
us commit this sin every day. The sin that we commit the most frequently
and most severely is not an outward and visible sin; rather, it is the sin of
disobeying the sense of Christ in us. Christ is living in us, and He is constantly
giving us an inward sense of life. We should obey Him, but we often disobey
Him. We often do not do what He wants us to do, and we often do what He
does not want us to do. We often rebel against Him. Rebellion continually
creates obstacles for His life in us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and
the Church,” pp. 138-139)

Today's Reading
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The fourth problem that life encounters in us is our natural capability. Our
natural being, disposition, and self are all problems that prevent God’s life
from coming out of us. However, the problem of our natural capability and
ability is even more serious...Many brothers and sisters truly love the Lord,
are zealous for the Lord, and are very godly. Nevertheless, their greatest
problem is the strength and greatness of their capabilities and abilities.
Consequently, Christ has no ground or way in them.

We all know that some people have a problem with sin, others have
a problem with the world, and still others have a problem with their
disposition. However, it is not easy for us to be aware of the problem of our
natural capability. For example, a group of brothers and sisters, who are very
strong in their natural capability and ability, may truly love and pursue the
Lord. But when a person touches them, he only senses their capability and
ability because they have never been broken in their capability and ability.
When he contacts them, he can only say that they seek and pursue the Lord
but that their natural capability has not been broken. This is because the
Lord is unable to get through in them when He encounters their capability.

There are many brothers and sisters like this among us. They are capable and
talented, but they do not consider these things as sin or filthiness. They even
think that these are good and useful things to the church...They do not despise
their natural capabilities; instead, they treasure them. If these capabilities
remain unbroken in them, they will become a problem to Christ’s life.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we would be enlightened to see how
many obstacles there are in us and how much these obstacles restrict God’s life.
Actually, the obstacles in us are not limited only to these things. Nevertheless,
there is one solution to all these obstacles in us—we must pass through the
cross and let the cross break us. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in
us, we must experience the breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to
be dealt with and removed. This will allow Christ’s life to be lived out from us.
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 139-140)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” chs. 3, 16
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 13:24 Another parable He set before them, saying, The kingdom of
the heavens has become like a man sowing good seed in his field.

38 And the field is the world; and the good seed, these are the sons of the
kingdom...

[David] was zealous to build a temple for God (2 Sam. 7:1-3)...His desire
to care for God and love God was accepted by God, but his intention and
determination to build a house were rejected by God, who immediately sent
Nathan the prophet to David to ask, “Is it you who will build Me a house for
Me to dwell in?” (v. 5). God rejected David’s good intention.

No matter related to our service to God should be determined by us. It
is right for us to love God, but God does not want us to think about doing
something for Him. Our heart to serve Him is acceptable, but our decision to
do something for Him is not acceptable. God said, “Is it you...?"...It was not up
to David to decide whether or not to build the temple...God replied to David,
“Jehovah declares to you that Jehovah will make you a house” (v. 11), as if to
say, “David, you do not know what you are saying when you speak of building
Me a house. It is [ who will build you a house.” (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing
Life and the Church,” p. 282)

Today's Reading

David was one who truly feared God. He was not like some Christians
today who build a “church” whenever they please. Such people think that as
long as they have money and a heart, they can do what they want when they
want. In David, however, we see one who feared God. Although he had the
opportunity, saw the need, and had the ability to build the temple for God, he
stopped...If something is initiated by man, God will say, “Slow down.” When
man’s initiation ceases, God initiates and gives a command.
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When we read the Bible, we must see the light in [this] example. In the
matter of service, no one can initiate anything for God. There is no limit to how
much we should love God or turn our heart toward Him. What God demands
of us is our love and our heart, but we cannot overstep the boundaries...God
is the One who decides, and we must wait. When He gives a command, we can
work. We should love God and wait for His command; we should seek His will
and wait for His revelation. Just as the slaves in the Old Testament loved their
masters and allowed their ears to be bored through with an awl to a doorpost,
we must focus on waiting for our Master’s command (Exo. 21:6).

The confusion in Christianity is not caused by lukewarm ones but by
zealous ones. Out of their zeal for God, they build one chapel after another; out
of their love for God, they establish one school after another...It is right to love
God, but in spite of a proper love for God, many Christians are walking on the
wrong way. We should only love God; we should not initiate anything for God.

[ truly admire David’s condition before God. If David did not fear God...
he might have thought, “What are you talking about? I am in the palace; I
have both money and authority. There is a need, and I want to cooperate
by taking action. Is this not God’s will?”...Because David feared God,
however, he did not react to Nathan; rather, he stopped. It is not a small
thing to stop.

Sister M. E. Barber said, “Whoever cannot stop working for the sake
of God cannot work for the sake of God."...David knew that God needed a
temple, but when God’s word came to him, he immediately stopped his
work...The ability of David not to work for God shows his spirituality. If we
were David, could we have stopped? Opportunities will come, but God’s
word may also come, saying, “Do not do anything. Slow down. Change
your plan. Only My decision counts.” Many who are zealous for God cannot
hear such a word. This is the reason many workers of God cannot work for
God. May God open our eyes. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the
Church,” pp. 282-284)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 4, “The Overcomers,” chs. 2—3
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 5:13 You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt has become
tasteless, with what shall it be salted? It is no longer good for anything
except to be cast out and trampled underfoot by men.

Luke 17:32 Remember Lot’s wife.

David’s stopping established a twofold testimony in the universe. First,
all the work in the universe should come from God, not from man. Second,
all that matters is what God does for man, not what man does for God. David
wanted to build a temple for God, but God said that He would build a house
for David from which a kingdom would come forth. Even after God spoke
this word to David, he fell twice. First, he murdered Uriah and usurped his
wife Bath-sheba (2 Sam. 11:2-17, 26-27). Second, he numbered the children
of Israel (24:1-10). It is amazing that after the murder of Uriah, Bath-
sheba bore David a son, Solomon, and after David was chastised by God for
numbering the people, he offered sacrifices on a piece of land, as instructed
by God, which later became the site for the building of the temple (vv. 18-25;
1 Chron. 21:1; 2 Chron. 3:1).

The son and the site for the building of the temple both came out of
David’s being forgiven of his sins. Those who can see this will bow their head
and worship God, saying, “It is not we who can do something for You, but You
who does something for man.”...God wants only our cooperation; He does not
need us to do anything for Him...We must stop all our opinions, decisions,
and ideas; we need to let Him speak, let Him come in, and let Him command.
All we need to do is cooperate with Him. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life
and the Church,” p. 284)

Today's Reading
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The “you” in Matthew 5:13 refers to the overcoming believers in the
kingdom life. Furthermore, being the salt of the earth is a corporate matter,
not an individual matter...It is as a corporate entity that the kingdom people
are the salt of the earth. If we separate ourselves from the church life, we
cannot be such salt.

For us to be the salt of the earth means that we keep the earth from being fully
corrupted...The earth, which was created by God, has become fallen. In a sense,
it has become rotten and corrupted. But salt kills germs, eliminates rottenness,
and preserves things in their original condition...Hence, the function of salt is
to preserve what God has created. The entire earth is becoming more and more
rotten...To the corrupted earth the people of the kingdom of the heavens are the
element that keeps the earth from being fully corrupted. They have the salting
function of killing germs, eliminating rottenness, and keeping things in their
original condition or bringing them back to their God-created condition.

When the millennial kingdom comes, the whole earth will be salted. All
the germs on earth will be utterly killed, and the whole earth will be not only
regained by Christ but also brought back to its God-created condition. This
work will be done by the kingdom people. Wherever the kingdom people
are, they should exercise a salting influence over those around them. In our
neighborhoods we should exercise our function of killing germs...If we are
poor in spirit, mourning, meek, righteous, merciful, and pure in seeking God,
we shall have a salting function. There will be no need to rebuke others or
point out their mistakes and shortcomings. They will be salted simply by
our presence. This is what it means to be the salt that Kkills the germs of this
corrupted earth. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1157-1158)

Lot’s wife became a pillar of salt because she took a lingering look
backward at Sodom. That look indicated that she loved and treasured the evil
world that God was about to judge and utterly destroy. She was rescued from
Sodom, but she did not reach the safe place that Lot reached (Gen. 19:15-30).
She did not perish; neither was she fully saved. Like the salt that becomes
tasteless (Luke 14:34-35), she was left in a place of shame. This is a solemn
warning to world-loving believers. (Life-study of Luke, p. 328)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msgs. 33, 39
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. It is impossible for a city
situated upon a mountain to be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp and place
it under the bushel, but on the lampstand; and it shines to all who are in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in the heavens.

In nature the kingdom people are the healing salt [Matt. 5:13], and in
behavior they are the shining light [v. 14].

In Matthew 5:13 the Lord Jesus spoke of the earth and in verse 14, of the
world. For the earth there is the need of salt, but for the world there is the
need of light. The darkness is not upon the earth; rather, it is in the world,
which denotes human society, a system of Satan. The world, Satan’s system,
the dark human society, needs light. The light of the world in verse 14 is the
shining of a lamp to enlighten those in darkness. To the darkened world, the
people of the kingdom of the heavens are such a light effacing its darkness.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1158-1159)

Today's Reading

When a person is possessed, he falls directly into Satan’s hand and is controlled
and bound by Satan. When a person is obsessed, he is deceived by himself.
First John 1:8 says that those who say that they have not sinned are deceiving
themselves; they are obsessed. Lying is different from being obsessed. Those
who lie are condemned in their conscience, but those who are obsessed are very
confident in themselves. They are convinced that they are not lying when they
really are...A man who is obsessed takes his perception of reality as reality and
considers his reality to be absolutely right. Second Thessalonians 2:10-12 speaks
of the perishing ones who do not receive a love of the truth but instead believe lies.
This is very sad. When a Christian overestimates himself, he follows the lies of his
mind. Unless these lies are removed, he will fall into obsession sooner or later.
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The way to be delivered from obsession is found in Psalm 36:9: “In Your
light we see light.” “Your light” refers to God’s light, and “we see light” refers
to our seeing the true nature of things through the shining of God’s light.
Many people like to judge according to their mind, ideas, imagination, and
conjecture. Such views are often contrary to facts. The most pitiful men are
those who presume that they are right, who are very confident of themselves,
and who are good at arguing with others...We should come before the Lord
in fear and trembling and come under His shining. If we do this, we will not
become obsessed in the Lord’s service and will not act like Paul before his

conversion.

One principle of enlightenment is that light shines through an opening.
The Lord said that the light is in us in Matthew 6:23. This inner light is the
enlightening of the Holy Spirit within. Yet there can be hindrances to this
inner enlightening...John 3:19-20 indicates that a man will not receive light
once he is prejudiced and has preconceived ideas. Hence, the first hindrance
to light is prejudice and a refusal to come to the light. The deeper a person
is in the truth, the less assurance he should have of himself. A person who is
prejudiced and who does not want to come under the light is dangerous. The
second hindrance to receiving light from the Lord is one’s desire to receive
glory from men. There are certain conditions one has to clearly fulfill before
he can receive light. The first condition is having a heart that seeks after
God’s will. If one seeks after God’s will, he will know the true nature of things
(John 7:17). However, even such a heart cannot always guarantee that we
will not be deceived. Therefore, we have to ask the Lord for mercy so that
He would put in us a heart that genuinely seeks after His will...Lies do not
involve any price; they are cheap. If we want the truth, we have to pay a price
[cf. Prov. 23:23]. This is the second condition for receiving light. May the Lord
be merciful to us so that we will have a heart that seeks after God’s will and
will pay the price to gain the truth. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 901-903)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, chs. 117—119
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:19 And He said to them, Come after Me, and | will make you
fishers of men.

24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

The Lord Jesus said to Peter and Andrew, “Come after Me, and I will
make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). Immediately they left their nets
and followed the King of the kingdom of the heavens to be fishers of men.
Eventually, on the day of Pentecost, Peter became the first great fisher for the
establishment of the kingdom of the heavens (Acts 2:37-42; 4:4).

To be a fisher of men is to bring men out of the world, signified by the sea
with its death waters, into the kingdom of the heavens. This means that to
fish for men, “catching men alive” (Luke 5:10), that is, unto life (Acts 11:18),
is to bring them into the kingdom. On the day of Pentecost Peter began his
ministry of bringing people into the kingdom of the heavens. He brought in
all kinds of people, Gentiles as well as Jews. He was a real fisher of men. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1155)

Today's Reading

To fish for men requires patience. Peter, a quick person, may have learned
this in Matthew 17:24-27. After Peter gave a hasty answer concerning
Christ’s paying the half-shekel, the Lord Jesus asked him, “What do you
think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth receive custom or poll
tax, from their sons or from strangers? And when he said, From strangers,
Jesus said to him, So then the sons are free” (vv. 25-26). Then the Lord
went on to say, “But that we do not stumble them, go to the sea and cast a
hook, and take the first fish that comes up. And when you open its mouth,
you will find a stater; take that and give it to them for Me and you” (v. 27).
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Peter, no doubt, was troubled that he had to go fishing and wait for a fish
to appear with a stater. As a result, Peter may have learned that a fisher of
men must have patience. If we would be fishers of men, gaining others for
Christ’s increase, we also need patience. We cannot have the increase, the
multiplication, in a quick way.

The way to bring others out of the world and into the kingdom of the
heavens is not by today’s superficial gospel but by the gospel of the kingdom
of the heavens [cf. Matt. 24:14]...The gospel of the kingdom includes not only
forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47) and the impartation of life (John 20:31) but
also the kingdom of the heavens with the power of the coming age (Heb. 6:5)
to cast out demons and heal diseases (Isa. 35:5-6; Matt. 10:1).

The gospel of the kingdom, which also includes the gospel of grace (Acts
20:24), not only brings people into God’s salvation but also into the kingdom
of the heavens (Rev. 1:9). The emphasis of the gospel of grace is on forgiveness
of sin, God’s redemption, and eternal life, whereas the emphasis of the gospel
of the kingdom is on the heavenly ruling of God and the authority of the Lord.

The New Testament speaks of the gospel of life, the gospel of grace,
and the gospel of salvation. However, all these are different aspects of the
kingdom. The kingdom is the center, the hub, and all the other items may be
considered the spokes, which are centered on the hub. The gospel of life is
for the kingdom, the gospel of salvation is for the kingdom, and the gospel of
forgiveness is for the kingdom...The kingdom is the real gospel...If we want
to know the gospel in a full way, we must realize that the kingdom is the all-
inclusive gospel. This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations before the end of this age
comes. The inhabited earth means every place inhabited by man. I believe
that the churches in the Lord’s recovery will bear the burden to bring this
gospel to all the inhabited earth. The gospel of grace has been preached in
every continent but not the gospel of the kingdom...This higher gospel [of
the kingdom] must be brought to every continent through the churches in
the Lord’s recovery. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1155-1157)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 36, pp. 73-83
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% vq JE] Week Four
i 04 )5 i) Heirs of God

#dk: 25 Hymns: 30
et =29, W7, FAN17, —18, $=7 Scripture Reading: Gal. 3:29; 4:7; Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:18; Titus 3:7

m3:29  MABRBETEE, 2T MuFENEH, RBENTFAERT . Gal. 3:29 And if you are of Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise.

fe4:7 XH, RAFRRAN, TRILFT; BRILT, dstttawh 5. Gal. 4:7  So then you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, an heir also through God.

78171 BRIk, EREH, REMNER, PEEEfER, REXK Rom. 8:17 And if children, heirs also; on the one hand, heirs of God; on the other, joint heirs with Christ, if
NE#R—FZE, FURNOEH—FEFFAE. indeed we suffer with Him that we may also be glorified with Him.

#1:18  KBERMIOR, ERMNmEm T aMERE,; #EFEF Eph. 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of His
ZHE VN EE, ANEFE; calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

% 3:7 FURNEERGEEERN, RTUREXRT LGN R LR N Titus 3:7 In order that having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs according to the hope
=1 of eternal life.

[A—] § Day 1
T B AR —NMAEL—/NARTZE, & L Anheir is a person legally entitled to inherit the property,

B AR L RITA R assets, or title of another person upon his death.

N BRI FE LA “AAE 2 dE Ak L The literal meaning of heir is "someone who has been
BN appointed to receive an inheritance.”

A BRMRA R I11. The believers become heirs:

— KM EAETARF LA, FE54F69% K,  ASince we are renewed through regeneration to receive the divine essence,
BB ERTAEGHRDE, ($=7, ) mAMW we are also made heirs of God, who are qualified to inherit the estate of
G, AKX APE) Z ik, (Fw 14, God the Father (Rom. 4:14; 8:17; Gal. 3:29; 4:7), according to the hope of
AN17, /m=29, @7, ) eternal life (Titus 3:7).

—

Z KA REMNAEHFE ok H 692,  B.The eternal life, which is our enjoyment in this age and our hope in the
W AN e EAFFTAY, LEAERY coming age, is not only for us to live and enjoy God in this age but also for
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us to inherit all the riches of what God is to us in the coming age and in
eternity; hence, we have the hope of eternal life.

C. According to this hope, we are made heirs of God to inherit all His riches
for eternity.

IV. In the Bible an heir is one who rightfully receives the property:

A.An heir of God is a recipient of a promise or inheritance from God, born
into His family through faith in Christ.

B.Heirs of God signifies inheriting eternal life, the kingdom of God, and
spiritual blessings, often described as being co-heirs with Christ.

C. In the Bible, an heir is one who receives an inheritance, typically a son or
a designated relative who takes possession of a father's estate, rights, and
responsibilities.

D.Spiritually, it refers to believers born into God's family who, as co-
heirs with Christ, receive the promises of salvation, eternal life, and the
kingdom of God.

§ Day 2

V. The following verses are key Bible verses regarding "heirs
of God™:

A."If children, heirs also; on the one hand, heirs of God; on the other, joint
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him that we may also be
glorified with Him"—Rom. 8:17:

1. This shows that there is a condition for us to be heirs.
2.1t is not that we are heirs simply because we are children of God.

3. Rather, after being born as children, we must grow in life to become sons, and then
we must pass through suffering that we may be glorified to become legal heirs.
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§ Day 3 & Day 4

B."You are... a son; and if a son, an heir also through God"—Gal. 4:7:

1. The New Testament believer is no longer a slave to works under law but is a
son in life under grace.

2.The New Testament believers become heirs of God not through the law
nor through their fleshly father but through God, even the Triune God—
the Father, who sent forth the Son and the Spirit (vv. 4, 6); the Son, who
accomplished redemption for sonship (v. 5); and the Spirit, who carries out
the sonship within us (v. 6).

C."If you are of Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to
promise”—3:29:

1. To be Abraham's seed we must be of Christ, be a part of Christ.

2.Because we are one with Christ, we are Abraham's seed, heirs according
to promise, inheriting God's promised blessing, which is the all-inclusive
Spirit as the ultimate consummation of the processed God, who is our
portion.

3. Under the new testament, the believers as God's chosen people, being sons of
full age, are such heirs, not under law but in Christ.

VI. Now we will consider the believers' status as heirs of God:

A.Christ is the Heir of all things (Heb. 1:2), and the believers are destined to
be joint heirs with Christ.

B. After being saved, we are children of God, sons of God, partakers of the
divine nature, and heirs of God.

C. When we reach the stage of growth of being joint heirs with Christ, we
will be glorified.
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D."In order that having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life"—Titus 3:7:

1. Heirs in Titus 3:7 refers to not merely sons but heirs who are qualified to
inherit the Father's estate—Rom. 4:14; 8:17; Gal. 3:29; 4:7.

2. Such heirs are born (John 1:12-13) of God's eternal life (3:16).

E. The believers have become heirs of God through regeneration in the
resurrection of Christ—11:25:

1. When Christ was resurrected, we, His believers, were all included in Him;
thus, we were resurrected with Him—Eph. 2:6.

2.In His resurrection He imparted the divine life into us and made us the same
as He is in life and nature.

3. This is the basic factor of our regeneration to become heirs of God.

§ Day 5
F. In their status as heirs of God, the believers share with all the saints in the
light the Triune God embodied in Christ as their portion—Col. 1:12.

G.Acts 26:18 speaks of the forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among
those who have been sanctified by faith in Christ.

H.This divine inheritance is the Triune God with all He has, all He has done,
and all He will do for His redeemed people.

I. As heirs of God, the believers will also be glorified with Christ—Rom.
8:17b:

1. Christ is now in glory.
2. Eventually, we will be brought into glory and be glorified with Christ.

3. When we are glorified, the body of our humiliation will be transfigured into a
glorious body—Phil. 3:21.
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4. The life that we have within us as a seed is the life of glory; this is Christ in us,
the hope of glory—Col. 1:27.

5. When we have been permeated and saturated with the element of glory, that
glory will come out of us; this is what it means for us, the heirs of God, to be
glorified with Christ.

§ Day 6
J. The believers' enjoyment of the divine inheritance will consummate in

being made God's inheritance—Eph. 1:18:

1. As heirs of God, the believers are joint heirs with Christ according to the
promise and the hope of eternal life, through justification by the grace of
Christ and regeneration in the resurrection of Christ.

2.Ephesians 1:18 indicates that God's inheritance is in the saints.

3.As those who are God's inheritance, we have been sealed with the Holy
Spirit—v. 13.

K.We thank the Lord for bringing us deep into the truth concerning the
believers as heirs of God.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Titus 3:7 In order that having been justified by His grace, we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
authority to become children of God, to those who believe into His name,
who were begotten...of God.

Galatians 4:7 says, “You are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, an heir
also through God.” Here an heir is one who is of full age according to the law (the
Roman law is used by Paul for illustration) and who is qualified to inherit the
father’s estate. The New Testament believers become heirs of God not through
the law or through their fleshly father but through God, even the Triune
God—the Father who sent forth the Son and the Spirit (vv. 4, 6), the Son who
accomplished redemption for sonship (v. 5), and the Spirit who carries out the
sonship within us (v. 6). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1081)

Today's Reading

In Titus 3:7b we see that the believers are not only sons but also heirs
who are qualified to inherit the Father’s estate (Rom. 4:14; 8:17; Gal. 3:29;
4:7). We were born of God (John 1:12-13) with His eternal life (3:16).
This eternal life is for us not only to live and enjoy God in this age, but
also to inherit all the riches of what He is to us in the coming age and
in eternity. Moreover, eternal life implies hope...Because eternal life is
forever and cannot be terminated, it gives us hope. Hence, there is the
hope of eternal life. God’s eternal life is our enjoyment today and our
hope tomorrow.

Eternal life is the divine life, the uncreated life of God. It is not only
everlasting, lasting forever, with respect to time, but in its nature it is
also eternal and divine. The eternal life of God is given to all believers

2026 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 1



E (Bar—16) , WERGA RN WX R HENE
B (ZHRI1T, 21) « RAEG®BEZRMERE (£
24) , REEKH (MEH4) . RAEGUUKKZ T
BT, BE@BEHNEY, CEEBEHEK, i
A#BEN (RE—10) . AL, KT 441
BARGERANE S HAES, FARLELR(ITL2AX
(K+7/29 , HEKL, A AN ERHEZTR
WZ, AT XEGHAZELE, XAXRHR
RATLAEGHRE, IRERELF _E+=_FAET
MEBARE, CEZHILTLELZIFZBENEH, &K
MTHKRNER (F)\21~25), EREWHIEL
W BE (e —5) , UANAEYEE#HERZ L,
TEEFTIN ., T REEET . TRERZRZ E VW EHNHRE (3~
4) o XFARE MWE/NT AR, £ TFEfHKIH
WE, KTAEGZTH. BR. . BRAWEL
=% (BE—11, =13, BEZ—6~17) ., %M1Ex
WHER AW ER, AZ—IHFEE, AR,
XEMAEEEEMEERANIGSRA], #ATHESE
[ K I A 4 TR R, st 2 X 8 B Ry KT B Ao

EREFEEENREREHR X, FwlErm (£
=7 . X (B=24, n=16) RAEEE M X
FIFR R A MHEEX BT RAT, BRETEEW
R, -G E BN A R RN E L, RO EF
X o

"EH—_FLT EFEFEA, RNEEEFHE
HER, BENEELTRIXNEAWENTAL;
frt, REHNEREREEFTECEEGF—Y, o
GEIRATE®, 1ERANWES. XBHEE KN AR,
A+F8E. ERAFARNEEEHIARNET. X
B ENES EHIREENAG, RAE
ZEBEWNESE, AR, KA ER (AR
WELM, —RNEZ/N\T) .

%’{iﬁl‘:‘%: /%Eﬁé/‘j/'}é\‘i//%’ gg—‘ﬁ%;(—‘%o

TOTARFARNAFFEEIGFG-FIARARMES - 21

in Christ (1 Tim. 1:16) and is the main element of the divine grace
given to us (Rom. 5:17, 21). This life has conquered death (Acts 2:24)
and will swallow up death (2 Cor. 5:4). Eternal life and its consequent
incorruption have been brought to light and made visible to men
through the preaching of the gospel (2 Tim. 1:10). Furthermore, eternal
life is not only for us to partake of and enjoy today, but also for us to
inherit (Matt. 19:29) in its full extent for eternity...Its enjoyment today
is a foretaste; the full taste will be the inheritance of it in the coming age
and in eternity, which is the hope of eternal life. This is the blessed hope
revealed in Titus 2:13, which is composed of the freedom of the glory of
full sonship, the redemption of our body (Rom. 8:21-25), the salvation
to be revealed in the last time (1 Pet. 1:5), and the living hope of the
incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance reserved in heaven
(vv. 3-4). This is the full, spiritual, divine, and heavenly blessing and
enjoyment of eternal life, both in the millennium and in the new heaven
and new earth (2 Pet. 1:11; 3:13; Rev. 21:6-7), referred to in 1 Timothy
4:8. According to this hope, we become heirs of God to inherit all His
riches for eternity. This is the climax as the eternal goal of God’s eternal
salvation with His eternal life given to us by grace in Christ.

The believers are heirs of God through justification by the grace of Christ
(Titus 3:7a). To be justified (Rom. 3:24; Gal. 2:16) is to be approved by God
according to His standard of righteousness. God can approve us in this way
because our justification is based on the redemption of Christ...When the
redemption of Christ is applied to us, we are justified.

Titus 3:7a tells us that we are justified by the grace of Christ. The grace
of Christ is not merely His unmerited favor. The grace of Christ is actually
Christ Himself as life and everything dispensed into us for our enjoyment.
This grace is the transmission of the incarnated, crucified, resurrected, and
ascended Christ into us. This grace plays the most important role in the
economy of God'’s salvation. When we received the grace of Christ, we were
justified to become heirs of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
1083-1084)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 101
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

16-17 The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children
of God. And if children, heirs also; on the one hand, heirs of God; on the
other, joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him that we may
also be glorified with Him.

The New Testament speaks of the believers as children of God, sons
of God, and heirs of God. Being children of God is our initial, or primary,
relationship with God. We may be children without the growth of a son, or
we may be sons without the qualification of an heir. Therefore, we need to
grow in order to become sons of God. Then we need further growth, growth
to maturity, in order to be heirs of God. As heirs, we shall inherit the divine
inheritance. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1081)

Today's Reading

[In Romans 8:14-17] three significant terms are used—children, sons,
and heirs...The life of God works in three stages to make us sons of God.
The life of God regenerates us in our spirit, transforms us in our soul, and
transfigures our body. Hence, we have regeneration, transformation, and
transfiguration. These together give us full sonship. As the result of these
three steps, the sons are fully matured.

In this portion of Romans we are told that the Spirit witnesses with our
spirit that we are children of God (v. 16). Verse 16 does not say “sons” or
“heirs,” for in the first stage of sonship, we are simply little children who have
been regenerated by the life of God. After this we will grow. Then verse 14 says
that “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God."...When we
are capable of being led by the Spirit, it means that we have attained a certain
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growth in life. We have grown from children into sons who are able to take the
leading of the Spirit. This means that we are in the second stage, the stage of
transformation. Ultimately, we will become heirs...Therefore, in this portion
of Romans we have children by regeneration, sons by transformation, and
heirs by transfiguration, or glorification. We were born the children of God,
we are growing up as the sons of God, and we are waiting for the time when
we will be fully matured and legally declared to be the rightful heirs of God...
The transfiguration of our body will qualify us to be the heirs of the divine
inheritance. This transfiguration will be accomplished by glorification.

As a result of these three stages, we will obtain full sonship. These three
stages [of sonship] correspond to the three stages of God’s salvation: the
first stage, justification, produces children; the second stage, sanctification,
enables the children to grow into sons; and the third stage, glorification,
results in the transfiguration of the body so that we may become the legal
heirs of the divine inheritance.

The condition for being heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ is that
“we suffer with Him that we may also be glorified with Him” (v. 17)...
Remember that suffering is the incarnation of grace...If we suffer with
Him, we will be glorified with Him...The more suffering we pass through,
the more our glory will be intensified, for suffering increases the
intensity of our glory...In 1 Corinthians 15:41 Paul says that “star differs
from star in glory,” indicating that some stars shine more brightly than
others. We all will shine, and we all will be glorified, but the intensity of
our glory will depend on the amount of suffering we are willing to take.
It is certain that the apostle Paul in that day will shine more brightly
than all of us...We will all be glorified, but the intensity of our glory will
differ according to our suffering. Therefore, Paul says in Romans 8:18,
“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the coming glory to be revealed upon us.” The present
suffering means nothing compared with the coming glory. (Life-study of
Romans, pp. 226-228, 219-220)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 19
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:7 So then you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, an heir
also through God.

3:29 And if you are of Christ, then you are Abraham'’s seed, heirs
according to promise.

Galatians 3:29 reveals that the believers are heirs according to
the promise given by God to Abraham...Abraham’s seed is only one,
Christ (v. 16). Hence, to be Abraham’s seed we must be Christ’s, a
part of Christ. Because we are one with Christ, we are also Abraham’s
seed, heirs according to promise, inheriting God’s promised blessing,
which is the all-inclusive Spirit as the ultimate consummation of the
processed Triune God to be our portion. In God’s New Testament
economy, the believers as God’s chosen people, being sons of God, are
such heirs, not under law but in Christ. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 1082)

Today's Reading

Galatians 3 reveals that God intended to give the promise to Abraham
according to His eternal purpose. Before this promise was accomplished, the
law was given to serve as the custodian of God’s chosen people. Then, at the
appointed time, Christ, the promised seed, came to fulfill God’s promise to
Abraham...Now we are in Christ, the One who has fulfilled the promise, to inherit
the fulfilled promise and to enjoy the blessing of the promise to Abraham. This
blessing is the processed Triune God as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit.

The believers have become heirs of God through regeneration in the
resurrection of Christ [1 Pet. 1:3]...Regeneration, like redemption and
justification, is an aspect of God’s full salvation. Redemption and justification
solve our problem with God and reconcile us to God. Regeneration enlivens
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us with God’s life and brings us into a relationship of life, an organic union,
with God. Hence, regeneration issues and results in a living hope. Such
regeneration takes place through the resurrection of Christ from among the
dead. When Christ was resurrected, we, His believers, were all included in
Him. Thus, we were resurrected with Him (Eph. 2:6). In His resurrection
He imparted the divine life into us and made us the same as He is in life and
nature. This is the basic factor of our regeneration to become heirs of God.

To be regenerated is to receive another life, the divine life, in addition
to the human life...Because of God’s choosing, the Spirit’s sanctifying, and
Christ’s redeeming (1 Pet. 1:2), God begets us, regenerates us. As a result, we
have a second birth. Through regeneration God the Father imparts the divine
life into us. Therefore, the first birth was the birth of our human life, and the
second birth, the birth of the divine life. Once a person has been born on
earth, he has the right to enjoy an earthly inheritance. In the same principle,
once a person has been born again by God with His Spirit, that one is born
unto a living hope, and this living hope is the inheritance (v. 4) of all the
spiritual and heavenly blessings related to eternal life. Daily we need to take
possession of this inheritance and enjoy it.

Through regeneration in the resurrection of Christ we have become
heirs to inherit the Triune God as our inheritance with the Holy Spirit as the
pledge. The “Holy Spirit of the promise” is the “pledge of our inheritance,
unto the redemption of the acquired possession” (Eph. 1:13b-14). God is
our inheritance. We shall inherit all that God is and has...The Greek word
for pledge in verse 14 also means foretaste, guarantee, a partial payment
in advance. God gives His Holy Spirit to us not only as a guarantee of our
inheritance, securing our heritage, but also as a foretaste of what we shall
inherit of God. In ancient times the Greek word for pledge was used in the
purchase of land. The seller gave the buyer a sample of the soil from the land
being purchased. Hence, according to ancient Greek usage, a pledge was also
a sample. As a pledge, the Holy Spirit is the sample of what we shall inherit of
the Triune God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1083, 1085-1086)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 101
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an
inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled and unfading, kept in the heavens
for you.

We need to be impressed with the fact that our inheritance is the Triune
God Himself...The pledge of our inheritance is the Holy Spirit...A material
mansion would not need the divine person of the Spirit as a pledge, sample,
foretaste, and guarantee. Since the pledge of our inheritance is a divine
person, the inheritance must also be a divine person—the Triune God Himself.
The Triune God is the inheritance God intends to give to us, and the Spirit as
the ultimate consummation of the Triune God reaching us is the pledge of this
inheritance. As the pledge of our inheritance, the Spirit guarantees that the
Triune God will be our portion for our enjoyment. This is the Triune God as
our inheritance. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1086)

Today's Reading

Ephesians 1:14 says that the Spirit is the pledge of our inheritance
unto the redemption of the acquired possession. We, God’s redeemed
ones, the church, are God’s possession acquired by His purchase with the
precious blood of Christ (Acts 20:28). In God’s economy God becomes our
inheritance, and we become God’s possession. As God’s possession, we still
need the redemption of our body, for our body is still in the old creation...
On the one hand, the Triune God is our inheritance; on the other hand, we
are His possession. The crucial matter in Ephesians 1:14 is that the Spirit
is pledged into us as a guarantee that God will be our inheritance in full...In
the glory, we shall enjoy God as our inheritance, and He will enjoy us as His
possession.
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Our inheritance is not anything material. The Divine Trinity is our
inheritance, and His consummated Spirit has been imparted into our
being as a pledge. Now this pledge is working within us to redeem God’s
possession until the day we enjoy Him as our portion and He enjoys us as His
possession.

First Peter 1:3 tells us that through the resurrection of Christ we have
been regenerated unto a living hope. Then verse 4 goes on to say, “Unto an
inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled and unfading, kept in the heavens for
you.” At the end of verse 3 there is a comma, and verse 4 begins with “unto.”
This indicates that “unto an inheritance” in verse 4 is in apposition to “unto
a living hope” in verse 3. This means that the living hope is the inheritance
and that the inheritance is the living hope. A living hope, resulting from
regeneration, is our expectation of the coming blessing; an inheritance is
the fulfillment of our hope in the coming age and in eternity. A living hope
is a hope of life. In particular, it is a hope of eternal life. Eternal life is our
enjoyment and also our inheritance. All the riches of God’s being are involved
in His life. These riches have become our inheritance...Our daily experience of
eternal life is also an experience and enjoyment of the inheritance kept for us
in the heavens. This indicates that the living hope and the inheritance are one.

Through our second birth, regeneration, we have been born into a new
inheritance. According to 1 Peter 1:4, this inheritance is not on earth;
rather, it is kept in the heavens. Although this inheritance is kept for us in
the heavens, we can enjoy it now on earth. Our heavenly, divine, spiritual
inheritance is kept in the heavens; yet it is continually being transmitted into
our spirit for our enjoyment.

The Triune God Himself will be our basic inheritance. Related to Him as our
inheritance we have five other matters: the coming salvation of our souls, the
grace to be revealed at the Lord’s coming, the glory to be revealed to us, the
unfading crown of glory, and the eternal glory. These five items, added together,
are a subsidiary inheritance related to God Himself. Although these items are
not the Triune God directly, they are related to the divine life, which is God
Himself. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1086-1087, 1089-1092)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 101
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and
from the authority of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.

Phil. 3:21 Who will transfigure the body of our humiliation to be
conformed to the body of His glory...

In their status as heirs of God, the believers share with all the saints in
the light the Triune God embodied in Christ as their portion. Acts 26:18
speaks of the forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have
been sanctified by faith in Christ...This divine inheritance is the Triune God
with all He has, all He has done, and all He will do for His redeemed people.
This Triune God is embodied in the all-inclusive Christ (Col. 2:9), who
is the portion allotted to the saints as their inheritance (1:12). The Holy
Spirit is the pledge, the guarantee, of this divine inheritance, which we are
sharing and enjoying today as a foretaste and will share and enjoy in full
in the coming age and for eternity (1 Pet. 1:4). (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 1087-1088)

Today's Reading

Believers are generally taught that the inheritance in Acts 26:18 is a
heavenly mansion. But this inheritance is actually Christ as the embodiment
of the processed Triune God...Paul says that the Father has qualified us “for a
share of the allotted portion of the saints in the light” [Col. 1:12].

The good land is a type of the all-inclusive Christ given to us as our
inheritance. The Greek word rendered “portion” in Colossians 1:12 can also be
rendered “lot,” referring to an allotment. When Paul was writing this verse, he
no doubt had in mind the picture of the allotting of the good land to the children

2026 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 9
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of Israel (Josh. 14:1) and used the word portion with the Old Testament record
of the land as the background...Just as the land of Canaan was everything to the
children of Israel, so Christ, the reality of the type of the good land, is everything
to us. Therefore, Christ, the embodiment of the processed Triune God, is our
inheritance, which we share with all the saints in the light.

Christ is now in glory. Eventually we shall be brought into glory and be
glorified with Christ. When we are glorified, the body of our humiliation will
be transfigured into a glorious body (Phil. 3:21). At that time we shall be
completely and absolutely brought into God Himself as our glory. Then we
shall appear with Christ in glory (Col. 3:4).

Some of us may hold strictly an objective concept of glorification.
According to this concept, those who have been saved and regenerated will
suddenly be glorified. Supposedly, the glorification of the believers will
take place instantaneously at the coming of the Lord Jesus. But although
our glorification may appear to be a sudden occurrence, it will actually be
the consummation of a process of gradual growth and development in life.
Through regeneration the life of glory has come into us, and now we have
a seed of glory within us. The life that we have within us as a seed is the
life of glory. This is Christ in us, the hope of glory (1:27). Eventually, this
seed will blossom, and thereby we shall be brought into glory. It will be like
the transfiguration of the Lord Jesus (Matt. 17:1-2). When the Lord was
transfigured on the mountaintop, it was not that the shekinah glory suddenly
came upon Him from the heavens; it was that the divine glory shone from
within Him. Likewise, the glory into which we shall be brought is the out-
shining of the very glory that is within us right now. This means that Christ is
not leading us into some objective glory but into the very glory that has been
sown into us as a seed. Therefore, to be glorified means to have the glory that
has been sown into us as a seed saturate our whole being. When we have
been permeated and saturated with the element of glory, that glory will come
out of us. This is what it means for us, the heirs of God, to be glorified with
Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1088-1089)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 101
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints.

13 In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of
your salvation, in Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit
of the promise.

As heirs of God, the believers are joint heirs of Christ according to the
promise and the hope of eternal life, through justification by the grace
of Christ and regeneration in the resurrection of Christ, to inherit the
Triune God as their inheritance with the Holy Spirit as the pledge, to share
with all the saints in the light the Triune God embodied in Christ as their
portion, to be glorified with Christ, and to inherit an inheritance kept in
the heavens as a living hope. This consummates in the believers being
made God’s inheritance...The Greek word rendered “were designated as
an inheritance” [in Ephesians 1:11] means “to choose” or “assign by lot.”
Hence, this clause literally means we were designated as a heritage. We were
made an inheritance to inherit God’s inheritance. On the one hand, we were
made God’s inheritance (v. 18) for God’s enjoyment; on the other hand, we
were made to inherit God as our inheritance (v. 14) for our enjoyment...
It is by having the Triune God wrought into us that we are constituted into
an inheritance. As God’s element is wrought into our being, we become His
inheritance in reality. Therefore, we are still in the process of being made
God’s inheritance in full. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1092)

Today's Reading

Ephesians 1:18 indicates that God’s inheritance is in the saints. First
God made us His inheritance as His acquired possession and gave us to
participate in all He is, all He has, and all He has accomplished as our
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inheritance. Consummately, all these become His inheritance in the saints
for eternity. God’s inheritance is in and among the saints. We, the saints,
are God’s inheritance. However, what we are by nature cannot be God’s
inheritance. God does not desire to inherit our nature, our flesh, our natural
being. He desires to inherit all that He has wrought into us of Himself.
Therefore, whatever God has wrought into us of Himself becomes His
inheritance.

As those who are God’s inheritance, we have been sealed with the Holy
Spirit (v. 13)...Because we have been made God’s inheritance, at the time we
were saved God put His Holy Spirit into us as a seal to mark us out, indicating
that we belong to God. Actually the Spirit Himself is the seal. To be sealed
with the Holy Spirit means that God has been dispensed into our being.
Hence, this seal is living and moving within us, for the Spirit is constantly
sealing us with God’s essence. To be sealed in this way is to be saturated with
all that God is. Therefore, the sealing of the Holy Spirit also indicates that God
is being wrought into us. Through the sealing of the Spirit, God is working
His essence into our being that He may enjoy us, His acquired possession, as
His inheritance.

It is God Himself within us who constitutes His inheritance among the
saints. In this inheritance are the riches of God’s glory...The believers become
precious to Him by being saturated with the divine essence...Now this
precious God of matchless worth is working Himself into us to make us His
glorious inheritance. When the New Jerusalem comes, we shall see that it
will be altogether a valuable inheritance, shining with God’s glory.

After being saved, we are children of God, sons of God, partakers of
the divine nature, and heirs of God. As heirs of God, we enjoy Him as our
inheritance, and we become His inheritance for His enjoyment. Therefore,
our enjoyment of the divine inheritance consummates in our being made
God’s inheritance. We enjoy God. Then our enjoyment of Him makes us His
enjoyment. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1092-1094)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 101
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What love Thou hast bestowed on us
Worship of the Father — His Love
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. Thou gavest Thy beloved Son

In love to come and die,

That we may be Thy many sons,
As heirs with Him, made nigh.

And Thou our Father art;

Thy very nature, all Thyself,

Thou dost to us impart.

That we may “Abba” cry;

- shipThee And praise for all Thou art.

. Thy heart Thou hast revealed to us, 6. The many sons to glory brought
Made known th’ eternal will; Is Thine eternal goal,
Within the Son Thou hast come forth, And to Thy Son’s own image wrought,
Thy purpose to fulfill. Thou wilt conform the whole.

7. Throughout Thy transformation work
Thou dost direct each one,
From glory unto glory bring
Until the work is done.

. Through Him we have Thy very life 8. What love Thou, Father, hast bestowed;

We'll ever grateful be;
We'll worship Thee forevermore
And praise unceasingly.

. Thy Spirit into ours has come

Of Spirit born, with Spirit sealed,

To be transformed thereby.
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Week Five

Living Stones and Sheep

% A JF
oy

ke Ak 711 Hymns: 1221

hE S

B% RAT=4~5, =9, W10, H+ 11~ Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 2:4-5; Zech. 3:9; 4:10; John 10:11-16;

Ezek. 34:11-31

16, #4=m 11 ~ 31

KA 2:4  ARATRBIMR G AP FE, H M HLTE R NER R, 1 Pet. 2:4 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,

WEr2:5 WHRGEEH, REERANBRWR, RAZANEIRE, €4 1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy
ERER B LT IR AR R A priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

T 3:9 W, REASTEANZENGL, E—RELXLALR, TEZ Zech.3:9 For here is the stone that [ have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven eyes. | will engrave
Wik, REFEBZREL, FEA-HZARENMHEE, its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.

T4:10 HEHFAXHHZEANR? XLRTRZIENRE, BEAH, Zech. 4:10 For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice when they see the
W Z BT 2aa R E. plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel; they are the eyes of Jehovah running to and fro on the

whole earth.

H10:11  REFUA, FHANFE4. John 10:11 I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

H10:12 AERIM, TRHA, FLTEMEDTH, tFLEER, R# John 10:12 He who is a hireling and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming
TERET, RIEE, £ENRHT; and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.

#10:13 BI#%kE, BREEL, #THAX, John 10:13 He flees because he is a hireling and it does not matter to him concerning the sheep.

£10:14  REFHA, RIVRTERN, HERHALIRR, John 10:14 am the good Shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me,

£10:15  EwRARHK, KRR —#; FERIFE4, John 10:15 Even as the Father knows Me and [ know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.

#10:16 RANEF, TRETXEMN; RLMAMATE, MA10EFTH John 10:16 And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must lead them also, and they shall hear
WEE, FHERN—F, H-IMRAT. My voice, and there shall be one flock, one Shepherd.

#3411 BEHEF LG, KROFEIFRENF, B3N, Ezek. 34:11 For thus says the Lord Jehovah, I Myself, even I, will search for My sheep and seek them out.

£34:12 BAEMEEMFFENET, EETRANF, RLEFTRH Ezek. 34:12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day when he is among his sheep which are scattered,
R F;, REEEFZERNEFEHEEL, RAEMITIT so I will seek out My sheep; and 1 will deliver them from all the places where they have been
EHEE, scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.

#34:13 RAEEWNATRFAE K, AEEREMN, FIRMA1ETEE Ezek. 34:13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring
TR, WS ENETLE, —MEAEL, ENR—TTEZ them into their own land, and I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the streams and
A FAT in all the inhabited places of the land.

#34:14 RAEFEFNEGRAMAL, WATELLEUL T 5 LMD Ezek. 34:14 1 will feed them with good pasture, and their dwelling place will be upon the mountains of the
M E RN ELHE, LAELEFLEXHERZE, heights of Israel; there they will lie down in a good dwelling place, and on rich pasture they will

feed upon the mountains of Israel.
%34:15 AR, ROFEEBFROGERH, FM0(1ELHE, Ezek. 34:15 I Myself will shepherd My flock, and I will cause them to lie down, declares the Lord Jehovah.
£34:16 AW, ROTH HEH, ROTAE hm, ROCEE HHH, Ezek. 34:16 I will seek the lost one and bring back the one that was driven away and bind up the broken

KAwiE; RERHAE, ROBRK—REHEL TR

ZOIAREFEARAFFEILGES ANE—FF 1R

one and strengthen the sick one; but the fat one and the strong one I will destroy-I will feed
them with judgment.
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$34:17  REERT, BERMN, T Lwtil, RAEEEEFE,
INEE 2 5L 2 R A AT LB

£34:18 AR LFEHME, EXHNERLELUATEL? ITHE,
TATERRES T RO1BEA, RTHA KNIEAHRET .

£34:19 ETRBFTREN, ABECRNAEMEREN, BRIARER
REH.

£34:20  FTUA, ERR A, Re0F B AR FRE P AT HIIT.

3421 BOAMRATA MR B RG— g saey, SUR Ak, USEa0R
WAL,

%34:22 PO, RAEBKMEE, ML FLFEEY; ROl EFRE
o A #e AT # 87

%434:23  RAT—HKABEMN, SRl REKNIAAT; L%k
AT, ERATHAA .

434:24 RERELEMITAW, ROPAATLEMNTFEEYLF. &
FAEe 2T,

% 34:25 RUEMAITFRWY, FEENTRER, WIIRLZEET
B, REAMT.

%34:26 RAFEMONSRLATERAEE, KL TEFET; L
RGBT .

$434:21 HEOMLER, HULFHPE; miIbEE AT REE.
RATBHATET B3, AT B MR Z A F; AR, fh
it REH L,

434:28  WATAFRBEEGIENEY, HIEHTELTERSMN, RA1H
BRREE, TART.

434:29  RABMADNRAE LWEY; BNEARTENLLHK, 1
FHEZIENER,

434:30 AT, RIAFEMITNERESHIIRAES, FaoEm(l
NEHERRER, TR EZIFERN.,

%34:31 TERMAEE, REFLONEFE, RMOZA, RERNNE
KR EFAAEA,

[(A—]

RO E LRI, A1 E AR Bk
WA, M AN E R EBR—RAT = 4 ~
5
— RMEZLAERBZNGER, BEZARTL, RT F 4,
REBR—#, SMRAARLEY, (FAN,) 24
TAM, FEMFEGOHT, (kiT—28~24, )
THFEAMNEBRKL, HEBENTAAESL:

1y

e

ZOTAREFERAFFEIIILE S ANE—FF 23

Ezek. 34:17 And as for you, O My flock, Thus says the Lord Jehovah, I will judge between one sheep and
another, between the rams and the male goats.

Ezek. 34:18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture and trample down the rest of your
pasture with your feet and drink the clear water and foul the rest with your feet?

Ezek. 34:19 Meanwhile My flock must feed on what is trampled by your feet and drink what is fouled by
your feet.

Ezek. 34:20 Therefore thus says the Lord Jehovah to them, It is  who am about to judge between the fat
sheep and the thin sheep.

Ezek. 34:21 Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted all the weak with your horns until
you scattered them abroad,

Ezek. 34:22 [ will rescue My flock, and they will no longer be prey; and I will judge between one sheep and
another.

Ezek. 34:23 And I will set up over them one Shepherd, My Servant David, and He will feed them; He will
feed them, and He will be their Shepherd.

Ezek. 34:24 And I, Jehovah, will be their God, and My Servant David will be a Prince among them. I,
Jehovah, have spoken.

Ezek. 34:25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish evil beasts from the land, so that
they will dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods.

Ezek. 34:26 And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing, and I will cause the showers to
come down in their season; there will be showers of blessing.

Ezek. 34:27 And the trees of the field will yield their fruit, and the earth will yield its increase, and they
will be secure in their land; then they will know that [ am Jehovah, when I break the bars of
their yoke and deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved them.

Ezek. 34:28 And they will no longer be prey to the nations, nor will the beasts of the earth devour them;
but they will dwell securely, and no one will make them afraid.

Ezek. 34:29 And I will raise up for them a planting place of renown, and they will no longer be consumed
with famine in the land and no longer bear the disgrace of the nations.

Ezek. 34:30 Thus they will know that I, Jehovah their God, am with them, and that they, the house of
Israel, are My people, declares the Lord Jehovah.

Ezek. 34:31 And you are My flock, the flock of My pasture; you are men, and [ am your God, declares the
Lord Jehovah.

§ Day 1

I. The believers are symbolized by living stones, those who
are transformed with Christ's stone nature to be God's
spiritual house—1 Pet. 2:4-5:

A.We, the believers in Christ, are living stones, like Christ, through
regeneration and transformation; we were created of clay (Rom. 9:21),
but at regeneration we received the seed of the divine life (1 Pet. 1:23-24),
which by its growing in us, transforms us into living stones:
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1. At Peter's conversion the Lord gave him a new name—Peter—a stone
(John 1:42), and when Peter received the revelation concerning Christ,
the Lord revealed further that He was the rock—a stone (Matt. 16:16-
18).

2. By these two incidents Peter received the impression that both Christ and His
believers are stones for God's building—1 Pet. 2:4-5.

§ Day 2

B. Christ is the living stone, the foundation stone, the cornerstone, and the
topstone of God's building; after being born of God, the believers in Christ
are transformed into living precious stones for the building up of the
church as the spiritual house of God—v. 4; 1 Cor. 3:11; Isa. 28:16; Acts
4:11; Zech. 4:7; John 1:12-13,42; 1 Pet. 2:5-7; 1 Cor. 3:12; Matt. 16:18.

C. Christ as the stone has seven eyes, which signify the seven Spirits of God,
the sevenfold intensified Spirit (Zech. 3:9; 4:10); the sevenfold intensified
Spirit is also signified by the seven eyes of the Lamb (Rev. 5:6) and the
seven lamps of fire burning before God's throne (4:5):

1. The lamps are for enlightening, searching, exposing, judging, and burning,
and the eyes are for infusing; the seven eyes infuse all that the Lamb-stone is
into our being to make us His golden lampstand—Zech. 4:2-6, 11-14.

2. The way for us to become living stones is to come to Him and be seen by
Him; as the Lord enlightens and judges us, He looks at us and infuses Himself
into us for our transformation into His image; we all need to be under the
enlightening of the seven lamps, the beholding of the seven eyes, and the life
imparting of the sevenfold intensified Spirit.

3. When Christ as the living stone of the grace of God is constituted into our
being through our subjective experience of Him, He becomes our pillow for
our rest to make us a pillar in God's building—Gen. 28:11-12, 17-19a; Zech.
4:7; Matt. 11:28-30; John 1:16-17, 51.
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[(A=] § Day 3
g éék, AReg LT, AL ERE#4FRNGIH  D.Eventually, the corporate Christ, Christ with His overcoming bride,

2, EHEABRMK, MAENEIMEE KR, will come as a stone to crush the aggregate of human government to
VX Mt AP e H—12 —=34~35, H=11, & bring in God's kingdom—Dan. 2:34-35; Joel 3:11; Rev. 19:11-21; cf.
+H 11~ 21, Hb]— 26: Gen. 1:26:

1 EFGIMNEEORH R s DHMERYE—E 1. Out of Christ's mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite the
+h15E3—16> Z12°16° nations—Rev. 19:15a; cf. 1:16; 2:12, 16.

2 BT BRI S AT 5Oy FREVAR A A 2.In order to be constituted and mingled with Christ to become the corporate
k> MRS LEREE - SRR R AR smiting stone, His corporate warrior-overcomer, we need the killing word
DUEL s FAIN S E/IE > EHEN SR 2T that deals with the enemy; we should pray-read the Word to experience the
EREI—FE/N 17 ~ 18 sword as the killing instrument—Eph. 6:17-18.

[FM] § Day 4
N EREFI A, NELFEAENEG4 S I The believers are symbolized by sheep, those who are
ZTF—%+11~16, H==1, K/ 36, under Christ's organic shepherding—John 10:11-16; Psa.
*+=20: 23:1; Matt. 9:36; Heb. 13:20:

— IFAREHRA, 2FHRMANGF, FHA1F L— A The Lord Himself comes as the Shepherd to search for His sheep and seek
=M ~31, B+Aa3~T7, BL17, 4 them out—Ezek. 34:11-31; Luke 15:3-7; Rev. 7:17; John 21:15-17; 1 Pet.
——15~17, KaT=25, & 3~4, 2:25; 5:3-4.

Z A FEE A TxAeE o by sk 4E4E B.The Lord brings His sheep to their own land and to the high mountains; the
i ERGEE, SLEAMELE, FROA land signifies Christ as the good land of Canaan, and the high mountains
B—%=mW13~14, H—12, signify the resurrected and ascended Christ—Ezek. 34:13-14; Col. 1:12.

ARLE) E R BEKF D, EKEILG A C. The Lord brings His sheep back to the streams, signifying the life-giving
i FHMAEEKRFRAMGFL, R )ﬂ Spirit, and He feeds His flock by the streams, signifying His feeding the
MY FZTRAGR—E =013, B==1~2 believers with His riches—Ezek. 34:13; Rev. 22:1-2a; 1 Cor. 12:13; Psa.
t, AT =13, #F=5x8, 36:8.

[EAA] § Day 5
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D.The Lord brings His sheep back to the good and rich pasture, signifying
Christ as our life supply, and causes them to lie down, indicating that
He gives them inward rest—Ezek. 34:14-15; Psa. 23:2; John 10:9; Matt.
11:28-30.

E. The Lord binds up the broken one and strengthens the sick one; through
His cherishing and nourishing, He causes every weak sheep to become a
horse of majesty in battle—Ezek. 34:16a; Zech. 10:3; 11:7.

F. The Lord exercises righteous judgments to clear away all the unjust things
among God's recovered people; the One who nourishes us and supplies
us causes us to have an accurate sense concerning our relationship with
others; when we have such a sense, we judge ourselves, and as a result,
we have a genuine oneness with the saints as one flock—Ezek. 34:17-22;
Col. 3:15.

G. Christ as the real David is set up as the Shepherd to feed us and cause
us to be filled and satisfied; He takes care of us, including all our
problems and responsibilities and every aspect of our living; the issue
of the Lord's caring for us as our Shepherd is that we obey Him as our
King and come under His kingship—Ezek. 34:23; Psa. 23; Rev. 7:17;
22:1-2a.

§ Day 6

H.As we experience the Lord's shepherding and remain under His kingship,
we enjoy His covenant of peace, which is secure and unchanging, and are
no longer subject to spiritual troubles and disturbances—Ezek. 37:24-28:

1. Under His shepherding, all the evil beasts, evil persons, are kept away
from the Lord's recovered people—34:25a; cf. Acts 20:28-29; Phil.
3:2-3.

2. The Lord breaks our yoke, delivers us from slavery, and promises that we will
not be a prey to the enemy but will dwell in peace and safety—Ezek. 34:25b,
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2T F~28- 27b-28.

L REZH AR, APTIRE a4 A48 RE L Through the experience of the Lord's shepherding, God's recovered
B, AAERAP R, A G BT, X4 people have God's presence, God is among them, and they are before
SEEMT AN, AL -2, EAR God; this portrays the perfect fellowship with God—the fellowship in

AT RE; AXRBEAMNEMHE—, AL oneness—in the mingling of God and man, in which we are one with God
5 EMNA——30~31 T, and He is one with us—vv. 30-31.

+ BE E MK, FRMNE LG, F14 ] Through His shepherding, the Lord brings us into the enjoyment of His
AMAEHRZT, mAME—26~27 7 L, blessing and causes us to become a source of blessing under the showers
9%, Al+=2~3, F+H29, #hE—12, of blessing—vv. 26-27a, 29; Gen. 12:2-3; Rom. 15:29; 2 Cor. 1:12, 15;
15, &+ 1: Zech. 10:1:

| BiICAEZE -+ =F - +ET10ES  WEME 1. The blessing in Numbers 6:23-27, like that in 2 Corinthians 13:14, is the
+=FAVUTED 0 e = KA E T 0 B eternal blessing of the Triune God, which is the Triune God dispensing
& fREMEE = — 8 fE S 15 A Himself in His Divine Trinity into us for our enjoyment.

Hil o FRIVES -
2 BB GZ LR B FET— KT B2 2.In order to receive the Lord's blessing, we must practice the oneness, and the

B LEE—F == 9lU3~4 L 14> = practice of the oneness is the one accord—Psa. 133; Eph. 4:3-4a; Acts 1:14;
46 B+HS~6° 2:46; Rom. 15:5-6.
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:4-5 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God
chosen and precious, you yourselves also, as living stones, are being built
up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

In the New Testament the believers are...symbolized by stones and are called
living stones (1 Pet. 2:5). These living stones are actually transformed sinners.

When the Lord Jesus first looked at Peter, He said, “You are Simon, the son
of John; you shall be called Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter [meaning ‘a
stone’])” [John 1:42]. The significance of a stone is that it denotes a work of
transformation to bring forth material for God’s building (1 Cor. 3:12). The
stone in John 1:42 signifies the believers in Christ, after being born of God,
regenerated by receiving Him (vv. 12-13) to be transformed into living precious
stones. This is for the building of the church, the house of God (Matt. 16:18).

We, the believers in Christ, are living stones, like Christ (1 Pet. 2:4),
through regeneration and transformation. We were created of clay
(Rom. 9:21). But at regeneration we received the seed of the divine
life, which by its growth in us transforms us into living stones. At
Peter’s conversion the Lord gave him a new name, Peter—a stone.
When Peter received the revelation concerning Christ, the Lord
revealed further that He also was the rock—a stone (Matt. 16:16-18).
Peter was impressed by these two incidents that both Christ and His
believers are stones for God’s building. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 1170-1171)

Today's Reading

God’s goal in the believers is to have a house built up with living stones [1
Pet. 2:5]. He does not want separated and scattered stones, nor even a pile of
stones merely gathered together. He wants stones built up with one another.
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The spiritual house into which we are being built is God’s building.
Eventually, this building will consummate in the New Jerusalem...We are now
becoming the precious stones that will be built up into the New Jerusalem.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1171)

By our natural birth we are clay, not stones...Man was made from the
dust of the ground [Gen. 2:7] . Romans 9 reveals that we are vessels of clay.
How, then, can we become stones? We become stones through the process of
transformation.

When the Lord called...Peter a stone, that meant that he would certainly
become a stone. Whatever the Lord says to us will be fulfilled. If He says, “You
are gold,” then you will be golden. The Lord knew that when He changed
Simon’s name to Peter, a stone, he would become a stone.

In John 1:42 Peter was told that he was a stone. Then sometime later, in Caesarea
Philippi, in answer to the Lord’s question, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter,
receiving the revelation from the Father, said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” To this the Lord Jesus replied, “And I also say to you that you are Peter,
and upon this rock [ will build My church” (Matt. 16:18). Here the Lord indicated
that He is the rock upon which the church is built and that Peter is a stone.

We all are clay. How can we be built up? In order to be built up as a
spiritual house, we need to become stones. But how can we actually become
living stones? We become living stones by coming to Christ as the living stone
(1 Pet. 2:4).

We may use petrified wood as an illustration of transformation...Petrified wood
is wood that has been changed into stone. Over a long period of time, water has been
flowing over wood and through it. By means of this flow of water, the substance of
the wood is changed into stone. On the one hand, the element of wood is carried
away; on the other hand, the element of stone is brought in to replace the element of
wood. In this way the wood becomes stone. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 151-152)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 108; Life-
study of Genesis, msg. 69; Life-study of Acts, msgs. 15—16; Life-study of 1
Peter, msgs. 16—18
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Zech. 4:7 ...He will bring forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace
to it!

3:9 For here is the stone that | have set before Joshua—upon one stone
are seven eyes. | will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and
I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.

Jesus Christ is a stone for God’s building...According to Acts 4:12,
this stone is the One in whom we can be saved. Hence, He is the Stone-
Savior. As the Stone-Savior, He is solid, strong, and reliable...This stone
is the rock, the foundation stone, and the cornerstone. In Zechariah 4:7
we see that He is even the topstone. Christ is the material for God’s
building. God’s building is entirely of Christ. (Life-study of Acts, p.
125)

The topstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” signifies Christ, who is the
grace as the stone, upon which are the seven eyes of Jehovah, the sevenfold
intensified Spirit of God for the completion of the rebuilding of God’s temple
(Zech. 3:9; 4:7-10; Rew. 5:6). To bring forth the topstone is to complete the
building...For God’s building, Christ is a stone in three aspects. Christ is
the foundation stone to uphold God’s building (Isa. 28:16; 1 Cor. 3:11), the
cornerstone to join together the Gentile and Jewish members of His Body
(Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:6), and the topstone to consummate God'’s building. (Life-
study of Zechariah, pp. 30-31)

Today's Reading

Do you know what the Lord Jesus is today? He is the stone. He is the
Lamb and the Lion in order to be the stone. Having removed the iniquity and
having defeated all the enemies, He is now building...Now we can understand
why, in His last visit to Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus indicated to the Jewish
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builders that they were rejecting not only the Lamb, the Redeemer, and the
Lion, the Overcomer, but also the stone, the cornerstone. After His death and
resurrection, the age became the age of the church, which is God’s building.
For the building of the church, Christ is the rock. As He Himself told Peter, “You
are a stone, and upon this rock I will build My church” (Matt. 16:18). After
the crucifixion and the resurrection, the age became the age of the rock, the
age of the stone. This is the age of building.

It seems that throughout the centuries no one has ever realized that this
age is not merely the age of redemption and of overcoming but mainly of the
building. Christ today is the stone...Praise the Lord that He is now the Lion-
Lamb-stone. His victory and His redemption both were for Him to be the
stone. If He had not defeated the enemy and removed iniquity, there would
have been no way for Him to accomplish God’s building work. Hallelujah, our
Lord Jesus is now the Lion-Lamb-stone!

This stone has seven eyes. This is the crucial point. These seven eyes are
the seven Spirits of God, and the seven Spirits of God are the seven burning,
flaming lamps. What is the function of the eyes? Certainly, it is seeing. The
seven eyes of Christ, however, are not for seeing things but for Him to see us, to
look at us. Undoubtedly, the seven eyes of the building stone are for transfusing
and infusing. Whenever He looks at us, we can understand if He is happy or
unhappy...By looking at us, He transfuses all that He is into our being...The
seven Spirits of God are for the imparting of life because, in the Bible, the Spirit
is the Spirit of life. The seven lamps are for enlightening, searching, exposing,
and judging in God’s move. This is for God’s administration. The transfusing
by the eyes, the imparting of life by the Spirits of God, and the enlightening,
searching, exposing, and judging by the seven lamps are all found in the book
of Revelation. All of this is for the New Jerusalem. Before we came into the
church, we never heard anything like this. But after we were in the church, we
experienced something shining in us to search out every secret of our entire
life. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 375-376)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msgs. 22, 33, 68; CWWL, 1977,
vol. 3, “The Ultimate Significance of the Golden Lampstand,” ch. 5; Life-study
of Zechariah, msgs. 4—>5
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Dan. 2:34-35 ...A stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at
its feet of iron and clay and crushed them...And they became like chaff...; and
the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone
that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

This stone cut out without hands is Christ...He was cut by God through
His crucifixion and resurrection. Through His crucifixion He was cut by being
put to death (Acts 2:23), and in His resurrection He was cut out to be, first,
the cornerstone for the building up of the church and the crushing stone to
destroy the totality of human government (v. 24; Matt. 21:42, 44b).

At His appearing as the stone cut out not by human hands, Christ will crush
the great image from the toes to the head...Revelation 19 speaks of the war
between Christ and Antichrist. With Christ there will be His newly married bride,
composed of the overcomers, and with Antichrist there will be the ten kings with
their armies. This war will be a fighting of the earth against the heavens, of man
against God. Christ will defeat and destroy Antichrist and the ten kings.

According to Daniel 2:34-35a, this will entail the crushing of the entire
human image from the toes to the head...This signifies the complete
destruction of all human government from Nimrod to Antichrist. Human
government will therefore be terminated by Christ at His appearing as the
God-cut stone. (Life-study of Daniel, pp. 16-17)

Today's Reading

The Bible reveals that Christ is a stone in three aspects. First, to the
believers Christ is the foundation stone in whom they trust. Concerning
this aspect of Christ as a stone, Isaiah 28:16 says, “Indeed I lay a stone
in Zion as a foundation, / A tested stone, / A precious cornerstone as a
foundation firmly established.” Second, to the unbelieving Jews Christ is
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the stumbling stone (8:14; Rom. 9:33). Regarding this aspect, Matthew
21:44a says, “He who falls on this stone shall be broken to pieces.” Third,
to the nations Christ will be the smiting stone. “On whomever it falls, it
shall crush him to powder and scatter him like chaff” (v. 44b). Daniel 2
reveals Christ as the smiting stone crushing the great human image and
causing it to become like chaff carried away by the wind. (Life-study of
Daniel, p. 17)

By pray-reading we take the word of God into us. Usually when we speak
of taking the word of God into us, we think of the word as nourishment...
The nourishing word is for our building up, whereas the killing word deals
with the enemy [see Eph. 6]. In this context we should pray-read the Word
not mainly to receive nourishment but primarily to experience the sword as
the killing instrument. The more we pray-read the Word, the more we should
experience the killing power of the word.

The sword is the only aspect of the armor that is for offensive warfare;
that is, it is the only item of God’s armor used for attacking the enemy.
Perhaps you are wondering what this has to do with our subjective
experience of the killing power of the word. If we would understand this,
we must see that in spiritual warfare we must deal not only with the
objective enemy but even the more with the subjective adversary. Satan
is not only the enemy outside us; he is also the adversary inside us...
The attacks of the enemy from without are not as serious as those of the
adversary from within. To deal with this inward adversary we need to
experience the Kkilling power of the word. Yes, the enemy is outside us,
but his elements are within our very being...Since the enemy has injected
himself into our being, what we need is for the killing power of the word
to be applied to us to deal with the elements of the enemy within us. In
our experience we eventually come to realize that the most difficult foe
is the self. The self is our worst enemy. Many times we are tempted not
by an objective enemy but by the self, our own inner being. (Life-study of
Ephesians, pp. 796-797)

Further Reading: Life-study of Daniel, msgs. 3—4; Life-study of Ephesians,
msg. 97
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 34:11-13 For thus says the Lord Jehovah, | Myself, even I, will
search for My sheep and seek them out...And | will deliver them from
all the places where they have been scattered...And | will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them into
their own land, and I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the
streams and in all the inhabited places of the land.

Because of our fallen condition, we were all buried under many evil things,
so we needed God to search for us. In Luke 15 we have both the shepherd
(signifying Christ as the Shepherd) seeking the lost sheep and the woman
(signifying the Spirit) lighting the lamp and searching within the house for the
lost coin. The prodigal son then was drawn home by the searching of the Spirit.

The Lord has done the same thing with us. He searched for us in order to
save us and recover us. Before we were saved, we were buried under many
sins, but the Lord Jesus sought us. Then after we were saved, we backslid
into degraded Christianity, and we were buried under many things, such
as doctrines, forms, and gifts. However, once again the Lord Jesus searched
for us; He sought us out and brought us out. Now we are the ones who have
been sought out by the Lord Jesus as the Shepherd. (Life-study of Ezekiel,
pp. 175-176)

Today's Reading

Ezekiel prophesied that as the Shepherd, the Lord would bring His people,
His sheep, out of the nations [Ezek. 34:12-13a].

This also has been our experience...As sinners or when we became
backsliders,...although we were living like unbelievers among billions
of others on earth, the Lord Jesus sought us out and brought us out of
the nations, out of the unbelievers...Formerly, you were the same as the
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unbelievers, but one day the Lord Jesus as the Shepherd sought you and
brought you out from among the unbelievers and brought you to Himself.

In verse 13b the Lord went on to say that He would bring His people
back to their own land. They were in captivity in heathen countries, but the
Lord promised to bring them back to their own country, to the good land of
Canaan. Our good land is Christ. Before we were saved or after we backslid,
we were separated from Christ. But the Lord sought us out and brought
us back to Himself and even into Himself as our good land...The good land
today is also in the church life. Thus, when we were brought back to Christ,
we were also brought to the church life, where we have the riches and the
enjoyment of the good land.

The Lord promised to bring His people back not only to their own land but
also to the mountains of the heights (vv. 13-14)...This indicates that the Lord
Jesus brings us back to the experience of the resurrected and ascended Christ.

The Lord also said that He would bring His people back to the streams (v.
13). These streams signify the life-giving Spirit, the living water of the Spirit.
From the mountains, the resurrected and ascended Christ, the living water of
the Spirit flows. The Spirit of life flows forth from Christ in His resurrection
and ascension. After the Lord sought us out and brought us back to Himself,
we not only returned to Christ in the transcendent position of His ascension,
but we also began to drink of the Spirit as the living water.

Furthermore, verse 13 says that the Lord would feed His flock by the streams.
We can testify that in the local churches we have the sense that the Lord Jesus
is feeding us day by day by the streams of living water. While we were in the
denominations, we had the sense of dryness and drought, but once we came into
the meetings of the local churches, we began to have the sense that we had been
brought back to the streams and that by these streams we were being fed by the
Lord Jesus. Something was flowing there as a stream, and we were by the side of
the stream enjoying the riches of Christ. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 176-178)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 109; Life-
study of Zechariah, msgs. 10—11
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 34:14-15 | will feed them with good pasture, and their dwelling
place will be upon the mountains of the heights of Israel; there they will
lie down in a good dwelling place, and on rich pasture they will feed upon
the mountains of Israel. I Myself will shepherd My flock, and I will cause
them to lie down, declares the Lord Jehovah.

Whereas the streams signify the life-giving Spirit, the pasture signifies
Christ [Ezek. 34:13-14]. By the streams we have the rich Christ as our
pasture. The streams are for our drinking, and the pasture is for our eating.
In the meetings of the local churches, we do have the sense that we are by
the streams and in the pasture, that we are drinking and eating. Praise the
Lord that we are under the care of our Shepherd, drinking by the streams
and feeding in the pasture!

In verse 15...to lie down means not to work, struggle, and strive...In Song
of Songs 1:7 the seeker asked the Lord where He pastured His flock, where
He made His flock lie down at noon. Whenever the Lord feeds us, shepherds
us, and gives us something to drink, He also gives us rest. In the church
meetings we often have the sense that we are lying down to rest. Outwardly,
we are sitting, but inwardly, we are lying down to rest. (Life-study of Ezekiel,
pp. 178-179)

Today's Reading

As the Shepherd, the Lord will bind up the broken one and heal the sick one
[Ezek. 34:16a]. How we need the Lord’s binding and healing! Frequently in the
church meetings we have the sense that we are under the tender binding of the
Lord and that the wounds and the broken places are being bound up by Him. At
other times we may sense that we are experiencing His strengthening, His healing.
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Only after He gives us the life supply, binds up our wounds, and heals us
can all the unjust things among us be cleared away. However, if we lack the
Lord’s supply, binding, and healing, we will condemn others, blame others,
and complain about others. If we condemn and blame one another, we
cannot be in harmony with one another. But as the Lord recovers us by life,
we have genuine revival, we have the enjoyment of Christ, which causes us
to be satisfied, restful, and peaceful, and we experience the Lord’s binding
and healing. The One who nourishes us and supplies us causes us to have an
accurate sense concerning our relationships with the brothers and sisters.
When we have such a sense, we judge ourselves, and as a result, we have a
genuine oneness with the saints as the one flock.

Verse 23 goes on to say, “And [ will set up over them one Shepherd, My
Servant David, and He will feed them; He will feed them, and He will be their
Shepherd.” David typifies Christ. Christ is the real David, the real Shepherd,
feeding us and causing us to be filled and satisfied. As our Shepherd, Christ
takes care of us, including all our problems and responsibilities. He takes
care of us not only in spiritual things but in all things related to our human
needs. This means that, according to Psalm 23, He takes care of us in every
aspect of our living.

Since the Lord Jesus is our Shepherd taking care of us, we should not
worry about our problems or about our living. Instead, we need to learn to
put our trust in Him. At the end of the day;, it is very good to pray to the Lord
as our Shepherd. There is no need to pray at length in a formal, religious
way. Simply say, “Lord Jesus, I thank You that [ am under Your care. Now I
am going to sleep, and I ask You to come and take care of me.” Such a simple
prayer is good enough. When you wake up in the morning, you say, “Lord, I
thank You that I am still under Your care.” There is no need to be religious,
asking the Lord to protect you and do many other things for you.

As He cares for us, He feeds us, and we have the real experience of
Psalm 23: The Lord is our Shepherd, and we lack nothing. May we all
learn to experience Christ as our Shepherd. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp.
179-181)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ezekiel, msg. 16
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 34:25-26 And | will make with them a covenant of peace and
banish evil beasts from the land, so that they will dwell securely in the
wilderness and sleep in the woods. And | will make them and the places
around My hill a blessing, and | will cause the showers to come down in
their season; there will be showers of blessing.

Certain portions of Ezekiel speak of God’s covenant with Israel. Ezekiel
16:60 and 62 say, “Nevertheless I will remember My covenant with you in
the days of your youth, and [ will establish an eternal covenant for you...And
[ will establish My covenant with you, and you will know that [ am Jehovah.”
In 37:26a the Lord promised, “I will also make a covenant of peace with
them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them.” Once a matter has been
covenanted, it is established and secure and it cannot be changed...As we
experience the Lord’s shepherding and remain under His kingship, we enjoy
His peace and are no longer subject to spiritual troubles and disturbances.
(Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 181-182)

Today's Reading

Ezekiel 34:25a says...that, under the Lord’s shepherding, all the evil beasts
will be kept away from the Lord’s recovered people...In the proper church
life there are no wolves, only lambs. In His recovery the Lord banishes evil
beasts.

In Ezekiel 34:27 the Lord promised to break all the yokes, including the
yokes of sin and the world...Jesus breaks every fetter! In the local churches
we have no yokes. Instead, we have full liberty and full release. Verse 27 also
indicates that the Lord delivers us from all kinds of slavery...The more we
enjoy the Lord’s shepherding, the more we are liberated from every kind of
slavery.
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[In verse 28a] the Lord promised that those in His recovery would never
be prey to the enemy. This means that they would never be defeated or
captured by the enemy. In the church life we share the spoil of the Lord’s
recovery, of the Lord’s victory. Instead of struggling to gain the victory, we
are simply enjoying the victory of the Lord.

Eventually, the Lord promised that all those in His recovery would dwell
in peace and security. Verse 25b says, “They will dwell securely in the
wilderness and sleep in the woods”; verse 27b says, “They will be secure in
their land”; and verse 28b says, “They will dwell securely, and no one will
make them afraid.” This indicates that we will dwell securely and restfully in
Christ, without any fear. In Christ we have peace.

In verse 15 we have the phrase lie down, and in verse 25, the word sleep.
Under the Lord’s shepherding, it is safe to sleep even in the woods. In the
Lord’s recovery, there is no need for us to be afraid of anything...In the
proper church life in the Lord’s recovery, there is nothing for you to be afraid
of. In such a church we have the sense of security...There should never be
a situation in the church life that causes you to be fearful. For instance, you
should never be afraid to talk to an elder or to an older sister.

The Lord promised not only that His people would receive His blessing
but also that He would make them a blessing [v. 26a]. If there is the peace
that is the peace of the covenant, the Lord’s blessing will follow. First, we
ourselves will enjoy the Lord’s blessing, and then He will cause us to become
a source of blessing to others so that they may be supplied.

God will cause the showers of blessing to come down in their season [v.
26b]...There will be timely rain. As we are abiding in Christ, the rain, the Holy
Spirit, will often come upon us. Sometimes even at home after the meeting,
we have the sense that the showers of blessing are still coming down upon
us. This is the strongest sign that the Lord’s blessing is upon the local church.
He sends us showers of blessing in season, so timely. (Life-study of Ezekiel,
pp- 182-184)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msg. 11; The Intrinsic Problem
in the Lord’s Recovery Today and Its Scriptural Remedy, ch. 2
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3. Jesus Himself is our pasture,
He is the food that we eat;
We as His sheep are fed richly
Each time, whenever we meet.

= BRI IVERGE, AR,
A ERATIEA M,  REFFEETCH!

=\ HsREC )RRy, MR EY;
HATER BALR S,  BRREREEL.

4. Dwell we here on a high mountain,
Wet with the morning-fresh dew,
Slaking our thirst at the fountain,
Water so living and new.

M. JATSEAETmE L, e 8 &7 !

AT —EARE,  HEFEHREK.

5. Christ is our rest and enjoyment,
Here we have nothing to fear;

Here all the sheep dwell securely,
Kept by His presence so dear.
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Week Six
Brothers of Christ as the Firstborn Son of God

Hymns: 948

Scripture Reading: 2 Sam. 7:12a, 14a; Rom. 1:3-4; 8:28-30; Heb.
2:10-12; 1 Cor. 15:31, 36

2 Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after
you, which will come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.

2 Sam. 7:14 [ will be his Father, and he will be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will strike him with the rod
of men and with the stripes of the sons of men;

Rom. 1:3 Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh,

Rom. 1:4 Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the
resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;

Rom. 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose.

Rom. 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Rom. 8:30 And those whom He predestinated, these He also called; and those whom He called, these He
also justified; and those whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Heb. 2:10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading
many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb. 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause
He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb. 2:12 Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of
praise to You."

1 Cor. 15:311 protest by the boasting in you, brothers, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

1 Cor. 15:36 Foolish man, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies;
§ Day 1

"I will raise up your seed... I will be his Father, and he will
be My son"—2 Sam. 7:12a, 14a:

A.This word corresponds with Paul's in Romans 1:3-4 concerning Christ
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as the seed of David being designated the Son of God in His humanity in
resurrection.

B.The intrinsic significance of 2 Samuel 7 is that the Triune God is
working Himself in His processed and consummated Trinity into His
chosen people.

C. According to Hebrews 1:5b, which quotes 2 Samuel 7:144a, David's seed is
Christ as God's firstborn Son, who has both divinity and humanity—Heb.
1:54, 6.

D.Your seed in 2 Samuel 7:12a and My son in verse 14a imply that the seed
of David would become the Son of God, that is, that a human seed would
become a divine Son—Rom. 1:3-4.

E. This implies that God's intention in His economy is to make Himself man
in order to make man God in life and nature but not in the Godhead.

F. This word concerning the seed of David becoming the Son of God is
continued and developed strongly in the New Testament—Matt. 22:41-
45; Rev. 22:16.

§ Day 2

II. In Acts 13 Paul says that from David's seed "God, according
to promise, brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus" (v. 23), and
that "God has fully fulfilled this promise...in raising up Jesus,
as it is also written in the second Psalm, 'You are My Son;
this day have I begotten You' (v. 33):

A.In verses 32 and 33 we see that Christ as the firstborn Son of God was
promised to the fathers, and God fulfilled this promise by raising up
Jesus.

B.Resurrection was a birth to the man Jesus:
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1. He was begotten by God in His resurrection to be the firstborn Son of God
among many brothers—Rom. 8:29.

2. He was the only begotten Son of God from eternity—]John 1:18; 3:16.

3. After His incarnation, through resurrection He was begotten by God in His
humanity to be God's firstborn Son—Heb. 1:6.

C. Paul was able to see the Lord's resurrection in Psalm 2:7: "You are My
Son; / Today I have begotten You":

1. Paul applies the word today to the day of the Lord's resurrection.
2. This means that Christ's resurrection was His birth as the firstborn Son of God.

3.Jesus, the Son of Man, was born to be the Son of God through being raised
from the dead; therefore, God's raising up Jesus from the dead was His
begetting of Him to be His firstborn Son—Acts 13:33.

D.Through incarnation God's only begotten Son put on humanity and
became the God-man (John 1:14, 18; Luke 1:35); then in resurrection
this God-man was born of God to be His Firstborn (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:6;
Rom. 8:29):

1. Before incarnation God's only begotten Son did not have the human nature;
He had only the divine nature.

2.In resurrection God's firstborn Son has the human nature as well as the
divine nature.

E. Through His resurrection Christ was born to be the firstborn Son, and at
the same time all His believers were born to be the many sons of God—1
Pet. 1:3; Heb. 2:10:

1. Among these many sons, only the Firstborn is God's only begotten Son—1
Pet. 1:3; Heb. 2:10.

2.This only begotten Son of God, in His resurrected humanity, is also the
firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:29.
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3 VKT I HER AN » e 1 B/EHFZ L 3. The Firstborn has both divinity and humanity, and we, His believers as God's
THERE - FEE B ABIEE R E B RS — 1 many sons, also possess both the human nature and the divine nature—?2
Ja—4 - Pet. 1:4.

(A= § Day 3

A “RIWBEHERTAYILT” #d £ F4 1L The seed of David becoming the Son of God speaks of the
HEE, BIREAMNKTOLIE—MTL process of Christ's being designated the firstborn Son of God
12~14 L, §—3~4, K=_=45 53 by resurrection—2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Rom. 1:3-4; Matt. 22:45;
—_16: Rev. 22:16:

— RF M AE K, BTAREAILTZ A Paul says that he was separated unto the gospel of God concerning
ega g, XAGPATEAE T ) RILT L a4 God's Son, which indicates that the gospel of God is a gospel of
= AEEBIRGER—F —1, 3~4, A\ sonship for the reality of the Body of Christ—Rom. 1:1, 3-4; 8:28-30;
28 ~ 30, +=5, 12:5.

ZWMTEET_E2+wP EFAMREAMHLMFAE,  B.Romans 1:3-4 is the fulfillment of the prophecy in typology in 2 Samuel
EFL—FZEWHEFT EE, BHRAAN, 7:12-14a, unveiling the mystery of God becoming man to make man God
AEEANELEGFERE (EREME L) &K in life and in nature but not in the Godhead:

A AP RALAB T ok
| BB A R e (99— 180 ) & 1. By incarnation, Christ, the only begotten Son of God in His divinity (John 1:18),

BERANGE > ZEESHEELRANAE (BLEA put on the flesh, the human nature, which had nothing to do with divinity; in
M) AR > #R 2Ry LT His humanity, He was not the Son of God:
A R ERIAY A B A TGS » 2 THHE a.Jesus in His humanity was the seed of David, a human seed belonging
(HA—-ZX6) WAEEE-—H—15 T - to the old creation (the old man—Rom. 6:6) of God—Col. 1:15b.

b HEBEMI AR BEENG 3IEE T4 b.When Christ died on the cross as the seed of David in His humanity,
BB HERHEHGERIHETSRE TR BIR TR He crucified the old man with the old creation, destroyed the devil,
o AEREHESE TR A TIHAR--2N 60 K condemned sin in the flesh, and judged the world—Rom. 6:6; Heb.
4o B3 MER2 =14 F 2531 e 2:14; Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; John 3:14; 12:31.

D EEEE o HIy ANER MR B TR 2.In resurrection His humanity was deified, "sonized," meaning that He
BEEEW » A AEMA i B LT - BAE became the Son of God not only in His divinity but also in His humanity—
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Rom. 1:3-4:

a.In resurrection He was designated the Son of God, made the firstborn
Son of God, possessing both divinity and humanity—8:29.

b.Crucifixion was the best way for Him to be designated, glorified,
resurrected:

1) If a seed dies by being buried in the soil, it will eventually sprout,
grow, and blossom, because the operation of the seed’s life is
activated simultaneously with its death—]ohn 12:23-24.

2) The divinity, the Spirit of holiness, in Christ became operative in His
death, and in resurrection He "blossomed" as the Son of God.

3) According to His flesh, He was crucified, but according to His Spirit,
He was made strong, very active, to put divinity into the humanity of
Christ to make it divine; this is what it means to designate, and this is
to sonize—1 Pet. 3:18.

c. The humanity of Christ was designated, marked out, uplifted, by the
Spirit of holiness, the divinity of Christ; in this way the humanity of
Christ was uplifted into divinity; that is, Christ was begotten again in
His humanity to be the firstborn Son of God—Acts 13:33:

1) Christ was the first One regenerated in resurrection—Rom. 8:29:

a) His humanity was born in His mother's womb; that was human and
could not be considered the Son of God but the Son of Man.

b) Christ's resurrection uplifted His humanity and put His divinity into
this humanity; so by this resurrection His humanity was born again to
be a part of the Son of God.

§ Day 4

2) The prototype is the firstborn Son of God, and the reproduction is
the many sons of God, the members of the prototype to be His Body,
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which consummates in the New Jerusalem—1 Pet. 1:3.

IV. The seed of David becoming the Son of God speaks of the
process of our being designated the many sons of God by
resurrection—Heb. 2:10-11:

A.Christ has already been designated the Son of God, but we are still in
the process of designation, the process of being sonized, deified—Rom.
8:28-209.

B. The life of the Son of God has been implanted into our spirit—v. 10:

1.Now we, like the seed that is sown into the earth, must pass through the
process of death and resurrection—John 12:24-25.

2. This causes the outer man to be consumed, but it enables the inner life to
grow, to develop, and ultimately, to blossom; this is resurrection—1 Cor.
15:31, 36; 2 Cor. 4:10-12, 16.

3.The more we grow in life for our transformation in life, the more we are
designated the sons of God:

a.In order to grow, we need a heart turned to the Lord and a heart that
is pure toward Him—3:16, 18; Matt. 5:8; 2 Tim. 2:22.

b.In order to grow, we need to feed on the guileless milk and the solid
food of the word—1 Pet. 2:2; Heb. 5:12-14.

c. In order to grow, we need the watering of the gifted members—1 Cor.
3:6b; John 7:37-39; Prov. 11:25.

d.Through all the things in our environment and by our failures, our
ugly self is torn down, and the Lord has a greater opportunity to work
within us—Rom. 8:28-29.

e.One day this process will be completed, and for eternity we will be
the same as Christ, God's firstborn Son, in our spirit, soul, and body—
1 John 3:2; Rom. 8:19, 23; Hymns, #948, stanza 2.
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= EEFE, KBAMGANEZHARE HAPE9)L  CIn resurrection Christ in His humanity was designated the Son of God,
T BEEXHENELE, AMNCAERTE AL and by means of such a resurrection we also are in the process of being

Foogd AT —F A\ 11 designated sons of God—Rom. 8:11:

1 BA TR ~ FAFAL ~ BAERHRERE - 928 1. The process of our being designated, sonized, deified, is the process of
ENARE - AU EER R E-—E5]  TE -~ B resurrection with four main aspects—sanctification, transformation,
MEE—7N2+22° J\29~30- conformation, and glorification—6:22; 12:2; 8:29-30.

2 #itnH 2 AR R BE RS 0 FLENENEEEN 2. The key to the process of designation is resurrection, which is the indwelling
BATREMENZ > T EdigE1—2 Christ as the rising-up Spirit, the designating Spirit, the power of life in our
=25 B0~ 11 fE 24 » MRAT+FH 36 Fi4: spirit—John 11:25; Rom. 8:10-11; Acts 2:24; 1 Cor. 15:36; 5:4:

a BAIE&EF I WAIEER T  UEIHLIRE a.We urgently need to learn how to walk according to the spirit, to
HIR—2 )\ 4> 14 - enjoy and experience the designating Spirit—Rom. 8:4, 14.

(o3 T ey o | I e | R (T b.The more we touch the Spirit, the more we are sanctified, transformed,
AN b (EATEMRE B Byl it and glorified to become God in life and in nature but not in the
BB DIARSERGH A s Hu2 —HRai+ =3 Godhead for the building up of the Body of Christ to consummate the
Z4+12 )]\N15~ 16 0ru6 - New Jerusalem—1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:12; 8:15-16; Gal. 4:6.

[E71] § Day 6
2 WHEERESAMKTHHS H L, £ V. God's purpose is to produce many brothers of His firstborn
WIFES L Son for His expression:

— THANFZTATEFREMN, M &M m P A Romans 8:29 tells us that God predestinated us to be conformed to the
JUTF a9 AL, a)LT “BF S HLPERT, image of His Son, that He may be "the Firstborn among many brothers."

ZKFAHKSHAN, ARFYHFFE—KZ/ B.ltisawonderful fact that the Firstborn has many brothers—Matt. 28:10;
10, 4=+ 17, John 20:17.

= ABRKT, BEAHMEAAN, &AM F  C Christ is the Firstborn with divinity and humanity, and we are His many
550, WEHARAN, KFfEFSILT brothers with humanity and divinity; both the Firstborn and the many
A B E B d Bl — 12 AV T A sons are born of the same Father God in resurrection.
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D.Hebrews 2:11 says, "He who sanctifies and those who are being
sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them
brothers."

E. The Firstborn is the prototype, and we are the mass production; Christ is
the model, the mold, the pattern, and God has put us into Him so that we
may be molded into His image.

F. As His many brothers, we are now in the process of maturity, being
conformed to His image.

G.Hebrews 2:12, a quotation from Psalm 22:22, says, "I will declare Your
name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of
praise to You."

H.According to Hebrews 2:12, the church is a corporate composition of
the brothers of the firstborn Son of God with two natures and two lives
combined and mingled.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

2 Sam. 7:12-14a ...1 will raise up your seed after you, which will come
forth from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. It is he who will
build a house for My name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. | will be his Father, and he will be My son...

Second Samuel 7 is a prophecy predicting that the church will be built up
by God Himself among His people in the New Testament. Christ is the One
who actually builds God’s house, God’s temple. Christ is also the element in
which and with which the church as God’s house is built. In this chapter God
seemed to be saying to David, “David, thus far you are still vacant and empty.
Do not think that you should do something to build a house for Me. You need
to realize that you need Me to build Myself into you as the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit. Then you will have a house, and that house will also be My house.”

The intrinsic significance of 2 Samuel 7 is that the Triune God is working
Himself in His processed and consummated Trinity into His chosen people.
Therefore, 2 Samuel 7 is a chapter on the Triune God working Himself into us
to make us His home (Christ with the church) and to produce a seed (the all-
inclusive Christ)...Christ is the house, and Christ is also the seed. Christ is the
element, and Christ is also the issue. Christ is everything. (Life-study of 1 & 2
Samuel, pp. 165-166)

Today's Reading

Christ is both God’s house and our house. Hence, we and God have a
mutual abode. Christ abides in us, and we abide in Him. He and we, we
and He, are mingled together as one entity. The universe is waiting for
this. Romans 8 tells us that the whole universe is eagerly awaiting the
expression of the Triune God mingled with the tripartite man through
His building, which is by Himself, with Himself, in Himself, and for
Himself.
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[The] organic building up of the church as the Body of Christ through the
process of spiritual metabolism is actually what Jehovah prophesied to David
in the way of typology in 2 Samuel 7:12-14a...It is only through this process
that something human—the human seed—can become divine—the sons of
God. In typology God prophesied to David regarding this when He told David
that his seed would be God’s son. This indicates that a human seed would
become a divine son. This is what we are experiencing today. Therefore, we,
the believers in Christ, are a very particular and peculiar people. We are a
precious treasure in the eyes of God.

In 2 Samuel 7:12-14a...the word concerning “your seed” and “My son”
indicates that the seed of David would become the Son of God, that the seed of
a man would become God’s Son. This thought is continued very strongly in the
New Testament, particularly in Romans 1:3 and 4. Here Paul says, “Concerning
His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, who was
designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of
the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”...These verses reveal, on
the one hand, that Christ is the seed of David and, on the other hand, that He,
the seed of David, has been designated the Son of God. When we compare these
two portions of the Word, we see that both in the Old Testament and in the New
Testament we have the matter of the seed of David becoming the Son of God.

David had the heart to build a house for God, but God indicated to David
that this was neither what he needed nor what God needed. God told David
that He would build One to be David’s seed and that this seed would be
called God’s Son. This seed would be both divine and human. Hebrews 1:5
indicates that this refers to Christ as God’s firstborn Son. Furthermore, as
we have seen, Romans 1:3-4, which corresponds to 2 Samuel 7:12-144, tells
us that in resurrection the seed of David was designated the Son of God. In
their intrinsic significance 2 Samuel 7:12-14a and Romans 1:3-4 reveal to
us a human and divine person. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 166, 176,
167-169)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 24—26; CWWL, 1993,
vol. 1, pp. 227-228
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Acts 13:32-33 And we announce to you the gospel of the promise made
to the fathers, that God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children
In raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, “You are My
Son; this day have | begotten You.”

As the Firstborn of God, [Christ] is the holy and faithful things of David.
Through such a One, forgiveness of sins is announced, and whoever believes
in Him is justified from all things.

In Acts 13:32-33...we see that Christ as the Firstborn of God was promised
to the fathers, and God fulfilled this promise to their children in raising up
Jesus...He was begotten by God in His resurrection to be the firstborn Son
of God among many brothers (Rom. 8:29). He was the only begotten Son of
God from eternity (John 1:18; 3:16). After incarnation, through resurrection,
He was begotten by God in His humanity to be God’s firstborn Son. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2993)

Today's Reading

Paul was able to see the Lord’s resurrection in the word in Psalm 2: “You
are My Son; / Today I have begotten You” (v. 7). Paul applied the word today to
the day of the Lord’s resurrection...Jesus, the Son of Man, was born to be the
Son of God through being raised up from the dead. Therefore, God’s raising up
of Jesus from the dead was His begetting of Him to be His firstborn Son.

The Lord Jesus had two births. First, He was born of Mary to be the Son
of Man. Then thirty-three and a half years later He was crucified, buried, and
raised from the dead. Through resurrection He had a second birth, for as a
man He was born in His resurrection to be the Son of God. Therefore, in His
first birth He was born of Mary to be the Son of Man, and in His second birth
He was born in resurrection to be the Son of God.
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According to the New Testament, He is the Son of God in two aspects.
First, He was God’s only begotten Son; second, He is now God'’s firstborn Son.
The words only begotten indicate that God has only one Son. John 1:18 and
3:16 speak of the only begotten Son of God. Eternally speaking, Christ is the
only begotten Son of God. This is His eternal status. But through resurrection
He, as a man, was born to be the firstborn Son of God. The word firstborn
indicates that God now has many sons (Heb. 2:10)...We who believe in Christ
are the many sons of God and the many brothers of the Lord, the many
brothers of the firstborn Son of God (Rom. 8:29).

As the only begotten Son of God, the Lord is the embodiment of the divine
life. The Gospel of John emphasizes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and
that as the Son of God He is the embodiment of the divine life (1:4). Through
resurrection Christ became the firstborn Son of God as the life-dispenser
for the propagation of life. First, He was the only begotten Son as the
embodiment of life; now He is the firstborn Son for the propagation of life.
Through His becoming the firstborn Son of God in resurrection, the divine
life has been dispensed into all His believers to bring forth the propagation
of the life that is embodied in Him.

In Acts 13 Paul was not preaching Christ as the only begotten Son of
God, as the Gospel of John does. Rather, here Paul was preaching Christ as
the firstborn Son of God for propagation. For this reason, he preached the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus as His second birth. Through His second birth,
His birth in resurrection, Christ became the firstborn Son of God for the
propagation of the divine life.

In Acts 13:34 Paul speaks a further word regarding the resurrection of
Christ: “As to His having raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to
corruption, He spoke in this way, ‘I will give you the holy things of David, the
faithful things.” Verses 33 and 34 are concerned with the resurrected Christ.
Verse 33 indicates that Christ’s resurrection was His second birth to bring
Him forth as the firstborn Son of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 2993-2995)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 293
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 1:3-4 Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David
according to the flesh, who was designated the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

The person of Christ is of two aspects...In this one person there is divinity
and humanity...mingled together. Now let us consider Christ’s humanity...The
seed of David refers to Christ's humanity (Matt. 22:42-45).

Christ as the seed of David is a human seed belonging to the old creation
(the old man—Rom. 6:6) of God (Col. 1:15b). In His humanity He was
“according to the flesh,” “the flesh of sin” in its likeness but without sin (Rom.
1:3; 8:3b). Both Satan and sin (the inward sin in our nature) are involved
with this flesh (Heb. 2:14; John 3:14; Rom. 8:3b)...Since sin is now in our
flesh, and Satan is linked with sin, Satan and sin are involved with the flesh,
even with the flesh of Christ indirectly. There is also the involvement of the
world in this flesh through Satan, the ruler of the world (John 12:31). The
flesh of this seed of David is an old man of the old creation involved with
Satan, sin, and the world.

When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He brought all these items with Him
to be crucified there. His all-inclusive death cleared up the entire universe.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the
Romans,” pp. 215-216, 235)

Today's Reading

Hebrews 9:14 shows that Christ did not die on the cross merely as a man.
He also offered Himself to God by the eternal Spirit. The eternal Spirit was
with Him and strengthened Him to die.

Jesus in His humanity, in that part, was not the Son of God. He was of the
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old creation, the old man, having the flesh, which is involved with Satan, sin,
and the world. So this part had to be made divine, to be sonized, designated,
that it might become a part of the Son of God.

Christ is a wonderful person. He has two parts: the man-part, the part of
man, and the God-part, the part of God. The part of man is human. The part
of God is divine. The human part is in the flesh, involved with the negative
things, and the divine part is marvelous...It was in His resurrection that
Christ made His humanity divine. His resurrection uplifted the humanity of
Jesus into the level of divinity. Here is the essence of the person of Christ.
This is very, very deep. Jesus’ divinity is the Spirit of holiness, having the
divine power and the divine element to transform Jesus’ humanity, making it
divine. This is what it means to designate, and this is to sonize.

This is the fulfillment of the prophecy in typology in 2 Samuel 7:12-
14. In this fulfillment we have seen the essence of Christ’s person as
the seed of David in His humanity. He was the Son of Man in the flesh.
How could He be the Son of God, so divine? It was by designation in
resurrection. This designation was in power according to the Spirit of
holiness. The Spirit of holiness is the divinity (Rom. 9:5) in the seed
of David—a man of humanity (5:15, 17b, 19). Romans 9:5 shows that
Christ is God. As God, He had divinity in Himself to be the seed of David,
a man of humanity.

Christ’s divinity had the power to uplift His crucified humanity, to
resurrect that humanity. When Paul says that Jesus Christ was designated
the Son of God, this means that Christ’s resurrection uplifted His humanity
and put His divinity into this humanity. So by this resurrection, His humanity
was born to be a part of the Son of God. This is why Acts 13:33 tells us that in
resurrection Christ as the Son of Man was born to be the Son of God. As the
Son of God with humanity, He is the God-man. This composition of divinity
and humanity becomes a God-man, and this God-man is a prototype to
produce something. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 235, 216-217, 236)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle to the Romans,” chs. 1—2
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Rom. 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn
among many brothers.

In [Christ’s] resurrection all His believers were born, regenerated, with
Him as His millions of “twins” to make all these twins the same as He is (1
Pet. 1:3)...The prototype is the firstborn Son of God, and the reproduction
is the many sons of God...When Jesus as the Son of Man through death and
resurrection was born to be the firstborn Son of God, the millions of God’s
chosen people were born in the same birth...

These millions of God-men are the mass reproduction who are exactly the
same as the wonderful person Jesus Christ. This mass reproduction of the
prototype becomes the members of the prototype to be His Body, the Body
of Christ, and this Body of Christ consummates in the New Jerusalem, which
is the corporate expression of the Triune God, processed and consummated
in Christ and becoming the life-giving Spirit. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1,
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 236-237)

Today's Reading

As the only begotten Son of God, in His resurrection He became the life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b)...This life-giving Spirit is the very germinating
power to germinate every part of the new creation of God. The new creation
of God is the Body of Christ, and the Body of Christ will consummate in
the New Jerusalem, which is the unique expression of God’s mingling
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Himself with man for eternity. This shows the all-inclusive and all-extensive
involvement of Christ’s divinity in His wonderful person.

The life-giving Spirit is the consummation of the Triune God and the
Consummator of the tripartite man as Christ’s Body, which ultimately
consummates in the New Jerusalem. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1,
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 237)

God does not intend that we lose our humanity. On the contrary, we
will bear our humanity for eternity. But our humanity in eternity will
not be natural; it will be resurrected, glorified, and uplifted...Today our
physical body is like a seed. But one day this “seed” will be resurrected
and glorified.

Through incarnation Christ put humanity upon Himself and thereafter
had two natures—the divine nature and the human nature. Through His
resurrection and through coming into us as the Spirit, Christ has brought
divinity into us. Therefore, we also have two natures—the human nature and
the divine nature. By being born of the Spirit, we have become partakers of
the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). We can say, “Lord, just as You have two natures,
so we have two natures also. You are divine and human, and we are human
and divine. Hallelujah, we are the same as You!...You are the Head of the
Body, and we are the members of the Body. Lord, You are the Son of God, and
we are sons of God also.” The Lord appreciates it when we speak to Him in
this way. He enjoys it when we declare the fact that God no longer has just
one Son, the only begotten Son, but many sons, Christ as the Firstborn and
us as the many sons of God. Christ has already been designated the Son of
God, but we are still in the process of designation. One day this process will
be completed, and for eternity we will be the same as Christ, God’s firstborn
Son. Romans 1:3 and 4 contain many key words. Verse 3 has the phrase
according to the flesh, and verse 4, the phrase according to the Spirit. In 8:4
Paul speaks about walking “according to the spirit” and not “according to the
flesh.” This is one example of how the key words in 1:3 and 4 are used again
by Paul later in this book. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 535-536)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle to the Romans,” ch. 3
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 6:5 For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His
death, indeed we will also be in the likeness of His resurrection.

8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

Christ was designated the Son of God “out of the resurrection of the
dead” [Rom. 1:4]. In 6:5 Paul says that “we will also be in the likeness of His
resurrection.”...As we share Christ’s resurrection, we undergo the process of
being designated the sons of God. We are designated, in fact, by resurrection.
(Life-study of Romans, p. 536)

Today's Reading

As sons of God, we are designated by resurrection, that is, by a change in
life. Let us use a carnation seed as an illustration...According to the way of
life, the carnation seed is designated by being put into the earth so that it can
grow into a blossoming carnation plant. When a carnation plant is still a tiny
sprout, it is very difficult to recognize that it is a carnation, for it looks the
same as other kinds of sprouts. But the more the carnation plant grows, the
more it is designated. Eventually, by its blossom we all can recognize that it is
a carnation.

In the same principle, we are designated the sons of God by a change in
life through the process of resurrection. The day is coming when we will
reach the stage of “full blossom.” That will be the time of the redemption, the
glorification, of our body, which is the full sonship (Rom. 8:23). The life of
the Son of God has been implanted into our spirit. Now we, like the carnation
seed that is sown into the earth, must pass through the process of death and
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resurrection. This causes the outward man to be consumed, but it enables the
inner life to grow, to develop, and, ultimately, to blossom. This is resurrection.

The entire creation is waiting and groaning for this. We also groan
because we do not yet have the appearance we should have. We know that
we are still short in so many respects and wrong in many things, and we still
have failures. But under the Lord’s sovereignty, even our failures are used as
part of the process...By our failures our ugly self is torn down, and the Lord
has a greater opportunity to work within us.

In this process of resurrection there are four aspects: sanctification,
transformation, conformation, and glorification...Sanctification, the process
of being made holy, brings us into the enjoyment of eternal life [6:22]. In
12:2 Paul speaks of transformation, saying that we should not be fashioned
according to this age but that we should be transformed by the renewing
of the mind. In 8:29 Paul speaks of conformation, and in the next verse, of
glorification. Our future glorification will be the ultimate step of resurrection;
it is resurrection as applied to the body. Because our bodies are still subject
to death, we are sometimes weak and even physically ill. Thus, we need
the redemption of our bodies; we need resurrection applied to our bodies.
As those who are in the process of resurrection, we have as the last step of
resurrection, the transfiguration, the glorification, of our bodies.

We all have the sense within that today our sonship is not yet full.
However, it will get fuller and fuller until it reaches the peak at the time of
our glorification, when we will be fully resurrected and designated the sons
of God in nature and in appearance. Both in name and in reality we will be
the sons of God in spirit, in soul, and in body. Just as a carnation seed grows
from a seed into a full-grown blossoming plant, so we will be processed
through resurrection until we are fully glorified and designated as the many
sons of God. We are now in the process of resurrection so that we may be
sanctified, transformed, conformed, and glorified...This is the central aim of
the gospel. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 536-538, 540)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 52; The Conclusion of the
New Testament, msg. 287
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:10-11 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and
through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make
the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He who
sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which
cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers.

Hebrews 3:1 speaks of the believers as “holy brothers.” This verse
indicates that the believers are Christ’s brothers. We are the brothers of
Christ because He and we are of the same source. He has come from God the
Father, and we also have come out of the Father. Christ is the firstborn Son
of God, and we are the many sons of God (Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10). When God
created Adam, Adam was sinless and pure. However, through the fall Adam
and all his descendants were constituted sinners (Rom. 5:19). Yet in God's
salvation we have become the sons of God, the brothers of Christ. He as the
firstborn Son of God and we as the many sons of God are of the same source,
God the Father. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, p. 127)

Today's Reading

God’s firstborn Son is the prototype, and we are the mass production. Christ
is the model, mold, and pattern. God has put us all into Him that we may be
molded into the image of His firstborn Son. Eventually, we all will be conformed
to the mold. Sometimes when the sisters make cakes, they put dough into a
mold. By being put into the mold, the dough assumes the pattern and image of
the mold. Furthermore, the dough must also be baked so that the cake may bear
the pattern of the mold without any change...Likewise, Christ, the firstborn Son
of God, is the prototype, pattern, and mold, and we are pieces of dough. We all
have been put into the mold and are now being kneaded by the hand of God.
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We have been predestinated to be conformed to the image of God’s Son, that
He may be the Firstborn among many brothers. This is God’s purpose. God’s
purpose is to produce many brothers of His firstborn Son. When Christ was
the only begotten Son, He was unique, but God desired to have many sons who
will be the many brothers of His Son. In this way the only begotten Son of God
becomes the Firstborn among many brothers. He is the firstborn Son, and we
are the many sons...Without the many sons God could never have a kingdom,
and without the many brothers Christ could never have a Body. Thus, the many
sons of God are for the kingdom of God, and the many brothers of Christ are
for the Body of Christ. The kingdom of God is simply the Body life, and this
Body life in the church is God’s kingdom where He is expressed and where His
dominion is exercised on the earth. This is God’s purpose.

Why does God arrange our environment, surroundings, and situations
in such a way that we experience suffering? We should not explain this
according to our natural concept, saying, “The whole earth is filled with
sufferings, and everyone undergoes hardship. Why should we be an
exception?” This is a natural concept, and we should not accept it. We must
realize that God’s purpose is to make us full-grown sons, not little children.
We should not be content to remain children enjoying His cherishing and
loving. God intends to make us full sons, completely grown up to be legal
heirs that we may inherit all that He is in this universe and that we may
express Him and exercise His dominion over the earth. Since God’s intention
is to bring us into full sonship, we need to grow. There is no doubt that
growth comes from inward nourishment, but this inward nourishment needs
the coordination of the outward environment. According to our feeling, most
of the outward environment is unpleasant. Thus, the outward environment
becomes a suffering as far as we are concerned. I do not say that the outward
environment is not good; it is always good, but it may not appear good to
your feeling. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 234-235)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, pp. 127-128
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

Myst’ry hid from ages now revealed to me
Hope of Glory — Christ in Me

1. Mys-t'ryhid fromag - es now revealed tome, ’Tis the Christ of God’s re-a - li-ty.
Ab Ab7/C Db Bbm Eb Eb/G Ab  Db/Ab Ab
———r—— I

: T e ——
He embod -iesGod, and He islife tome, And theglo - ry of myhope He'll be.
Ab Eb’ Fm c’ Db Bb’/D Eb BY  Eb Eb'/G

e ——
(C) Glo - ry, glo - ry,Christ is life in  me! Glo - ry, glo - ry,what a hope is He!
Ab Ab"/Gh Db/F Db Eb Eb'/G Ab  Db/Ab Ab

e e —
Now within my spir - it He’s the mys - ter-y! Then theglo - ryHe willbe to me.

2. In my spirit He regenerated me,
In my soul He’s now transforming me.
He will change my body like unto His own,
Wholly making me the same as He.

3. Now in life and nature He is one with me
Then in Him, the glory, I will be;
I'll enjoy His presence for eternity
With Him in complete conformity.
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Week Seven

Vessels of Mercy unto Honor and Glory,
Grains of Wheat, and Branches of the Vine

Hymns: 548

Scripture Reading: Rom. 9:21, 23; Acts 9:15; 2 Cor. 4:7; John 12:24;

15:1,4-5,7

Rom. 9:21 Or does not the potter have authority over the clay to make out of the same lump one vessel
unto honor and another unto dishonor?

Rom. 9:23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He had
before prepared unto glory,

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, Go, for this man is a chosen vessel to Me, to bear My name before both
the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;

2 Cor. 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God and
not out of us.

John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.

John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so
neither can you unless you abide in Me.

John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for
apart from Me you can do nothing.

John 15:7 If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for
you.

§ Day 1

The believers in Christ are vessels of mercy unto honor
and glory; we are containers of Christ as mercy, honor, and
glory—Rom. 9:21, 23:

A.God's purpose in creating man was to make man His vessel, His
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earthenware container, to contain and be filled with Christ as life for the
building up of the Body of Christ consummating in the New Jerusalem
as God's great corporate vessel for His expression—Gen. 2:7; Acts 9:15;
Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:20-21; Matt. 25:2-4, 8-9; Zech. 4:11-14;
cf. Rev. 3:18.

B.All of Paul's fourteen Epistles can be summed up in two words—open
vessel:

1. The degree to which God can dispense Himself into us depends on the degree
of our openness; God wants us only to love Him and keep ourselves open to
Him—2 Kings 4:1-7; Matt. 5:3; John 1:16; Isa. 57:15; 66:1-2.

2.Decadence starts from self-complacency; progress starts from hunger and
thirst—Deut. 4:25; Luke 1:53; Phil. 1:25; Rev. 3:16-18.

C.We were created to be vessels of mercy to contain Christ as the
God of mercy—Rom. 9:11-13, 16, 20-21, 23; Lam. 3:21-23; Luke
1:78-79:

1. God's mercy is the most far-reaching of God's attributes, saving us out of our
wretched position into a condition that is suitable for His love and grace—
Eph. 2:1-4; Heb. 4:16.

2.Because of God's mercy, we responded to the gospel when others did not
respond, we received a word about Christ as life when others refused to
receive it, and we took the way of the Lord's recovery when others drew back
from taking this way—Hymns, #296, stanza 3.

3.Mercy refers to God's outward doing motivated by our wretched state;
compassion refers to His inward affection originating in His loving essence—
Rom. 9:15; Matt. 9:36.

4. We must contact God as the compassionate One every morning so that we
may live in the reality of the kingdom in being merciful to others and not
judging others—Lam. 3:21-23; Matt. 5:7; 7:1.
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§ Day 2

D.We were created to be vessels of honor to contain Christ as the God

of honor; vessels of honor are inoculators, those who inoculate others
against the decline of the church—2 Tim. 2:20-22; Judg. 9:9; 1 Sam.
2:30:

1. The inoculator is a teacher, a good minister of Christ Jesus, one who
is nourished with the words of life and who exercises his spirit to live
Christ in his daily life for the church life—2 Tim. 2:2; 1:13-14; 1 Tim. 4:6-
7; 6:20.

2.The inoculator is a soldier, warring against the different teachings of the
dissenters to carry out God's economy according to the apostle's ministry and
fighting the battle against death, the last enemy of God, by being full of life to
reign in life—2 Tim. 2:3-4; 1 Tim. 1:18; Rom. 8:6, 11; 5:17.

3. The inoculator is an athlete, living the normal church life by fleeing into Christ
as his refuge and pursuing Christ as righteousness, faith, love, and peace with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart—2 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 6:18-20; 2
Tim. 2:22.

4. The inoculator is a farmer, working together with God by an all-fitting life to
sow the seed of life into people and water them with the Spirit of life by His
healthy words—v. 6; 1 Cor. 3:6, 9; 2 Cor. 6:1a; Luke 8:11; John 7:38; 6:63; 2
Cor. 3:6.

5. The inoculator is a workman, cutting straight the word of the truth, unfolding
the word of God in its various parts rightly and straightly without distortion
(as in carpentry); there is the need of the word of the truth, rightly unfolded,
to enlighten the darkened people, inoculate against the poison, swallow up
the death, and bring the distracted believers back to the proper track—2 Tim.
2:15; cf. Acts 26:18; Psa. 119:130, 133.

§ Day 3
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E. We are vessels of glory to contain Christ as the God of glory:

1. Glory is God Himself expressed and manifested—Jer. 2:11; Acts 7:2; Eph. 1:17;
1 Cor. 2:8; 1 Pet. 4:14; Col. 2:9.

2.We have this treasure, Christ as the God of glory, dwelling within us,
the earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7); "this treasure" indwelling us is "the
face of Jesus Christ" (v. 6), the presence of Christ, "the person of Christ"
(2:10).

3. When we turn our heart to the Lord, we are beholding the Lord Spirit as the
presence of Christ in our spirit, and we are "being transformed...from glory to
glory, even as from the Lord Spirit"—3:16-18.

4.To behold the glory of the Lord is to see the Lord ourselves; to reflect the
glory of the Lord is to enable others to see Him through us—Isa. 60:1, 5.

§ Day 4

II. The believers in Christ are grains of wheat—]John 12:24:

A.The many grains of wheat produced through Christ's death and
resurrection are for the formation of the one bread—the Body of Christ;
the grains of wheat are crushed, mingled with oil, baked in the oven, and
blended together into one loaf, signified by the meal offering—1 Cor.
10:17; Lev. 2:4-5.

B.The Lord, as a grain of wheat falling into the ground, lost His soul-life
through death that He might release the fire of His eternal life to the
"many grains" in resurrection; we as the many grains must lose our soul-
life through death that we may enjoy and release the fire of the eternal life
to others in resurrection—John 12:24-26; Luke 12:49-50; 1 Cor. 15:31,
36; 2 Cor. 4:12.

C. As grains of wheat falling into the earth to die, our outer man is being
broken, consumed, so that our inner man can be renewed day by day—vwv.
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16, 10~M11 T, $=5, $wW23, #26, 16, 10-11; Titus 3:5; Eph. 4:23; 5:26.
g —ANAERELE IR B REEM/, X D.A Christian who is spiritual for the building up of the Body of Christ must

WL “aR” ZHF—RE X%, 2 "read" three things every day—he needs to read the Bible, he needs
4’@3‘2@@’35@ s M E B IRE FedE S to read his inward sense, and he needs to read his environment and
A JE] Q’J/\ﬁﬁ% FN6, BET<9 circumstances, which are the people, things, and matters around him—

Rom. 8:6; cf. Prov. 16:9.

B HEMEFHEEFDLHALKT, 24&M14X  E We may pray and hope that others will change, but the more we pray
HAgd, AFEA 2B AR E,; LM in this way, the clearer we are that nothing will change; this is the
RIE 0 IR3E, B4F KM mAY LT 8918, environment that God has created to cause us to be conformed to the
2P EG B AR ) —F N\ 28~29, K3~ image of God's Son and manifest God's grace and power—Rom. 8:28-29;

4, £+ 17, 20~ 22, cf. 6:3-4; 1 Kings 7:17, 20-22.

~ RME S 5ETHRLE, FELHWAENPT  F.We should cooperate with the operating Spirit and accept the
ZHEIRE—HMEW 12, H =1, W1, <20, environment that God has arranged for us—Phil. 4:12; Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20;
AT 24, 1 Cor. 7:24.

£ AMTREPIRE, BEMNGLBTHRLARIFY G We may complain to God, but our complaining may be the best prayer, the
z% , MEREBEY ﬁ""", L RMNAERREE, A most pleasant prayer to God; while we are complaining, God is rejoicing

B, BAMETHHRLMAS, MENVFEL, because He is causing all things to work together for good that we may be
A SAVE A K T 89— 5 i —O A7, conformed to the image of His firstborn Son—cf. Psa. 102, title.
[BAf - A7) § Day 5 & Day 6

ALRLABRRNER, HRAHHMNGHLT—4 1L The believers in Christ are branches of the vine—John 15:1,

+x21, 4~5: 4-5:
— DEANMAREMT, AL EfRe L BELOE %, A.The vine, which is Christ, with its branches, which are the believers in
A A% % B = —Av Ry AR, B %f%f' M F'g MK Christ, is the organism of the Triune God in God's economy to grow with

K, ALIMAFZHEG—T ~5 T, His riches and to express His divine life—vv. 1-5.
ZBTABREILR tJF)fX]L KM —LFZ, —AHA  B.We are nothing, we have nothing, and we can do nothing apart from
B, L—PEk; R, &MNE2EAa~ER, Christ as the vine; thus, we need to abide in Him, to remain, stay, and

\

HAFE, 8. FEEEATT; REAMN dwell in Him, not living by what we are or by what we can do but by the
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immortal life, which is Christ Himself—14:6a; 2 Cor. 5:4.

C.To abide in Christ is to abide in His love so that we may love Him and
love one another to express the divine life in fruit-bearing—John 15:9-
10, 16-17:

1."A new commandment [ give to you, that you love one another, even as |
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this shall all men know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another"—13:34-35; cf. 1
John 4:18-19.

2.1f we love the Lord, we will be filled with Him, and whatever fills us within
will come out of us; loving the Lord to the uttermost qualifies, perfects, and
equips us to speak forth the Lord—John 21:15-17.

D.To abide in Christ is to keep ourselves in the fellowship with Him daily
and hourly, not allowing anything to come between us and Him; the entire
church life depends on the divine fellowship, which is the circulating
Triune God working, flowing, communicating, transporting, transmitting,
and dispensing all that He is into us for our enjoyment—1 John 1:3; 2 Cor.
13:14.

E.In order for the Lord to abide in us, we must let His words abide in
us; if we abide in His written word by coming to Him for life, His
instant words will abide in us as spirit and life—John 15:7; 5:39-40;
8:31; 6:63.

F. As the branches of Christ, the true vine, we need to live Christ, grow
Christ, express Christ, and propagate Christ in every respect; this is
to "walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit
in every good work and growing by the full knowledge of God"—Col.
1:10.

G.Fruit-bearing is the overflow of the riches of the inner life; out of the
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BRAEES, LA —BRGEIAAN, EAHMN abundance of the inner life there will be a flow that will reach others,
A, ERMNRATHEORT, RIEXHFR penetrating into their lives, so that they may become remaining fruit for
B—2+ 716, the Father's glorification—John 15:16.
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WEEK 7 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 9:21 Or does not the potter have authority over the clay to make
out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and another unto dishonor?

23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon
vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory.

The summary of [Paul’s] fourteen Epistles may be expressed in just two
words: open vessel. God wants an open vessel. In Romans 9:23 Paul tells us
that God created us as vessels of mercy unto glory. Then in 2 Corinthians 4:7
he says that “we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” These two verses may
be considered as a basic secret to our experience of Christ and the church.
You may hear a lot of messages on Christ and the church, yet if you do not
realize that you have to be an open vessel, Christ and the church still have no
way...An open vessel is doing nothing but keeping itself open to the filling up.
The processed God—the Triune God, the all-inclusive Spirit, the compound
Spirit—is here waiting for an opening to get into you. How much He would
enter into you depends upon how much opening you would give Him. (CWWL,
1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” p. 241)

Today's Reading

As vessels, we are not instruments or weapons—we are containers.
According to Romans 9, we contain mercy, honor, and glory [vv. 21, 23].
This mercy, honor, and glory are actually the Triune God. In the initial stage
of our experience the Triune God is our mercy, in the progressing stage He
is our honor, and in the completing stage He is our glory. At present we are
enjoying our God as mercy and somewhat as honor. When the Lord Jesus
comes back, we shall be fully brought into honor and also into glory. Then
we shall be filled with the Triune God not only as our mercy but also as our
honor and glory.
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Mercy is the most far-reaching of God’s attributes. Mercy goes further
than grace, for mercy reaches into a situation that is pitiful and unworthy of
grace...How wonderful that God’s mercy does not depend on our being in a
good condition! Rather, God’s mercy is shown in man’s pitiful condition. It is
God’s mercy that has reached us...We need to see the preciousness of God’s
mercy and praise Him for it and testify concerning it. Once we were sinners
far from God; now we are one with the all-inclusive Christ. What a mercy! We
are vessels containing the Triune God as mercy.

When Paul wrote chapter 9 of Romans, his thought was fully occupied
with God’s mercy. He says, “It is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs,
but of God who shows mercy” (v. 16). It is altogether a matter of God’s
mercy that we are believers and that we are in the church life. Because all
is of God’s mercy, we have nothing to boast of in ourselves. Our going on
with the Lord is a matter not of our willing or running but of God’s mercy...
We are changeable, constantly fluctuating. Therefore, we should not trust in
ourselves but in God’s mercy. We praise the Lord that we are vessels of mercy
unto honor and glory. We now contain Him as mercy, and we shall contain
Him as honor and glory.

As vessels of mercy unto honor and glory, we were chosen by God
according to His sovereign mercy (vv. 11-16)...Being a vessel of mercy is not
the result of our choice; it originates with God’s sovereignty...His sovereignty
is the basis of His selection.

In Romans 9:15 Paul quotes the Lord’s words, “I will have mercy on
whomever I will have mercy.” Because of God’s mercy we responded to the
gospel when others did not respond, we received a word about Christ as life
when others refused to receive it, and we took the way of the Lord’s recovery
when others drew back from taking this way. Concerning the gospel, the
ministry of life, and the church life, God, in His sovereignty, has had mercy on
us. Therefore, we must praise Him for His sovereign mercy. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 1183-1185)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msgs. 22, 58, 63; Life-study of
Genesis, msgs. 10, 83—84
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WEEK 7 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 2:21 If therefore anyone cleanses himself from these, he will be
a vessel unto honor, sanctified, useful to the master, prepared unto every
good work.

2 And the things which you have heard from me through many witnesses,
these commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach others also.

15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God,...cutting straight the
word of the truth.

In 2 Timothy 2:21...to cleanse ourselves is to “depart from unrighteousness”
(v. 19), as an outward evidence of the inward divine nature...We should cleanse
ourselves not only from anything unrighteous but also from the dishonorable
vessels [vv. 16-18]. This means that we must stay away from them...If we
cleanse ourselves from these negative things and negative persons, we shall
be vessels unto honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, and prepared unto
every good work. “Unto honor” is a matter of nature, “sanctified” is a matter of
position, “useful” is a matter of practice, and “prepared” is a matter of training.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1189)

Today's Reading

The things to which Paul refers [in 2 Timothy 2:2] are the healthy words
in 1:13. The healthy words, after being committed to faithful men, become
the good deposit in them (v. 14). This word indicates that if someone in a
local church has a deposit of the Lord’s healthy words, he should train the
faithful ones, the trustworthy ones, that they too may have a good deposit
from the Lord and be competent to teach others.

Paul realized that Timothy had received a good deposit, that he had been
taught and nourished with the riches of grace. Therefore, he charged Timothy to
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commit these things to others who would be faithful and competent to carry on
the same ministry. This indicates that more than one person is needed to carry
on the riches of God's New Testament economy. My hope is that through all these
Life-study messages thousands of saints in the Lord’s recovery will receive a
good deposit of the riches of grace concerning God’s New Testament economy.
Then those who have received these riches will be able to commit these things to
others. Imagine what the situation would be if the Lord had ten thousand saints
filled with His good deposit, spreading the riches of His economy throughout the
earth. No doubt, this would hasten the time of His glorious appearing.

In 2:3 Paul continues, “Suffer evil with me as a good soldier of Christ
Jesus.” The apostle considered their ministry a warfare for Christ, just as the
priestly service was considered a military service, a warfare, in Numbers
4:23, 30, 35 (lit.). Whenever we minister Christ to others, we find ourselves
in a battle. Hence, we should not only be teachers committing the deposit
to others, but we should also be soldiers fighting for God’s interests. In 2
Timothy 2:5 Paul likens Timothy to an athlete contending in the games: “And
also if anyone contends in the games, he is not crowned unless he contends
lawfully.”

Verse 6 continues, “The laboring farmer must be the first to partake of
the fruit.” Here Paul likens Timothy to a farmer. Just as a soldier must win
the victory and an athlete must receive the crown, so a farmer must partake
of the fruit, the food. This requires patience. As athletes, we should be
quick, but as farmers, we need to be patient...With both crops and livestock,
farmers must learn to have patience.

In verse 15...Paul indicates that the inoculator is to be a workman. As a
carpenter, this workman must cut straight the word of the truth. This means
to unfold the word of God in its various parts rightly and straightly without
distortion. Just as a carpenter has the skill to cut wood in a straight way, so the
Lord’s workman needs the skill to cut straight the word of the truth. This is
necessary because in the decline of the church so many truths are twisted and
presented in a warped, biased form. (Life-study of 2 Timothy, pp. 22-24, 26)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1980, vol. 1, “Perfecting Training,” ch. 22;
CWWN, vol. 37, “General Messages,” ch. 22
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WEEK 7 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:6-7 ...God...is the One who shined in our hearts to illuminate
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of
God and not out of us.

3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image...

Paul tells us that we are the vessels, and the Lord Jesus within us is the
treasure [2 Cor. 4:7]. But the key to this verse is the verse preceding it: “To
illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (v. 6).
In Greek, the word for face is the same word used for person in 2 Corinthians
2:10, which means the index around the eyes...We will never sense that we
have a treasure within until we see the face of Jesus. When we are enjoying
His presence, we sense that He is such a precious treasure within us.
(CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, “The Indwelling Christ in the Canon of the New
Testament,” p. 597)

Today's Reading

We all can say that we are the earthen vessel, and Jesus is the treasure
within. But we can say this without any sense of the reality within us. It is
only when we are living in His presence, looking at the index of His being,
that we will sense that He is such a treasure to us. In the whole universe
there is nothing so precious as to behold the face of Jesus. This is something
of personal experience and enjoyment. The more we live in His presence,
the more sense we will have of the preciousness of Jesus. This is just the
enjoyment of His indwelling. This very Jesus indwells us. This is a living
reality, not merely a saying.
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If we would all learn to forsake our old person, taking Him as our person
by looking at the index of His face while enjoying His presence, we would
have a sweet sense of the preciousness of the indwelling Jesus. This would
make us so shining, a shining that is the reflecting of His glory. [ can assure
you that if you ever have this kind of experience, others will see how shining
you are. It is not that you are merely happy, but you are shining. Something
from within shines out, and that is the reflection of Jesus. This was Paul’s
experience of the indwelling Christ. (CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, “The
Indwelling Christ in the Canon of the New Testament,” pp. 597-598)

According to 2 Corinthians 3:18, we behold and reflect like a mirror the
glory of the Lord. To behold the glory of the Lord is to see the Lord ourselves;
to reflect the glory of the Lord is to enable others to see Him through us. We are
like mirrors beholding and reflecting the glory of the Lord. The glory in verse 18
is the glory of the Lord, the resurrected and ascended One, who as both God and
man passed through incarnation, human living on the earth, and crucifixion,
entered into resurrection, accomplished full redemption, and became a life-
giving Spirit. As the life-giving Spirit, He dwells in us to make Himself and all
that He has accomplished, obtained, and attained real to us, that we may be one
with Him and be transformed into the same image from glory to glory.

When we with unveiled face are beholding and reflecting the glory of the
Lord, He infuses us with the elements of what He is and what He has done.
Thus we are being transformed metabolically to have His life shape by His
life power with His life essence; that is, we are being transfigured, mainly by
the renewing of our mind (Rom. 12:2), into His image.

As vessels, we need to have an unveiled face; that is, we need to be open to
the divine life with its power, essence, and shape. As we open to the Lord, He
as the life-giving Spirit enters into our being to infuse His life essence into us,
to operate within us by His life power, and to shape us into His image. This is
the constitution of life to make us ministers of the new covenant. (Life-study
of 2 Corinthians, pp. 69-70)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msgs. 8, 10; CWWL, 1973-
1974, vol. 1, “The Indwelling Christ in the Canon of the New Testament,”
ch. 10
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WEEK 7 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 12:24-26 Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
He who loves his soul-life loses it; and he who hates his soul-life in this
world shall keep it unto eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow
Me; and where | am, there also My servant will be. If anyone serves Me,
the Father will honor him.

The believers are also symbolized by many grains of wheat...The
expression “much fruit” [in John 12:24] refers to many grains of wheat as
the multiplication of the one grain. In verse 24 the Lord Jesus clearly refers
to Himself, God incarnate, as the unique grain of wheat that falls into the
ground and dies. The believers as many grains of wheat are produced out of
Christ as the one grain.

The many grains of wheat are produced through the death and
resurrection of Christ. In His work on the cross the Lord Jesus died as a
grain of wheat falling into death for the release of the divine life. The divine
life was in Jesus, just as life is confined in a grain of wheat. Because the life
is concealed in the grain, the shell must be broken so that the inward life
may be released. Christ’s all-inclusive death released the divine life that
was within Him. As a grain of wheat, He died to release the divine life and
to enliven God’s redeemed ones in order to produce many grains. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1176-1177)

Today's Reading

The many grains of wheat produced through Christ’s death and
resurrection are for the formation of one bread—the Body of Christ. After
the many grains have been produced, they need to be crushed, ground into
flour, and blended together in a loaf to be offered to God. This loaf is the
church, the Body of Christ...(1 Cor. 10:17). The Christ out of whom we have
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been produced and of whom we partake constitutes us into His one Body. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1178)

If we love God, He will cause all things to work together for our good...
The good is for us to be conformed to the image of His firstborn Son (Rom.
8:29). [God] uses all things to conform us to the image of Christ. Some
persons may be nice, gentle, and faithful in their natural man. They would
be good persons even apart from being regenerated or transformed.
Then what can God do to work Himself into such persons? With such
persons and with all of us, God must put us into certain circumstances to
break us. God'’s desire is for us to be broken so that He can work Himself
into us.

Paul was a person who was conformed to the death of Christ by something
mysterious called the power of resurrection. No one can be conformed to the
death of Christ except by the resurrection power. There is something within
us hidden, mysterious, and dynamic called resurrection. Eventually, we will
learn that whether money comes or money goes, whether children come or
children go, God remains. God is our portion. He is not our portion outwardly
but our portion inwardly in the way of constitution. God has constituted and
is constituting Himself into our being. Eventually, God uses all things to make
Himself our unique portion.

Our money, our children, our job, and our degree are not our portion.
Only God is our portion..We may have our own goals that we desire to
reach, saying that we need to be practical. But actually, these goals are our
portion. This is why God comes to “peel off” our natural life layer by layer
throughout the years. I have been under God’s gradual “peeling” for almost
seventy years. | am happy today because much of my natural life has been
peeled off. God uses all things to “peel off” our natural life. God even uses
all the brothers and sisters in the church life to accomplish this peeling...
The day will come when we will have a great and serious peeling off. Then
we will be broken. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” pp. 486,
490-491)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” ch. 15
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WEEK 7 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

John 15:4-5 Abide in Me and | in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you
abide in Me. | am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in
Me and | in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do
nothing.

The believers are also the many branches of the vine. This means that
the believers are members of the Christ of God to form the organism of the
Triune God in the divine dispensing. In John 15:1 the Lord Jesus declared,
“I am the true vine,” and in verse 5 He said, “I am the vine; you are the
branches.” This vine, which is Christ, with its branches, which are the
believers in Christ, is the organism of the Triune God in God’s economy to
grow with His riches and to express His divine life.

The vine in John 15, therefore, is a universal vine comprising Christ
and His believers as the branches. In this vine, this organism, the Triune
God lives, expresses Himself, and dispenses Himself to the uttermost. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1178)

Today's Reading

As branches of the vine, we need to abide in the vine, the Christ of God...
Only when the branches abide in the vine can the vine be everything to
them. This is the reason the Lord Jesus said concerning Himself as the vine
and us as the branches, “Abide in Me and I in you” [John 15:4]. Our life and
enjoyment are to abide in the vine. Our destiny as branches is to remain in
the vine...

A branch of a vine cannot live by itself, for it will wither and die apart
from the vine. The relationship between the branches and the vine portrays
the relationship between us and the Lord Jesus. We are nothing, we have
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nothing, and we can do nothing apart from Him. What we are, what we have,
and what we do must be in the Lord and by the Lord in us...We should not
do anything in ourselves; we should do everything by abiding in the vine...
Because we are branches to the Lord and the Lord is the vine to us, we must
abide in Him and let Him abide in us. Then in our experience Christ will be
everything to us for our enjoyment.

Any insulation will separate us from the rich supply of the vine. A little
disobedience, a sin, or even a sinful thought can be the insulation that
separates us from the riches of the vine. First, we must see that we are
branches. Then we need to maintain the fellowship between us and the
Lord. Nothing should be between Him and us...Hence, we need to pray, “Lord
Jesus, let there be nothing between You and me separating me from Your
rich supply”

The vine and the branches are an organism to glorify the Father. With the
vine we have the glorification of the Father through the expression of the
riches of the divine life in fruit-bearing. In fruit-bearing the Father’s life is
expressed; hence, in fruit-bearing He is glorified [John 15:8].

The Father is the source and substance of the vine. Apart from the fruit,
the essence, substance, and life of the vine are concealed, hidden, confined.
However, the riches of the inner life of the vine are expressed in the clusters
of fruit. To express the inner life in this way is to release the divine substance
from within the vine. When the life of the vine is expressed through the
branches in its propagation and multiplication, the Father is glorified, because
what the Father is in the riches of His life is expressed in the propagation and
multiplication of the vine. This is the glorification of the Father.

Our fruit-bearing is the glorification, the expression, of the Triune God from
within. Today the Triune God is within us as our life and nature, and the expression
of the life and nature of the Triune God from within us is glory. Therefore, when
the divine life with its nature is expressed through us in fruit-bearing, the Father is
glorified. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1180-1182)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 109—110;
CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,” ch. 6
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WEEK 7 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:10 To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing
fruit in every good work and growing by the full knowledge of God.

John 21:15 ...Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love
Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.
He said to him, Feed My lambs.

A walk worthy of the Lord is to please Him in all things [Col. 1:10]; it
is pleasing to the Lord in all ways. God the Father is pleased with the Son
(Matt. 3:17; 17:5). In Galatians 1:15 and 16 Paul says that it pleased God to
reveal Christ, the Son, in him. Nothing is more pleasing to God the Father
than for us to live Christ. Apart from Christ, nothing can please the Father.
The only time we are fully happy is when we are living Christ. If we are
humble or kind in a natural way, we are not happy. But if we take Christ as
our life and our person and live Him out, we will be the happiest people
on earth...The most pleasant thing is to live Christ, to enjoy Christ, and to
experience Christ.

If we walk worthily of the Lord, we will bear fruit in every good work...
Bearing fruit [in Colossians 1:10] refers to living Christ, growing Christ,
expressing Christ, and producing Christ in every respect. This is the good
work Paul had in mind. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 21)

Today's Reading

In John 21 the Lord asked Peter if he loved Him. Peter told the Lord, “You
know that I love You.” Then the Lord answered, “Feed My lambs,” and “Feed
My sheep” (vv. 15, 17). To speak is not only to edify or to teach but also
to feed the lambs and to feed the sheep. If we are going to feed the Lord’s
sheep, we have to speak...For us to feed the Lord’s sheep, we must love Him...
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The more that we love Him, the more we are qualified, equipped, and even
perfected to speak.

One day a young lady came to my hometown. [ was nineteen years old,
and she was twenty-five. That was over sixty years ago in conservative
mainland China. For a young lady to speak to a thousand people was a
unique and unusual event. Although I had been to Christian meetings quite
often, I went to this meeting full of curiosity to see this young lady speak. In
my whole life, even up to today, | never heard a person speaking with that
much authority...As I listened to her, all my curiosity was taken away. Every
word that she spoke caught me, and [ was fully convinced. I was a young
man raised up in Christianity, but that day I was convinced and caught by
the Lord. After the meeting as I was walking home, [ prayed and gave my
entire life to the Lord.

That young lady, who was only twenty-five years old, loved the Lord to the
uttermost. That was her motive. Her love for the Lord was the factor, the element,
and the very basic essence of her being powerful. The message she released was
from the book of Exodus. She told the audience that Egypt typified the world and
that all the worldly people were under the tyranny of Satan, just as the children
of Israel were under the tyranny of Pharaoh. She said that we had to be delivered
out of this tyranny and that this was our exodus. When [ heard this near the
beginning of her message, I said to myself that [ would not be under Satan’s
tyranny anymore. Because this young sister loved the Lord to the uttermost, she
had the Lord’s authority, and the impact was in her gospel preaching.

If we love the Lord, we surely will be filled with Him. Whatever fills us
within will come out of us. The overflow comes from the infilling...From that
day in 1925 when I gave my life to the Lord, I loved to study the Bible and to
talk to people about Jesus. Because I was filled with the Lord Jesus, [ wanted
to speak the Lord Jesus. If we are filled with the Lord Jesus, we surely will have
something to pour out...When we love the Lord to the uttermost, we must
speak. We must release the One who has filled us within. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 1,
“Speaking Christ for the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” pp. 172-173)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 3
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2. In His image I was made,
Fit that Christ should all pervade;
Thus the vessel God did form
With the content uniform.

. In my spirit He remains,
With His power He sustains;
As the Spirit one with me,
He is my reality.

. Moving in me day by day,
Mingling with me all the way,
All my steps He regulates,
Every part He saturates.

. Him expressing from within,
Making Him to others seen,
I transparent have to be
That He may be shown thru me.

. Transformation is my need,
To be broken more indeed,
That the clay may change in form,
To the treasure to conform.
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Week Eight

Knowing and Experiencing
the All-inclusive Christ in Matthew

Hymns: 904
Scripture Reading: Matt. 2:1-2; 3:11; 4:12-16; 8:20; 16:16; 21:5

Matt. 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi
from the east arrived in Jerusalem,

Matt. 2:2 Saying, Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star at its rising and
have come to worship Him.

Matt. 3:11 [ baptize you in water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is stronger than I, whose
sandals [ am not worthy to carry. He Himself will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire,

Matt. 4:12 Now when He heard that John was delivered up, He withdrew into Galilee.

Matt. 4:13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is beside the sea in the borders
of Zebulun and Naphtali,

Matt. 4:14 In order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying,

Matt. 4:15 "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles:

Matt. 4:16 The people sitting in darkness have seen a great light; and to those sitting in the region and
shadow of death, to them light has risen."

Matt. 8:20 And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of heaven have roosts, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay His head.

Matt. 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Matt. 21:5 "Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold, your King is coming to you, meek and mounted on a
donkey, and on a colt, a foal of a beast of burden.”

§ Day 1

I. Christis the heavenly King—Matt. 2:1-2; 21:5:

A.Matthew proves that Jesus Christ is the King, the Messiah prophesied in
the Old Testament—1:1, 17; 2:1-2; 27:11, 37.
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B.The heavenly King did not come with haughty splendor but with gentle,
humble meekness—21:5.

II. The Lord Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God—
16:16:

A.The Christ refers to the anointed One of God and speaks of the Lord's
commission to accomplish God's eternal purpose through His crucifixion,
resurrection, ascension, and second coming—vv. 21, 27.

B.The Son of the living God speaks of His person, which embodies the
Father and consummates in the Spirit for a full expression of the Triune
God—]John 14:10-11a; 1 Cor. 15:45b.

§ Day 2

III. Christ is the Son of Man—Matt. 8:20; 11:19; 13:37;
16:13:

A.Christ is the man who brings God's dominion to earth and makes God's
name excellent on earth—9:6; 12:8; 13:41; 16:27-28.

B.In order for the kingdom of the heavens to be established, the Lord Jesus
stood as a victorious man—a man who could defeat Satan and withstand
any hardship, opposition, or attack—4:4; 12:40; 26:64.

IV. Christ is the Baptizer—3:11:

A.The Lord's baptism in the Holy Spirit, which is based on His redemption,
initiated the kingdom of the heavens, bringing His believers into the
kingdom of the heavens—v. 12a.

B.The Lord's baptism in fire, which is based on His judgment, will conclude the
kingdom of the heavens, putting the unbelievers into the lake of fire—v. 12b.
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§ Day 3

V. Christ is the light of life shining in the darkness of
death—4:12-16:

A. Christ's ministry for the kingdom of the heavens began not with earthly
power but with heavenly light.

B.The Lord Jesus did not start a movement or a revolution; rather, He
attracted the disciples to Himself as the great light for the establishment
of the kingdom of the heavens.

VL In calling people to follow Him for the kingdom, Christ
ministered as a Physician and revealed Himself as the
Bridegroom—9:9-15:

A.He came as a Physician to heal and enliven us so that we might be
reconstituted to be citizens of the kingdom of the heavens—vv. 9-13.

B.We need to appreciate Him as the Bridegroom that we might have the
enjoyment of living in His presence—vv. 14-15.

§ Day 4

VILChrist is the unfulled cloth for making a new garment—uv.
16; Luke 5:36:

A.From His incarnation to His crucifixion, He was the unfulled cloth for
making a new garment.

B. Through His death and resurrection Christ was made a new garment to
cover us as our righteousness before God that we might be justified by
God and be acceptable to Him—15:22; Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 1:30.

VIII. The individual Christ is the new wine, and the corporate
Christ is the fresh wineskin—Matt. 9:17:

2026 June Semiannual Training - Outline - Week 6 - Page 3



— HEEEANAGEBRRAFAG, BHENF%
BIAE &, £ K&NRE, %ﬁ&M@i

Z WA REEARGEE, RIBOER, BE
& IH—HAT T =12,
[Af]

%A BRMAF EAFG E—K I 35 ~ 38:

— EENRAAFERIABRBENRFEL, #A
KATREA—35 ~ 36 7

ZHZMEARLABRAZBZINF R, ok
RAEAE T AMB 400 EAZ—37 ~ 38 T o

BHEABREAGINA, LRGN E—F—
19.

— EBERBAGMA, RERNGAEL, Kate
MegwA—19 3 L.

Z JLEABIITN, AREEMGFEL, AMNA
C; IFENRMAEABEENTAHAFT RA0—
19 7T, #ar— 24, 30,

BnE EERAGLEE—K+— 28 ~30:

— REINERAZETXNEE, FXXEENY
£—29 71, #9934, £ 30, > 38,

ZHAZERUXGEEABEL, FTARS
RA L da i B EARAF—K T — 28 ~
30,

[A7}]

ZOAREFERAFFEIIILE S ANE—FF 41

A.The new wine signifies the individual Christ as the new life, full of vigor
and cheering strength, stirring us to excitement and satisfying us.

B. The fresh wineskin signifies the corporate Christ, the outward container
that holds the new wine—1 Cor. 12:12.

§ Day 5
IX. Christ is the Shepherd and the Lord of the harvest—Matt.
9:35-38:
A.In His ministry for the establishing of His heavenly kingdom, the Lord
Jesus ministered as a Shepherd—vv. 35-36.

B.If we see the vision of Christ as the Lord of the harvest, we will beseech
Him to thrust out workers into His harvest—vv. 37-38.

X. Christ is the Friend of sinners and the wisdom of God—
11:19:

A.As the Friend of sinners, Christ sympathizes with their problems and
senses their grief—v. 19a.

B.Whatever Christ did was done by the wisdom of God, which is
Himself; this wisdom was vindicated by His wise works—v. 19b; 1
Cor. 1:24, 30.

XI. Christ is the One who gives rest—Matt. 11:28-30:

A.To take the Lord's yoke is to take the will of the Father and to be
constrained by the will of the Father—v. 29; John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38.

B.Because the Lord was always satisfied with the Father's will, He
always had rest in His heart; now He asks us to learn from Him—Matt.
11:28-30.

§ Day 6
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XIIL.Christ is the greater Jonah—12:39-41; 16:4:
A.Jonah is a type of Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection—12:39-41.

B.For the evil and adulterous Jewish and religious generation, the Lord
Jesus would do nothing but die and be resurrected as the greatest sign to
them that they might be saved if they would believe—16:4.

XIII. Christis the bread and crumbs under the table—15:21-38:

A.God's economy is not a matter of outward things but of Christ coming into
us as food—vv. 26, 34, 36.

B.We need to take in the edible Christ by eating Him as bread, even as the
crumbs under the table—v. 27.

XIV. Christ in His humanity is the resurrected One with all
authority in heaven and on earth—28:18-19:

A.In His humanity, as the Son of Man and the heavenly King, all authority
was given to Christ after His resurrection—v. 18.

B.Because the Gospel of Matthew is concerned with the kingdom, and the
kingdom requires authority, in Matthew Christ's resurrection is a matter
of authority for discipling the nations—v. 19.

XV.The Gospel of Matthew is full of the riches of Christ; we
need to worship Him, enjoy Him, and experience Him as the
wonderful, all-inclusive One—2:11; 28:9, 17; 17:5.
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WEEK 8 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

21:5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold, your King is coming to you,
meek and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, a foal of a beast of burden.”

Christ is the title of the Lord according to His office, His mission. The Son
of God is His title according to His person. His person is a matter of God'’s
life, and His mission is a matter of God’s work. He is the Son of God to be the
Christ of God.

In Matthew 16:16..."Christ,” the anointed One of God, refers to the Lord’s
commission, whereas “the Son of the living God,” as the second of the Triune
God, refers to His person. His commission is to accomplish God’s eternal
purpose through His crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and second advent,
whereas His person embodies the Father and issues in the Spirit for a full
expression of the Triune God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 230)

Today's Reading

Matthew 21:5 says that the King would come “mounted on a donkey, and
on a colt, a foal of a beast of burden.” This signifies the meek and lowly state
in which the Lord was willing to present Himself. The Lord did not tell His
disciples to get a carriage or a wagon but a donkey and a colt. He did not even
choose to ride on a horse but on a little donkey...The donkey was probably
the mother, and the colt was probably her offspring. Both the mother and the
offspring worked together to bear the King.

The donkey and the colt together give us an impression of meekness and
humility. If the Lord had been mounted only upon a donkey, the impression of
meekness would not have been so striking. Suppose a very small sister stands
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before us holding a tiny baby in her arms. This would give us a deep impression
of smallness, for the tiny baby would strengthen the impression of smallness. The
significance of the Lord’s riding on a donkey is not smallness but meekness. The
heavenly King came not with haughty splendor but with gentle, humble meekness.
This impression of meekness is strengthened by the colt accompanying a donkey to
bear the meek King. The Lord Jesus did not ride into Jerusalem proudly on a horse...
The Lord Jesus seemed to be telling His disciples, “Take the donkey and the little
colt. I will ride upon the beast of burden, but the colt must go along too in order to
show My meekness. This will help the people see how meek the heavenly King is.”

The presence of the baby donkey testified that the Lord did not care to
fight or compete with anyone. Rather, He was humble and meek. I believe
that this was the impression the Lord Jesus wanted to convey to the people.
Yes, He was the heavenly King, but He had no intention to come as a great
King fighting or competing with others. Instead, He came as a meek King who
did not fight against anyone or compete with anyone.

In Matthew 21:7 we see that the disciples put their garments on the
donkey and the colt, and verse 8 says, “Most of the crowd spread their own
garments in the road.” Garments signify the human virtues of people’s
conduct. The disciples honored the lowly King by putting their garments
on the donkey and colt for Him to ride on, and the crowd honored Him by
spreading their garments in the road for Him to pass through. The people
honored the Lord with their clothing, that is, with whatever they had. No
matter how poor a man is, he at least has some clothing with which to cover
himself. We need to honor the Lord, the meek King, with whatever we are. No
matter what our condition may be, we have something with which to honor
Him. I do not believe that the garments put on the donkey and on the road
were splendid or beautiful. Nevertheless, the people used what they had.
Although we are sinful, pitiful, and even evil, the Lord likes to be honored
with what we are. Even sinners can honor the Lord with what they are, if
they have a heart to honor Him. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 630-632)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 21; Life-
study of Matthew, msg. 56
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WEEK 8 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:4 But He answered and said, It is written, “Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God.”

3:11 | baptize you in water unto repentance, but He who is coming after
me is stronger than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He Himself
will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire.

The tempter tempted the new King to take His position as the Son of
God. But He answered with the word of the Scriptures, “Man...” [Matt. 4:4],
indicating that He stood in the position of man to deal with the enemy. The
demons addressed Jesus as the Son of God (8:29), but the evil spirits do not
confess that Jesus came in the flesh (1 John 4:3), because in confessing Jesus
as a man, they admit that they are defeated. Although the demons confess
Jesus as the Son of God, the devil will not allow people to believe that He is
the Son of God, because in so doing, they will be saved (John 20:31).

The Lord seemed to be saying, “Satan, don’t tempt Me to assume My
position as the Son of God. I am here as a man...Satan, | know that you are
not afraid of the Son of God, but you are afraid of man. The first man, the
man whom God created to defeat you and to fulfill His purpose, was defeated
by you. Thus, God sent Me as the second man to defeat you. Now you are
tempting Me to leave My position as a man to assume My position as the
Son of God. But I tell you, Satan, | am standing here as a man.” (Life-study of
Matthew, pp. 129-130)

Today's Reading

In Matthew 3:11 John seemed to be saying, “I have come to baptize you
with water, to terminate you, to bury you. But the One who comes after me
is stronger than I. He will baptize you in the Spirit and fire...If you repent, He
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will put you into the Spirit. But if you continue to be the offspring of vipers,
He will certainly baptize you in the lake of fire.”

According to the context, “fire” here is not the fire in Acts 2:3, which is related
to the Holy Spirit, but is the same fire as in Matthew 3:10 and 12, the fire in the
lake of fire (Rev. 20:15), where the unbelievers will suffer eternal perdition...
The Lord’s baptism in the Holy Spirit initiated the kingdom of the heavens,
bringing His believers into the kingdom of the heavens, whereas His baptism
in fire will terminate the kingdom of the heavens, putting the unbelievers into
the lake of fire. Hence, the Lord’s baptism in the Holy Spirit, which is based on
His redemption, is the beginning of the kingdom of the heavens, whereas His
baptism in fire, which is based on His judgment, is the ending of that kingdom.
Thus, in Matthew 3:11 there are three kinds of baptisms: the baptism in water,
the baptism in the Spirit, and the baptism in fire. The baptism in water by John
introduced people to the kingdom of the heavens. The baptism in the Spirit by
the Lord Jesus commenced and established the kingdom of the heavens on the
day of Pentecost and will carry it on to its consummation at the end of this age.
The baptism in fire by the Lord, according to the judgment at the great white
throne (Rev. 20:11-15), will conclude the kingdom of the heavens.

[In Matthew 3:12] those typified by the wheat have life within. The Lord
will baptize them in the Holy Spirit and, by rapture, gather them into His
barn in the air. Those typified by the chaff, like the tares in 13:24-30, are
without life. The Lord will baptize them in fire, putting them into the lake
of fire.

Jesus the King exercises two kinds of baptism...The beginning of the kingdom
of the heavens was on the day of Pentecost. On that day Jesus the King baptized
the believers into the Holy Spirit. By that baptism in the Spirit, the kingdom of
the heavens began. The kingdom of the heavens will end with the judgment at
the great white throne. At that time the unbelievers will be judged and cast into
the lake of fire. That will be the baptism in fire. That fire baptism will terminate
the kingdom of the heavens. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 105-107)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 9, 11
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WEEK 8 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:16 “The people sitting in darkness have seen a great light; and
to those sitting in the region and shadow of death, to them light has
risen.”

9:11-12 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, Why
does your Teacher eat with the tax collectors and sinners? Now when He
heard this, He said, Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but
those who areill.

The Lord took the opportunity given Him by the Pharisees’ question to give
a very sweet revelation of Himself as the Physician. In Matthew 9:12 we see the
Lord’s reply to the Pharisees’ question: “Those who are strong have no need of a
physician, but those who are ill.” The Lord was telling the Pharisees that these tax
collectors and sinners were patients, sick ones, and that to them the Lord was not
a Judge but a Physician, a Healer. In calling people to follow Him for the kingdom,
the King of the heavenly kingdom ministered as a Physician, not as a Judge. A
judge’s judgment is according to righteousness, whereas a physician’s healing
is according to mercy and grace. Those whom He made people of His heavenly
kingdom were lepers (8:2-4), paralytics (vv. 5-13; 9:2-8), the fever-ridden (8:14-
15), the demon-possessed (vv. 16, 28-32), those ill with all kinds of diseases (v.
16), despised tax collectors, and sinners (9:9-11). Had He visited these pitiful
people as a Judge, all would have been condemned and rejected, and none would
have been qualified, selected, and called to be the people of His heavenly kingdom.
However, He came to minister as a Physician, to heal, recover, enliven, and save
them so that they might be reconstituted to be His new and heavenly citizens,
with whom He could establish His heavenly kingdom on this corrupted earth.
The Lord’s word here implies that the self-righteous Pharisees did not realize
that they needed Him as a Physician. They considered themselves strong; hence,
blinded by their own self-righteousness, they did not know that they were ill.
(Life-study of Matthew, pp. 311-312)
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Today's Reading

The new King’s ministry for the kingdom of the heavens began not
with earthly power but with heavenly light, which was the King Himself as
the light of life, shining in the shadow of death. When the Lord began His
ministry as light, He made no display of power and authority. He walked
upon the seashore as a common person. But as He came to [Peter, Andrew,
James, and John] by the Sea of Galilee, He shined upon them like a great light,
shining in the darkness and in the region and shadow of death...John the
Baptist was a great magnet. But the Lord Jesus is the greatest magnet of all.
As He shined upon those four disciples, they were attracted and captured.
They immediately forsook their jobs and followed this little Nazarene.

In Matthew 4 there is no record, as in Luke 5, of any miracle being done by
the Lord when Peter was called. However, in Matthew 4 there was the great
light that attracted the first four disciples. This attraction came not from what
the Lord Jesus did; it came from what He was. He was a great light, a great
magnet, with the power to attract people and to capture them. In this way He
attracted and captured the first four disciples. No one who follows the Lord
because of what He does can be trustworthy or faithful. The trustworthy ones
are those who are caught by what the Lord is. Peter, Andrew, James, and John
were attracted and captured at the seashore not by seeing what the Lord did but
by realizing what the Lord was. Because they had been attracted and captured,
they became faithful followers of the Lord Jesus unto the end. Eventually, they
were all martyred because they followed the King of the heavenly kingdom.

Moreover, when the Lord Jesus called these four disciples, He did not
start a movement or a revolution. Rather, He attracted the disciples to
Himself for the establishment of the kingdom of the heavens. (Life-study of
Matthew, p. 146)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 12, 27
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WEEK 8 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:16-17 No one puts a patch of unfulled cloth on an old garment,
for that which fills it up pulls away from the garment, and a worse tear is
made. Neither do they put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the
wineskins burst, and the wine pours out, and the wineskins are ruined;
but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.

Christ first was the unfulled cloth for making a new garment, and then
through His death and resurrection He was made a new garment to cover
us as our righteousness before God that we might be justified by God and
acceptable to Him...To sew a patch of unfulled cloth on an old garment means
to [only] imitate what Christ did in His human life on earth.

The old garment in Matthew 9:16 signifies man’s good behavior, good
deeds, and religious practices produced by man’s old, natural life...The Lord
Jesus indicated to the disciples of John that...their garments had holes and
that by fasting they were trying to patch the holes. (Life-study of Matthew,
pp. 319-320)

Today's Reading

The Lord Jesus likened Himself to a piece of unfulled cloth. This points
to what He was between His incarnation and His crucifixion. During this
period of time He was unfulled cloth, new cloth that had never been fulled
or dealt with. Through His death and resurrection this “new cloth” was
dealt with and was made a “new garment.” The Lord’s intention was to give
Himself to us not as a piece of unfulled cloth but as a complete, finished
garment that we might put on as our righteousness to be justified before
God. After His death and resurrection He was made the finished garment
for us to put on so that we may attend His wedding. Thus, He is not only the
Bridegroom but also our wedding garment that qualifies us to attend His
wedding feast. When we are baptized into Him, we put Him on. Immediately,
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He as the Spirit becomes our clothing, our covering, and we are qualified.
Therefore, the new garment that we must put on is Christ Himself as the all-
inclusive Spirit.

The new wine [Matt. 9:17] signifies Christ as the new life, full of vigor,
stirring people to excitement. The new wine is Christ’s cheering life...This
new wine strengthens us, energizes us, and makes us very happy. The kingly
Savior is not only the Bridegroom to the kingdom people for their enjoyment
but also their new garment for them to be equipped outwardly that they may
be qualified to attend the wedding. Furthermore, He is their new life to stir
them up inwardly to enjoy Him as their Bridegroom. He, as their heavenly
King, is the Bridegroom for the kingdom people’s enjoyment, and His
heavenly kingdom is His wedding feast (22:2), at which they will enjoy Him.
To enjoy Him as the Bridegroom in the kingdom feast, they need Him as their
new garment outwardly and their new wine inwardly.

In Matthew 9:17 the Lord said that we should not put new wine into
old wineskins. The old wineskins signify religious practices, such as the
fasting maintained by the Pharisees, who were of the old religion, and by
the disciples of John, who were of the new religion. All religions are old
wineskins...To put new wine into old wineskins is to put Christ as the
exciting life into any kind of religion.

The fresh wineskins [in verse 17] signify the church life in the local
churches as the container of the new wine, which is Christ Himself as the
exciting life. The kingdom people are built into the church (16:18), and
the church is expressed through the local churches in which the kingdom
people live (18:15-20). They are regenerated persons who constitute the
Body of Christ and become the church (Rom. 12:5; Eph. 1:22-23). The
Body of Christ as His fullness is also called “the Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12),
referring to the corporate Christ. The individual Christ is the new wine,
the inward exciting life, and the corporate Christ is the fresh wineskin, the
outward container that holds the new wine. (Life-study of Matthew, pp.
320-326)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 28
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WEEK 8 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:38 Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest that He would
thrust out workers into His harvest.

11:29-30 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy
and My burden is light.

The heavenly King considered the Israelites as sheep and Himself as the
Shepherd [Matt. 9:36]. When Christ came to the Jews the first time, they
were like lepers, paralytics, the demon-possessed, and all manner of pitiful
persons because they had no shepherd to care for them. Now in His kingly
ministry for the establishing of His heavenly kingdom, He ministered to them
not only as a Physician but also as a Shepherd, as prophesied in Isaiah 53:6
and 40:11. The heavenly King considered the people not only sheep but also
the harvest [Matt. 9:37]. The sheep needed shepherding, and the harvest
needed reaping. The King of the heavenly kingdom considered Himself not
only the Shepherd of the sheep but also the Lord of the harvest [v. 38]. His
kingdom is established with things of life that can grow and multiply. He is
the Lord who owns this crop. We are both the flock and the crop. The flock
is made up of living animals, and the crop, of living vegetation. Under the
hand of the Lord Jesus, nothing is lifeless...Everything under the care of this
heavenly King is living. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 340-341)

Today's Reading

We all need to see a vision of the Lord Jesus as the Lord of the harvest.
In Matthew 9:38 the Lord told us to beseech the Lord of the harvest that He
would thrust out workers into His harvest...Many times when we sense the
need for workers, we sound out the call for help. But from now on, whenever
you sense the need for workers, you must first pray to the Lord of the harvest,
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saying, “Lord, here is Your harvest. You are the Lord of the harvest. We call on
You to thrust out some reapers. Lord, send more reapers into Your harvest.”...
To pray like this means that we have seen a vision that our Christ, the kingly
One, the Shepherd, is the Lord of the harvest. Whenever you pray that the
Lord would send reapers into His harvest, you honor Him very much. How
different this is from inviting people to help you in your work! When you do
that, you do not honor Christ as the Lord of the harvest...You become the
master of that work, and He is not considered as the Lord of the harvest.

In 11:28 the Lord sounded out a call: “Come to Me all who toil and
are burdened, and I will give you rest.”..What a gracious word! The toil
mentioned in verse 28 refers not only to the toil of striving to keep the
commandments of the law and religious regulations but also to the toil of
struggling to be successful in any work...Rest refers not only to being set
free from the toil and burden under the law or religion or under any work or
responsibility but also to perfect peace and full satisfaction.

To take the Lord’s yoke [vv. 29-30] is to take the will of the Father. It is
not to be regulated or controlled by any obligations of the law or religion
or to be enslaved by any work but to be constrained by the will of the
Father. The Lord lived such a life, caring for nothing but the will of His
Father (John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38). He submitted Himself fully to the Father’s
will (Matt. 26:39, 42). Hence, He asks us to learn from Him. God’s will is
our yoke. Thus, we are not free to do as we please; rather, we are yoked...
The Lord’s yoke is the Father’s will, and His burden is the work to carry out
the Father’s will. Such a yoke is easy, not bitter, and such a burden is light,
not heavy. The Greek word rendered “easy” means “fit for use”; hence,
good, kind, mild, gentle, easy, pleasant, in contrast to hard, harsh, sharp,
and bitter.

The Lord said that if we take His yoke upon us and learn from Him, we
will find rest for our souls [11:29]. The rest we find by taking the Lord’s yoke
and learning from Him is for our souls. It is an inward rest; it is not anything
merely outward in nature. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 341, 371-373)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 29—31
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WEEK 8 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 15:26-27 But He answered and said, It is not good to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs. And she said, Yes, Lord, for
even the little dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.

When the Lord Jesus referred to the Canaanite woman as a dog, she
said, “Yes, Lord, for even the little dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from
their masters’ table” (Matt. 15:27). The Canaanite woman, not offended by
the Lord’s word but admitting that she was a heathen dog, considered that
at that time Christ, after being rejected by the children, the Jews, became
crumbs under the table as a portion to the Gentiles. The Holy Land of Israel
was the table on which Christ, the heavenly bread, had come as a portion
to the children of Israel. But they threw Him off the table to the ground, the
Gentile land, so that He became broken crumbs as a portion to the Gentiles.
What a realization this Gentile woman had at that time! No wonder the
heavenly King admired her faith (v. 28). (Life-study of Matthew, p. 522)

Today's Reading

According to doctrine, [the Canaanite] woman [Matt. 15:21-28] definitely
needed to be washed. But why did the Lord Jesus not ask her to wash herself
before eating of Him? If the Lord had done this, He would have been acting
contrary to what He had said in the foregoing verses when He belittled the
matter of outward washing. Here the Lord was emphasizing the matter of
eating. But this does not mean that we do not need to be washed. The blood
is available. We may strike the blood and eat the Lamb. But in order to not
confuse matters, in this section on eating, the Lord Jesus said nothing about
washing. I believe that the Lord Jesus did this purposely to show His disciples
that they needed only one thing—the eating. Even if we are as dirty as pagan
dogs, we still have the right and the position to eat Jesus. Oh, we need to be

2026 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 8 - Page 11



e AMEE| X Bz, iFdh (tH -+ HE)
Frif, “REAM, fEK! 7 KNFER, “F,
REEROAMER, BAFERERPESE. £,
KFEMN, REGEXER"Z, BIERERES, Kb
REAMARM. 7 ZEERW, 22—,

MEPEAXRBTHUAEZRN MR T, T2EN
W )lmT . ExEXFaEERZHNEL, TKF
W, “REEA, kFIUENAXE, RIGEESE
SAFRAN, HABEEER. 7 EMFH, “HEEME
Lt BILLHHEL T EZEANH. 7 BRI
HEAKWRREZ LA, THHFEELUWHWEL KT
HZE, TFHLHERNENL, RN FENLT L/
B, TENEBEENEZATZ. EEENLTH L,
DRFEXLEEZLE K, FRINAS, AEERN
E, RNAFENEHNEE, RN FENTTZ1L
EEHNKMNET. RERBERFL? KAEELEEL
2?2 AN ERAESEBNFXEE, TEEEGEEZ
ERER A A B, For b, RZEALEHTHE,
AT EEWN RIS EHE, T2 EHNTET,
FUFHBEAEAAR, “UTBAFEER, KFE
KR! M EAFER; MEBFER. MFEZR.
REG RS AL, HE., Bk. REFANMREXAE
W, #IARAEA. DRRALHLAE, REHFNMRHIY
RSB, HFERNR. B, MEEZK. ©
RS ENTESE, TEEAEEREZINTED,
EEREEANEHE, AEREHENRETEZRRK,
FANEAMERSEME, 7 (BABTEPIZE,
SN E R

S BREFEGEE, FHTAE.

ZOIARFARNB¥FEIIGFS-F A RMESE-F 1211

uninhibited eaters! Do not wait until you have washed. Come to the Lord just
as you are and eat of Him. As the words of a hymn say, “Just as [ am, | come.”
We need to say, “Lord, I come just as [ am. I don’t need to change or to be
cleansed. Lord, I need You, and I come to You to eat. Even if I am a dirty dog, |
come to You just as [ am.” Eating is primary, and eating is everything.

The Canaanite woman did not come to the Lord because she was hungry;
she came because her daughter was sick. But the Lord turned the situation
to the matter of eating. The Lord did not say, “I came as a Physician to the
children of Israel, and I cannot heal any heathen. I cannot cure dogs.” Rather,
the Lord seemed to be saying, “I came as bread to the children. It is not right
to throw the children’s bread to the dogs.” Although the woman's request had
nothing to do with eating, the Lord purposely related her case to the matter of
eating to show us that what we need is not outward washing but eating for the
inward nourishing. In his doctrinal arrangement Matthew put these matters
together that we might understand that for the kingdom of the heavens we do
not need outward cleansing, but what we need is for Christ to get into us. Are
you sick or weak? Do you have certain problems? Do not try to deal with these
things in an outward way. Instead, deal with them in an inward way by eating
Jesus. In fact, you should forget about all those things. What you need is not
outward washing but Christ coming into you. The Lord seemed to be saying
to the Canaanite woman, “You don’t need healing. You need Me! And you do
not need Me outwardly; you need Me inwardly. You need to eat Me. [ came as
bread for people to eat, to digest, and to assimilate. I would like to get into
your being, into your system, vessels, and fibers. I would like to get into your
very constituent and become you. Thus, you need to eat Me. Don’t deal with
things in an outward way. Rather, deal with everything in an inward way by
taking Me into you. As long as I can get into you to nourish you, every problem
will be solved.” (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 523-524)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 46
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And tell His salvation to man.

The world has its work and rewards,
I count them but folly and loss;

My business is only His work,

My message is only His cross.

In glory Himself shall appear.

Oh, then in some closer embrace,

Oh, then in some nobler employ

We'll dwell with the King for His work
In endless, ineffable joy!
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Week Nine
Pillars and Luminaries

Hymns: 976

Scripture Reading: Rev. 3:7-13; Phil. 2:12-16

Rev. 3:7

Rev. 3:8

Rev. 3:9

Rev. 3:10
Rev. 3:11
Rev. 3:12

Rev. 3:13
Phil. 2:12

Phil. 2:13
Phil. 2:14
Phil. 2:15

Phil. 2:16

And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: These things says the Holy One, the
true One, the One who has the key of David, the One who opens and no one will shut, and shuts
and no one opens:

I know your works; behold, I have put before you an opened door which no one can shut,
because you have a little power and have kept My word and have not denied My name.

Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, those who call themselves Jews and are
not, but lie-behold, I will cause them to come and fall prostrate before your feet and to know
that I have loved you.

Because you have kept the word of My endurance, [ also will keep you out of the hour of trial,
which is about to come on the whole inhabited earth, to try them who dwell on the earth.

I come quickly; hold fast what you have that no one take your crown.

He who overcomes, him [ will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by no means
go out anymore, and [ will write upon him the name of My God and the name of the city of My
God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only but now
much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;

For itis God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good pleasure.

Do all things without murmurings and reasonings

That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine as luminaries in the world,

Holding forth the word of life, so that  may have a boast in the day of Christ that I did not run in
vain nor labor in vain.

§ Day 1

In order to become pillars in the Triune God, we must
take the God-ordained pathway for the church, the way of
Philadelphia; only the recovered church, signified by the
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church in Philadelphia, can fulfill God's eternal purpose and
satisfy His heart's desire—Rev. 3:7-13; cf. 21:22:

A.The overcoming believers in Philadelphia are pillars who know the
present truth, uphold the absoluteness of the truth, and are constituted
with the truth for the church as the pillar and base of the truth—2 Pet.
1:12; 1 Tim. 3:15-16.

B.The overcoming believers in Philadelphia hold fast what they have, and
what they have is "this ministry,” the unique New Testament ministry;
actually, the Lord's recovery is to bring us back to the unique ministry of
the New Testament—Rev. 3:11; 2 Cor. 4:1:

1. The ministry of the Spirit is the ministry of the new covenant to deify
us by inscribing our hearts with the Spirit of the living God as the divine
and mystical "ink," making us the living letters of Christ—this is the
highest peak of the divine revelation—3:3, 6, 8, 18; 4:1; cf. Rev. 2:7b;
22:17a.

2.The ministry of righteousness is the ministry of Christ as our objective
righteousness for our justification and as our subjective righteousness
"embroidered” into us by the transforming work of the Spirit for the living
out and genuine expression of Christ in God's organic salvation—this is the
God-man living—2 Cor. 3:9; Psa. 45:1, 13-14; Rom. 5:10.

§ Day 2

3. The ministry of reconciliation is the ministry of reconciling the world to
Christ through the forgiveness of sins for their judicial redemption and
the reconciling of the believers to Christ that they might be persons who
live in the spirit, in the Holy of Holies, for their organic salvation—this is
shepherding people according to God—2 Cor. 5:18-21; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.

4. The way to be perfected as a pillar is by holding fast to this ministry, feasting
on the positive contents of God's economy, remaining in the present flow
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of the Lord's move under His headship, and staying away from death and
division—2 Tim. 3:10; 1 Tim. 4:15; Rom. 8:6; 16:17; 1 John 2:18-20; 1 Cor.
11:19; Num. 16:3, 7.

§ Day 3

C. The characteristic of the overcomers in Philadelphia is their arriving at
the highest peak of the divine revelation of God's economy:

1. One church in Asia was unique and highly appraised by the Lord—the church
in Philadelphia; the Lord appreciated them because they kept His word,
which means they did not turn away from the word of the apostles' teaching,
the healthy teaching of God's economy, the highest peak of the divine
revelation—Rev. 3:8; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 1:3-4.

2.For the overcomers to be pillars in the temple means that they will be
pillars in the Triune God, for the temple is "the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb"; God is built into them to make them living and precious stones,
and they are built into God to make them pillars of stone in God for their
incorporation with God as the mutual abode of God and man—Rev. 3:12a;
21:22, 3; Psa. 90:1; John 14:23; cf. 1 Kings 7:15-22.

3. That the name of God, the name of the New Jerusalem, and the Lord's new
name are written upon the overcomers indicates that what God is, the nature
of the New Jerusalem, and the person of the Lord have all been wrought into
them, labeling them with the Triune God and making them God in life and in
nature but not in the Godhead—Rev. 3:12b; 22:4D.

D.The characteristic of the overcomers in Philadelphia is their God-man
living by enjoying the riches of Christ—3:7; [sa. 22:15, 20-24:

1. The overcomers in Philadelphia have a little power; this indicates that what
pleases the Lord is not our doing much for Him but our doing our best for
Him with what we have—Rev. 3:8; 2 Cor. 12:7-10; Mark 14:8.
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7201403 ) i fEES NS > HEEHFEHES 119:72, 140); they receive the God-breathed Scripture by means of all
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SZEMNAN e (FAN1T~18 fZEa=14~17> healthy teaching of God's economy (Eph. 6:17-18; 2 Tim. 3:14-17; cf. 1 Tim.
SERIN3 ~4 ) 6:3-4).
[AM] § Day 4
3 FIEHIEEIEISIEE R A RINENS (BZS8)) 3.The overcomers in Philadelphia do not deny the Lord's name (Rev. 3:8);
A 175 4s 7 EERERAE 2 A —VIH 4 5 3 BAA T they abandon all names other than that of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they
KENBUTAZHNEE > (F+9~100 12~ call upon the name of the Lord to receive His riches (Rom. 10:9-10, 12-13),
130 ) AFFARINEERETE 7 - FEoRiB)H 5 5CH - openly confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil.
(BE=11¢) 2:11).

A BAEBEA RS, L4 IER MMM % L4 E.The characteristic of the overcomers in Philadelphia is their brotherly
& EAAVF R, ®RAH KR, AR love; love prevails among them so that they shepherd people according
FAP, R A E A XA Z A RS, VA to God, that is, according to the loving and forgiving heart of their Father

BAAT I 2 A B S An TR RN God and the shepherding and seeking spirit of their Savior Christ:

| FAVIKEZREN LR E 5 EIEALIERT M 1. The Lord's recovery is a recovery of loving the Lord Jesus; the overcomers in
FILE—EIETY | (RTEHCEMNE BELE Philadelphia stand on the genuine ground of oneness, keep themselves in the
F o HEMENGZIT-—IL20~ 21 HEH 14 love of God to love the Lord, and love all the brothers—Jude 20-21; 2 Cor. 5:14;
D230 B4 A= 14~ 160 == John 12:3; Luke 7:47; 1 John 3:14-16; cf. Psa. 133.

DHEAewENE > AW TFENE LIEFESE 2. Loving to be first in the church is versus having the Lord as our first love by
fir > MEAENFATEIHIE—E 9 FH— 18 | - giving Him the first place in all things—3 John 9; Col. 1:18b.

3TEEIFER » BOMTERGE » e E THAT 3.In the vital groups love must prevail; God first loved us in that He infused us
NREATA]  HEBATEmAE R HE - BRI with His love and generated within us the love with which we love Him and
X RS A T AT+ =31 F=4~8 the brothers—1 Cor. 12:31b; 13:4-8, 13; 1 John 3:14.

13- 45=14-

~ LGNS, A FE T =AM BT F The way of Philadelphia is the way of God's eternal economy revealed
KTEwAHE, CHALABTEMR LGRERL in Psalm 23, the way of Christ shepherding the church in His heavenly

O RFEARAEFEINISGE OANE—F 411 2026 June Semiannual Training - Outline - Week 9 - Page 4



HABEWHE, AZARAIH=—2, Ktk
BTG REMNE &, £RNIMANGLEE,
VAK B AP X B 0 R g,

(Bf]

AR ZBKAGERE T, KMNOHR T E

R R AR, AR Rk —

JAE— 12 ~ 16:

—_—

1

EERZKM, 84 (AR) &% (ITZ) ,
B R AE G ERRBAH, A aayiE R A
k, AAEAFHELE, aEARR. B+
PR A i iE—Ak A 20,

B HRANE BB (HEZ13) AR T,
(—19, ) ZFKREE. (=10, ) Fedo &N
RAER (W13 ) R AZIRBRE, (=
15, ) AR KAE; (—20; ) FAL¥69%E
AWk, (=16, ) A EFLE, (—21 L)
KMNLRBENARATRALFHRE, NEZ
A, A RV A &, R AAFH R AZ
REEHRE, FAHFELRK—=10, =13,
913, — 20,

ARG EBFIRAFE B FR S, A8 K
e, BRFHOBARFENE NGRS, TTA
B KR —i 518 ~ 20, ME— 19, =10

MR Z L E > WO BEAZIMERTHEE - i
ENAERFHIE » NERHTEE > T BIE N
o FEEIBATE R > BONERATARUE » FERATHIER
95 1 o INFEMMZEREERAT] ~ IsRIRAT - hoFkATEE

ZOTAREFEARAFFEIILHEIOANE—F 53

ministry to dispense Himself in His Divine Trinity into our being so that
we may live the life of a God-man to arrive at the highest peak of the
divine revelation.

§ Day 5

II. In the midst of the dark and corrupt world, our function is
to shine as luminaries, holding forth the word of life—Phil.
2:12-16:

A.Christ is the sun, with the church as the moon and the believers as the
planets to reflect Him by holding forth the word of life; to hold forth the
word of life is to apply it, present it, and offer it to the world by living out
Christ—Acts 5:20.

B.The God who operates in us (Phil. 2:13) is the supplying Spirit (1:19), the
power of resurrection (3:10), and the empowering Christ (4:13); to shine
as luminaries (2:15) is to magnify Christ (1:20), and to hold forth the
word of life (2:16) is to live Christ (1:21a).

C. We must aspire to know Christ as the power of resurrection, the inner
operating God, the One who empowers us, to shine as luminaries in the
world for His magnification—3:10; 2:13; 4:13; 1:20.

D.The power that physically released Peter from prison was the power of
God, but the power that Paul experienced while remaining in prison was
the power of resurrection—Acts 5:18-20; Phil. 1:19; 3:10:

1.In God's New Testament economy God's intention is not an outward
miracle but an inward miracle; the inward marvel is that Christ as
the Spirit is wrought into us to be our salvation, inwardly sustaining,
strengthening, and empowering us in our weakness to shine out Christ—2
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Cor. 12:7-10.

2.The empowering Christ is the secret to our shining out Christ for His
expression in any kind of environment or circumstance, and the secret of this
secret is the all-inclusive Spirit of Jesus Christ in our spirit as our daily and
moment-by-moment salvation—Phil. 1:19; 4:23.

§ Day 6

E.Murmurings and reasonings both frustrate us from experiencing and

enjoying Christ so that He may shine in us and through us for His

glory—2:14:

1.Murmurings are discontented and secret mutterings and grumblings,
including faultfinding, secret debate, displeasure, and complaining; "neither

murmur, just as some of them murmured and perished by the destroyer”"—1
Cor. 10:10.

2.Reasonings are disputes and discussions that carry an undertone of suspicion
or doubt; they include questionings and doubting and the drawing of
inferences or conclusions—cf. 1 Tim. 1:3-6; 6:3-4; 2 Cor. 11:2-3.

3. Rebellious and reviling words come from reasons; a servant of the Lord must
be delivered from reasons, being enlightened by the Lord to have a "blessed
blindness" to live under Christ's headship in the realm of life under the
authority of light and not in the realm of right and wrong under the authority
of darkness—Acts 22:10; Col. 1:12-13; Rom. 9:20-21; 11:34; cf. Acts 16:25.

4. Man's rebellion is manifested in words, thoughts, and reasons; thoughts and
reasons are the strongholds of Satan, God's adversary, within the minds of
those who are disobedient to God; through the spiritual warfare, reasonings
must be overthrown, and every thought must be taken captive to obey
Christ—2 Cor. 10:3-5.

5.Every time the Lord commanded His people to do something in Leviticus
18—22, He inserted the words "I am Jehovah" in between the commands;
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‘" MFEAH-— “BRZ2HCAIME" FEHA - there is not even the word because—"I am Jehovah" is the reason.

N FREMBRET SR, MELE, HELFHY  F The way to be saved from murmurings and reasonings in order to live
AAKBARLEMNE, TREAGREIEARNED Christ and shine out Christ as His luminaries is to stay in contact with
TEEANR N A NERE, TREAEFTHRELNY Him as our inward motivating power by enjoying Him as the word of
W, EHEPGASHNEE, FRLARMNFYH life, staying in fellowship with Him in prayer, and living a rejoicing,
FEREZ—MEFYHE, TER, RBHFREN thanking, and praising life in our wonderful spirit by the Triune God as

4%, BABEERENFR—BE—19, =13, = the wonderful Spirit for the glorious Body of Christ—Phil. 1:19; 2:13; 3:10;
10, W13, =15, W6, Mhark 16~ 20, 4:13; 2:15; 4:6; 1 Thes. 5:16-20.
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WEEK 9 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of Christ
ministered by us, inscribed not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God...

6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant,
ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.

9 ...Much more the ministry of righteousness abounds with glory.

For the carrying out of God’s New Testament economy, the ministry
is uniquely one...The unique ministry, which is the ministry of the new
covenant,...inscribes the saints with the all-inclusive God, who is the Spirit
within us and righteousness as our expression outwardly.

The Spirit and righteousness are the two aspects of the essence that is
inscribed into us by the ministry of the new covenant. The living Spirit is the
inward aspect, and the perfect righteousness is the outward aspect.

Our ministry in the local churches must be a ministry of inscribing...
Teaching does not require any essence; however, inscribing does require
an essence, just as writing with a pen requires ink...In order to write, we
must have the ink as the writing essence...Likewise, we must have the divine
essence in order to inscribe it into the being of the saints. (Life-study of 2
Corinthians, pp. 225-226)

Today's Reading

In 2 Corinthians 3:8 Paul speaks of the ministry of the Spirit, and in verse
9, of the ministry of righteousness. We may understand what the ministry
of the Spirit is, but what is the ministry of righteousness?...I thought that by
the ministry of righteousness he meant the ministry of justification, since
in this chapter there seems to be a comparison between condemnation and
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justification, which is the opposite of condemnation. But instead of justification,
Paul here speaks of righteousness. If he had said that the new covenant
ministry was a ministry of justification, it would be easy to understand his
meaning...Since Paul in 2 Corinthians 3 says that the new covenant ministry
is a ministry of righteousness, not a ministry of justification, we must try to
understand his meaning. To be sure, it is a very significant matter that the
ministry of the new covenant is a ministry of the Spirit and of righteousness.

As a result of experiencing the Spirit living and working within us, we
become righteous. Spontaneously, our inner being is transparent, crystal
clear, and we know the heart of God. Immediately, without effort, we know
the mind of the Lord and have a clear understanding concerning His will
and work. Then what we do is according to the Lord’s mind and will. This is
righteousness.

Many Christians have the concept that when we do something wrong,
we are not right with God. This concept of righteousness is too superficial.
Even when we do not do anything wrong, we still may not be right with God,
for our being may not be in the mind and will of the Lord...We may not be
according to the Lord’s mind, and what we are doing may not be His will. As
long as we are not doing God’s will, we are not right. Instead, we are wasting
our lives and everything the Lord has given us.

If you are infused and saturated by the life-giving Spirit, your inner being
will become transparent. Then you will know what is in the Lord’s mind. You
will also understand what the will of the Lord is. Spontaneously, you will be
in His will and do His will. As a result, you become right with Him. Moreover,
you will realize how you should act toward others and even how you should
deal with your material possessions. Then you will become a righteous
person, one who is right in small things as well as in great things, one who is
right with God, with others, and with himself. This is a person who expresses
God, for his righteousness is the image of God, God expressed. (Life-study of
2 Corinthians, pp. 236-237, 239-240)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 15; Life-study of 2
Corinthians, msgs. 25—29
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WEEK 9 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:18-20 But all things are out from God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Christ and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation...
and has put in us the word of reconciliation. On behalf of Christ then we
are ambassadors, as God entreats you through us; we beseech you on
behalf of Christ, Be reconciled to God.

Paul’s composition in 2 Corinthians 5:20 is unusual. After saying, “We
are ambassadors,” he says, “As God entreats you through us.” Paul seems to
be saying, “We are ambassadors of Christ, and we are doing a reconciling
work. This is like God entreating you through us. We are one with Christ
and one with God...” The ministry of the new covenant is a ministry in
which God, Christ, and the ministers are one...God, Christ, and the apostles
were one in carrying out the ministry of reconciliation. (Life-study of 2
Corinthians, p. 318)

Today's Reading

The believers in Corinth...had already been reconciled to God partially.
However, they had not been fully reconciled to Him...In 1 Corinthians 1 Paul
refers to them as saints, as those who had been called by God into the fellowship
of His Son. Therefore, they surely had been reconciled to God to some degree.

The books of 1 and 2 Corinthians show that the believers at Corinth, after
being reconciled to God partially, still lived in the flesh, in the outer man.
Between them and God there was the separating veil of the flesh, of the natural
man. This veil corresponds to the veil inside the tabernacle, the veil that
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, not to the veil at the entrance
to the Holy Place. The Corinthian believers may have been in the Holy Place, but
they were not in the Holy of Holies. This means they were still separated from
the place where God is. Therefore, they had not been reconciled to God in full.
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In 2 Corinthians 5:19 it is the world that is to be reconciled to God. In
verse 20 it is the believers, those who have already been reconciled to God,
who are to be reconciled to Him further. This clearly indicates that two steps
are required for people to be fully reconciled to God. The first step is to
reconcile sinners to God from sin. For this purpose Christ died for our sins
(1 Cor. 15:3) that they might be forgiven by God. This is the objective aspect
of Christ’s death. In this aspect He bore our sins on the cross that they might
be judged by God upon Him for us. The second step is to reconcile believers
living in the natural life to God from the flesh. For this purpose Christ died
for us—the persons—that we might live to Him in the resurrection life (2
Cor. 5:14-15). This is the subjective aspect of Christ’s death. In this aspect He
was made sin for us to be judged and done away with by God that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him. By the two aspects of His death He
has fully reconciled God’s chosen people to God.

Although the Corinthians had been saved and reconciled to God halfway,
they still lived in the flesh; that is, they lived in the soul, the outer man,
the natural being. The veil of the flesh, of the natural man, still separated
them from God. This means that their natural being was a separating veil.
Therefore, they needed the second step of reconciliation...What the apostle
Paul was doing in 1 and 2 Corinthians was to cleave the separating veil of the
flesh so that the believers at Corinth could enter into the Holy of Holies.

The blessings of God can be found in the Holy Place, but God Himself
is in the Holy of Holies. In the Holy Place are the blessings of the Spirit,
the lampstand, and the incense altar. But in the Holy Place there is not
the direct presence of God. In order to have God Himself, we must be
reconciled further and come into the Holy of Holies. We must take the second
step of reconciliation to be brought into the presence of God. This is full
reconciliation. This reconciliation brings us not only out of sin but also out of
the flesh, the natural man, the natural being. Then we are brought to God and
become one with Him. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 318-321)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 37
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WEEK 9 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 3:8 ...I have put before you an opened door which no one can shut,
because you have a little power and have kept My word and have not
denied My name.

12 He who overcomes, him | will make a pillar in the temple of My God...

One church was unique and was highly appraised by the Lord—the church
in Philadelphia. The Lord highly appraised them and even appreciated them
because they kept the word (Rev. 3:8). This means that they did not turn
away from the apostle’s proper teaching. Although they were weak, the Lord
still appraised them highly, telling them that they had a little power and that
they had kept His word.

To turn away from the proper teaching is a terrible thing that will result in
degradation and in picking up other teachings...I hope that we would follow the
pattern of the church in Philadelphia—keeping the Lord’s word even though we
only have a little strength. Let us keep the word of the Lord, which is to remain
in the teachings of the apostle, to remain in the healthy words, to remain in the
unique revelation from the Lord with the proper leadership. (CWWL, 1986, vol.
1, “Elders’ Training, Book 7: One Accord for the Lord’s Move,” pp. 173-174)

Today's Reading

The believers are symbolized by pillars [Rev. 3:12]. First, the pillars
are the prominent ones among the believers in the church today. This is
indicated in Galatians 2:9 where Paul speaks of “James and Cephas and John,
who were reputed to be pillars.”

The pillars are also the overcomers among the believers in the temple of
God in the coming age and in eternity. [In] Revelation 3:12...we see that the
overcomer will be made a pillar built into the temple of God. Because he is
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built into God’s building, “he shall by no means go out anymore.” This promise
will be fulfilled in the millennial kingdom as a prize to the overcomer.

The Lord makes us pillars by transforming us, that is, by carrying away
our natural element and by replacing it with His divine essence. Therefore,
the meaning of “make” in 3:12 is to constitute us into something, to
construct us in a creative way...The Lord’s work in the church is to work
Himself into us as the divine flow to carry away our natural being and
replace it with His substance that we may be gradually processed by His
transforming element. As the result of this transforming work, we become
pillars in the temple of God.

Verse 12 tells us that the overcomers will be pillars in the temple of God in
the coming age. However, 21:22, speaking of the New Jerusalem in the coming
age and in eternity, says, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb are its temple.” Here we see that in the New Jerusalem the Triune
God Himself will be the temple. This means that for the overcomers to be pillars
in the temple means that they will be pillars in the Triune God. This involves
being mingled with the Triune God and constituted of Him. This is a mystery.

Even in today’s church life, the overcoming saints are pillars in the Triune
God. Furthermore, these saints sometimes have the consciousness that the
church is actually nothing other than the Triune God. This fact is indicated
by the golden lampstands as a symbol of the church (1:12, 20). Furthermore,
the lampstand is the embodiment and expression of the Triune God. The gold
of the lampstand signifies the nature of the Father; the form signifies Christ
as the embodiment and image of God; and the seven lamps signify the Spirit
as the expression...It is not too much to say that, in actuality, the church is the
Triune God, because the lampstand is the church and also the embodiment of
the Triune God...In the coming age these overcoming believers will be pillars
in the temple of God, which is God Himself. From this we see that being made
a pillar involves the Triune God being mingled with and constituted into the
faithful overcomers. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1214-1216)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 2: The
Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” ch. 8
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WEEK 9 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 3:8 ...You have a little power and have kept My word and have not
denied My name.

Eph. 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
incorruptibility.

In Revelation 3:8 the Lord...said that the church in Philadelphia did not
deny His name...The word is the Lord’s expression, and the name is the
Lord Himself. The apostate church has deviated from the Lord’s word and
become heretical. The reformed church, though recovered to the Lord’s word
to some extent, has denied the Lord’s name by denominating herself, taking
many other names, such as Lutheran, Wesleyan, Anglican, Presbyterian,
and Baptist. The recovered church has not only returned to the Lord’s word
in a full way but has also abandoned all names other than that of the Lord
Jesus Christ...The church, as the pure virgin espoused to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2),
should have no name other than her Husband’s...In the recovered church life
there are no teachings of Balaam (Rev. 2:14), no teachings of the Nicolaitans
(v. 15), no teachings of Jezebel (v. 20), and no mysterious doctrines of Satan
(v. 24); there is only the pure word of the Lord...The deviation from the
word to heresies and the exalting of many names other than that of Christ
are the most striking signs of degraded Christianity. The return to the pure
word from all heresies and traditions and the exalting of the Lord’s name
by abandoning every other name constitute the most inspiring testimony in
the recovered church. This is why the church in the Lord’s recovery has the
revelation and presence of the Lord and expresses the Lord in a living way,
full of light and with the riches of life. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 181)

Today's Reading
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The church in Philadelphia [is] the church in recovery (Rev. 3:7-13). In
Greek Philadelphia means “brotherly love.”...Just as the reformed church,
prefigured by the church in Sardis, was a reaction to the apostate Catholic
Church, prefigured by the church in Thyatira, so the church of brotherly love
was a reaction to the dead reformed church. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 175)

We can tell [a] new one, “Whenever you call on His name, ‘O Lord Jesus,
you sense something sweet within you...If you call on anyone else’s name,
you will not have this kind of sense, but when you call on the Lord Jesus
and say, ‘Jesus, I love You, you will notice the difference. Moreover, the
deeper, higher, and richer your calling is, the more this sense within you
will intensify. Calling on the name of the Lord will make you happy, even
ecstatic. You may even jump for joy. This proves that Christ is real and living.
Whenever you have problems, questions, difficulties, or hardships, you
can call, ‘O Lord Jesus.” In this way we can pass on a message to the newly
baptized one, helping him to know Jesus Christ as the living Spirit. If we visit
people in their homes, baptize them, and teach them concerning Jesus in this
way, we will truly be revived.

Moreover, this revival is in love. The phrase in love is used six times in
Ephesians (1:4; 3:17; 4:2, 15-16; 5:2). This is the love that originally was
in God, that became the love of Christ and in Christ, and that has been
transfused into our being to become our love toward Him. The love of God
is not a silent love. Rather, it is an operating love, working in us to stir us
up to love Him...God first loved us in that He infused us with His love and
generated within us the love with which we love Him and the brothers
[1 John 4:19-21]. We love the Lord not only because He loves us but also
because of His eternal purpose, heart’s delight, and good pleasure. We
love Jesus because He has a plan to gain the church as His Body. Our love
today is higher, deeper, and richer than the love that we had in the past.
Previously, we loved Jesus with a selfish love, but now we love Him because
He has given apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers
to perfect all the saints to do the same things that they do. (CWWL, 1988,
vol. 1, p. 495)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 238
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WEEK 9 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:15-16 That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation,
among whom you shine as luminaries in the world, holding forth the word
of life, so that I may have a boast in the day of Christ that | did not run in
vain nor labor in vain.

The Greek word rendered “luminaries” [in Philippians 2:15] refers
to luminaries that reflect the light of the sun. The matter of shining as
luminaries indicates our ability to function. Praise the Lord that we are able
to shine! We are not only children of God but are also luminaries with the
heavenly function of reflecting Christ as the real sun. Every kind of life has its
particular function...As sons of God with the divine life, we have the function
of shining. In our daily living we should not merely behave ourselves
according to a certain standard—we should shine. (Life-study of Philippians,
p. 399)

Today's Reading

As luminaries, the believers shine among those in this crooked and
perverted generation [Phil. 2:15]. Actually, we have no light in ourselves;
we are luminaries reflecting the light of the sun, Christ. Christ is the unique
sun, and the church is the moon reflecting Him.... World here refers to the
dark, corrupt world, which is usurped by Satan (1 John 5:19; 2:15-17). In the
world can be rendered “in the universe.”

The word of life [Phil. 2:16] is very different from doctrine in dead letters.
The word of life is the living breath of God (2 Tim. 3:16), the Spirit who gives
life (John 6:63). We have the Lord Jesus as our pattern (Phil. 2:6-11), we have
God operating in us (v. 13), we are God’s children possessing God’s life and
the divine nature (v. 15), we are luminaries qualified to reflect the divine
light of Christ (v. 15), and we have the word of life to hold forth, to present
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to others...By such [a divine and rich provision] we are well able to carry out
God'’s salvation to the full extent.

The word of life we are holding forth is actually Christ Himself (John 1:1, 4).
To hold forth the word of life is to apply it, to present it, and to offer it to the
world by living out Christ. In order to have the experience of Christ revealed
in the book of Philippians, we need to have Christ as our pattern, we need
to have the Triune God operating in us, we need to be children of God with
the divine life and nature, and we need to be luminaries positioned to reflect
Christ.

We should allow the word of Christ to dwell in us, to inhabit us, richly [Col.
3:16]. Then we will have the word of life with which to shine. In order to hold
forth the word of life, we must first have the divine life within us...The more
we are nourished by feeding on the word of life, digesting and assimilating
this word, the greater will be the accumulation of the word within us. Then
spontaneously, we will shine with the very word of life we have taken into us.
This shining will then be our holding forth, our presenting, the wonderful word
of life to others...If we daily digest Christ as the word of life, accumulating the
riches of the Word in a subjective, organic way, we will have something living
and organic to share with others. This is the proper gospel preaching and
proclamation of the truth...This is the way to magnify Christ and live Him.

May we be liberated from every kind of bondage in our dealing with the
Word and the Spirit. If we exercise our spirit to pray-read, sing, and psalm
Philippians 2:14-16, we will praise the Lord that we are children of God
and luminaries shining by holding forth the word of life. If we practice pray-
reading these verses word by word and also exercise to sing the Word of
God, we will be permeated and saturated with the rich supply from the
living Word. Then our inner being will be filled with the riches of Christ.
Spontaneously, unconsciously, and even unintentionally, we will live a
life that expresses Christ and holds forth the word of life. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 111-112, 400)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 12—13, 21, 23, 29, 46
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WEEK 9 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:14-15 Do all things without murmurings and reasonings that you
may be blameless and guileless, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and perverted generation...

Murmurings are out of our emotion, mostly on the part of the sisters;
reasonings are out of our mind, mostly on the part of the brothers. Both
frustrate us from carrying out our salvation to the fullest extent, from
experiencing Christ to the uttermost.

Obedience to God slays all murmurings and reasonings. In order to
work out our salvation, we must obey the very God who operates in us. He
Himself is our salvation, and our obedience to Him is the working out of our
salvation.

Paul’s word in Philippians 2:14 about murmurings and reasonings is a
further indication that his purpose in writing [this] book...was not related to
doctrine but very much related to experience. Murmurings and reasonings
are important factors that frustrate our Christian life...Often in important
matters we may not murmur or reason. But in small matters we are prone
to murmurings and reasonings. Any kind of murmuring or reasoning is
disobedience to the inner working of the Triune God. How we need the Lord
to save us from our murmurings and reasonings! (Life-study of Philippians,
pp. 105-106)

Today's Reading

Man’s rebellion is manifested in words, reasons, and thoughts. If a man
does not know authority, there will be reviling words...Man speaks because
he thinks he has a reason. Ham thought that he had a reason to revile Noah
because he was naked. Miriam’s word concerning Moses marrying an Ethiopian
woman was a fact; she had a reason. However, those who submit to authority
and live under authority do not live in their reasons. Korah’s company and
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the 250 leaders said that Moses and Aaron should not put themselves above
the others because the whole congregation was holy and Jehovah was in their
midst. Again, their rebellion had a reason behind it. Reviling words often come
from reasons. Dathan and Abiram had even more reasons. They charged that
Moses had not brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey, that
he had not given them the inheritance of fields and vineyards, but rather that
they were still in the wilderness. They charged that Moses was just covering up
their eyes, saying, “Will you put out the eyes of these men?” (Num. 16:14). This
meant that their eyes were very clear. The more they thought, the more reason
they had...The more thinking there is, the more reasons are stirred up. In the
world everyone lives in reasons. What difference is there between us and the
worldly people if we also live in reasons?

Are our lives based upon reasons or upon authority?...0nce the light
comes, all reasons are gone. Once Paul was enlightened on the way to
Damascus, he became truly blind. From then on he did not care for reasons
(Acts 9:3, 8). Moses’ eyes were not put out, but he was like a man without
eyes...A servant of the Lord must be blind. He must be delivered from a life of
reasons. Reasoning in the heart is the first cause of rebellion. Hence, if we do
not deal thoroughly with reasons, it is impossible to stop the words.

Every time the Lord commanded the Israelites to do something in
Leviticus 18—22, He inserted the words, “I am Jehovah,” in between the
commands...There need be no other reason. “I am Jehovah” is the reason.
If we see this, we will not live by reason from this day on. We have to say to
God, “In the past I lived by my thoughts and reasons. Today [ bow down and
worship You. As long as it is of You, it is enough for me. I will worship You.”
When Paul was struck down on the way to Damascus, all reasons vanished
from him. Once light shines in, a person falls down. The first word that came
out of Paul’s mouth was, “What shall I do, Lord?” (Acts 22:10). Immediately,
he became obedient. Those who know God do not reason. When the light
judges, the reason disappears. (CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,”
pp. 184-185, 189)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 9, issue no. 21; CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority
and Submission,” chs. 9—10
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Week Ten

Being Conformed to Christ’s Death
and Attaining to the Out-resurrection

Hymns: 481

Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:10-11

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death,
Phil. 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

§ Day 1

In Philippians 3:10 Paul speaks of "being conformed to His
death”; this expression indicates that Paul desired to take
Christ's death as the mold of his life:

A.The excellency of the knowledge of Christ, counting all things as loss,
gaining Christ, being found in Him, knowing Him, knowing the power of
His resurrection, and knowing the fellowship of His sufferings all issue in
one thing—being conformed to Christ's death—vv. 7-10.

B.Being conformed to Christ's death is the base of the experience of Christ—
1:20-21a; 3:9-10.

C. The mold of Christ's death refers to the continual putting to death of His
natural, human life that He might live by the life of God—]John 6:57a:

1.When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He lived a crucified life; by living a
crucified life He was alive to God and lived Him.
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2. He always put His human life to death so that the divine life within Him could
flow out—10:10b-11, 17.

3.As He was living, He was also dying—dying to the old creation in order
to live a life in the new creation; this is the meaning of His death in
Philippians 3:10.

§ Day 2
D.Christ's death is a mold to which we are conformed in much the same way
that dough is put into a cake mold and conformed to it:

1. God has put us into the mold of Christ's death, and day by day God is molding
us to conform us to this death—Rom. 6:3-4.

2. Our life should be conformed to such a mold—dying to our human life in
order to live the divine life—Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 4:10-11.

3.1f we put to death our natural life, we will have the consciousness that we
have another life, the divine life, within us; this life will be released, and then
in our experience we will be conformed to Christ's death—John 10:10b; 1
John 5:11-12.

4. In the mold of Christ's death the natural man is killed, the old man is crucified,
and the self is nullified—2 Cor. 4:16; Rom. 6:6; Matt. 16:24.

5.If we allow our circumstances to press us into this mold, our daily life will be
molded into the form of Christ's death—Rom. 8:28-209.

6. We are conformed to the mold of Christ's death by the power of Christ's
resurrection—Phil. 3:10; John 11:25; Eph. 1:19-20; S. S. 2:8-13.

§ Day 3

E. As we are conformed to Christ's death, we experience His all-accomplishing
death:
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1. By being conformed to His death, we experience Christ in His death for
the release, impartation, and multiplication of life—]John 12:24-25; 2 Cor.
4:12.

2. The only way to glorify God is to be conformed to Christ's death; the more we
are conformed to Christ's death, the more we glorify the Father—John 12:28;
13:31.

3. When we die the death of Christ and are conformed to His death, we will be a
magnet drawing others to Christ—12:32.

4. The more we die with Christ, the more we save our soul-life unto eternal
life—wv. 25.

5.1f we are willing to be conformed to Christ's death, we will overcome the
world and defeat Satan—v. 31; Heb. 2:14.

§ Day 4

II. The result of being conformed to Christ's death is that we

may attain to, or arrive at, the out-resurrection from the
dead—Phil. 3:11:

A.The out-resurrection is the outstanding resurrection, the extra-

resurrection, which will be a prize to the overcoming saints—Rev. 20:4, 6:

1. All believers who are dead in Christ will participate in the resurrection from
the dead at the Lord's coming back—1 Thes. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52.

2.The Lord's overcomers will enjoy an extra, outstanding portion of that
resurrection, a resurrection in which they will receive the reward of the
kingdom; this is what the apostle Paul sought after—Heb. 11:35, 26.

3.The out-resurrection should be the goal and destination of our Christian
life—Phil. 3:11-15a.

B.To attain to the out-resurrection is to arrive at the out-resurrection; this
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requires us to triumphantly run the race for the prize.

C. To attain to the out-resurrection means that our entire being is gradually
and continually resurrected—1 Thes. 5:23:

1. God first resurrected our deadened spirit; He proceeds to resurrect our soul
and our mortal body until our whole being—spirit, soul, and body—is fully
resurrected out of our old being by His life and with His life—Eph. 2:5-6;
Rom. 8:6, 11.

2.1f we are conformed to Christ's death, every part of our being will be
gradually resurrected; thus, the Christian life is a process of resurrection.

3.We can reach this goal only by being conformed to the death of Christ by
living a crucified life—Phil. 3:10-11.

4. In the death of Christ we are processed from the old creation to the new—wvv.
10-11; 2 Cor. 5:17.

§ Day 5
D.The out-resurrection is a resurrection out of the old creation into the new
creation—Gal. 6:15; 2 Cor. 5:17:

1.To be in the out-resurrection means to leave everything of the old creation
and to be brought into God.

2.In the out-resurrection there is no element of the old creation; instead,
everything is full of the divine element—Rev. 21:5a.

E. For Paul, to live was Christ as the out-resurrection—Phil. 1:21a; 3:11:

1. The out-resurrection is actually the dear, precious, excellent person of Christ,
the One who, through crucifixion and resurrection, has passed out of the old
creation and has entered into God—]John 14:3, 20; Heb. 6:19-20.

2. The Christ whom we should live is Himself the out-resurrection—Phil. 1:21a;
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3:11; John 11:25.

§ Day 6

F.In Philippians 3:12 Paul had already obtained the believers' common
salvation by the believers' common faith, but he had not obtained the
extra portion of resurrection:

1.To obtain that portion he had to pursue, to run, and to finish the course
triumphantly—2 Tim. 4:7-8.

2.The Greek word for pursue in Philippians 3:12 is the same word as for
persecute; this word also means "to press toward, to follow after":

a.In such a way Paul ran the race to obtain the prize and reach maturity.

b.Before he was saved, he persecuted Christ; after he was saved, he
pursued Christ to such an extent that he persecuted Christ, but in a
positive way.

G.We need to be conformed to Christ's death so that by any means we may
attain to the out-resurrection from the dead; this is the only way for the
Lord to go on in His recovery, the only way for the Lord to build up His
church, the only way to prepare the bride, and the only way to bring the
Lord back—vv. 10-11; Matt. 16:18; Rev. 19:7-9a; 22:14, 20.
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WEEK 10 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

In Philippians 3:10 Paul spoke of “being conformed to His death.” This
expression indicates that Paul desired to take Christ’s death as the mold of
his life. The excellency of the knowledge of Christ, counting all things as loss,
gaining Christ, being found in Him, knowing Him, knowing the power of His
resurrection, and knowing the fellowship of His sufferings all issue in one
thing—being conformed to Christ’s death.

Paul lived a crucified life continually, a life under the cross, just as Christ
did in His human living. Through such a life of being molded to Christ’s
death, Paul experienced and enjoyed the resurrection power of Christ. The
mold of Christ’s death refers to Christ’s experience of continually putting to
death His human life that He might live by the life of God (John 6:57)...By
living a crucified life He was alive to God and lived Him. He always put His
human life to death so that the divine life within Him could flow out (10:10-
11, 17). As He was living, He was also dying—dying to the old creation
in order to live a life in the new creation. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3507-3508)

Today's Reading

The power of Christ’s resurrection is His resurrection life, which raised Him
from the dead (Eph. 1:19-20). The reality of the power of Christ’s resurrection
is the Spirit (Rom. 1:4)...To experience the power of Christ’s resurrection, we
need to live a crucified life, as He did. Our conformity to His death affords the
power of His resurrection a base from which to rise up that His divine life may
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be expressed in us...The power of Christ’s resurrection is for the producing and
building up of the Body. If we put ourselves aside and remain under the death
of the cross, we will enjoy the power of resurrection. Spontaneously, the power
of resurrection experienced by us will produce the Body.

The expression the fellowship of His sufferings in Philippians 3:10
refers to the participation in Christ’s sufferings (Matt. 20:22-23; Col. 1:24),
a necessary condition for the experience of the power of His resurrection
(2 Tim. 2:11) by being conformed to His death...With Christ, the sufferings
and death came first, followed by the resurrection; with us, the power of
His resurrection comes first, followed by the participation in His sufferings
and conformity to His death. We first receive the power of His resurrection;
then by this power we are enabled to participate in His sufferings and live
a crucified life in conformity to His death. Such sufferings are mainly for
producing and building up the Body of Christ (Col. 1:24).

Christ’s sufferings are of two categories: those for accomplishing
redemption, which were completed by Christ Himself, and those for
producing and building the church, which need to be filled up by the
apostles and the believers (v. 24). We cannot participate in Christ’s suffering
for redemption, but we must take part in the sufferings of Christ for the
producing and building up of the Body (cf. Rev. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:10; 2 Cor. 1:5-6;
4:12; 6:8-11). Christ as the Lamb of God suffered for redemption (John 1:29);
Christ as the grain of wheat suffered for reproducing and building (12:24)...
The one grain did not complete all the sufferings that are needed for the
building up of the Body; as the many grains, we must suffer in the same way
the one grain suffered (vv. 24-26). As the many grains, we also must lose
our soul-life through death that we may enjoy eternal life in resurrection (v.
25). This is to follow Him that we may serve Him and walk with Him on the
way of losing the soul-life and living in resurrection (v. 26). The way for the
church to come into being and to increase is not by human glory but by the
death of the cross. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3506-3507)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” ch. 19
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WEEK 10 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

Matt. 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Christ’s death is a mold to which we are conformed in much the same way
that dough is put into a cake mold and conformed to it. God has put us into
the mold of Christ’s death, and day by day God is molding us to conform us to
this death (Rom. 6:3-4). We should be conformed to such a mold by our dying
to our human life to live the divine life. If we put to death our natural life, we
will have the consciousness that we have another life, the divine life, within
us; this life will be released, and then in our experience we will be conformed
to Christ’s death (John 10:10; 1 John 5:11-12). In the mold of Christ’s death,
the natural life is killed, the old man is crucified, and the self is nullified (2
Cor. 4:16; Rom. 6:6; Matt. 16:24). If we allow our circumstances to press us
into this mold, our daily life will be molded into the form of Christ’s death
(Rom. 8:28-29).

Being conformed to the death of Christ is the condition for knowing
and experiencing Him, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings. Being conformed to the death of Christ is the base of the
experience of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3508)

Today's Reading

Unless we are conformed to Christ’s death, we cannot be conformed to the
image of Christ. Christ’s death is the mold in which we are being conformed to
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His image, the image of the firstborn Son of God. As we experience the process of
transformation and conformation, we are being conformed to the death of Christ.

The death of Christ was present in Him throughout His whole life. As He
was living, He was also dying..When He told His disciples that He would
suffer and be crucified, they had no ears to hear. Day after day Christ died to
the old creation so that He might live in the new creation.

Being conformed to Christ’s death should be our daily experience as
believers. The more our natural life is put to death, the more the divine life in us
will be released. Then in our experience we will be conformed to Christ’s death.

The cross [Matt. 16:24] is not merely a suffering; it is primarily a Kkilling.
It kills and terminates the criminal. Christ bore the cross and then was
crucified. As He was bearing the cross, He was under a Kkilling rather than a
suffering. The believers in Christ are crucified with Him and then bear the
cross. Bearing the cross means to remain in the killing of the death of Christ
for the terminating of our self, natural life, and old man.

For us to bear the cross, we must realize that we have already been
crucified. We have been crucified together with Christ on the cross; our own
life, the natural life, the old man, and our entire being have been killed. Now
we must remain under the killing. This is the meaning of bearing the cross.

The meaning of bearing the cross is that we bear about in our body the
death of Christ, allowing the death of Christ to work continuously on us for
the putting to death of our self. To bear the cross is also to remain in the
death of Christ. The death of Christ is our destiny and our goal. If we want to
be transformed and conformed to the image of Christ the Firstborn, we need
to remain in His death, taking His death as our dwelling place. Hence, the
meaning of bearing the cross is to join ourselves to the crucified Christ and
remain with Him in His death. If we do not remain in Christ’s death, we are
forsaking His cross; if we remain in His death, we are bearing the cross. This
is to be conformed to the death of Christ. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3,
pp. 51-53)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, Isn. 45
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WEEK 10 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.

As we are conformed to Christ’s death, we experience His all-
accomplishing death. First, if we die with Christ, we will keep our soul-life
unto eternal life (John 12:25). Second, if we are willing to be conformed
to Christ’s death, we will overcome the world and defeat Satan (v. 31;
Heb. 2:14). Third, by being conformed to His death, we experience Christ
in His death for the release, impartation, and multiplication of life (John
12:24-26; 2 Cor. 4:12). We need to be conformed to the death of Christ so
that the divine life within us may be released and imparted into others
and thereby multiplied. Fourth, when we are conformed to the death of
Christ, spontaneously the divine life within us will be released, and God
the Father, the source of this life, will be glorified. Hence, the more we
are conformed to Christ’s death, the more we glorify the Father (John
12:28; 13:31)...Fifth, through His death on the cross, people are drawn to
Christ (12:32). The real attraction is in His dying. When we die the death
of Christ and are conformed to His death, we will be a magnet drawing
others to Christ...Such an attraction comes through the release of life; this
is the crucified life with its attracting power. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3508-3509)

Today's Reading

For us to be conformed to the death of Christ, we need to bear the cross,
accept the fact that the old man has been crucified, crucify the flesh with its
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passions and lusts, put to death the practices of the body, deny the self, lose
the soul, and also experience dying with Christ to be freed from the elements
of the world. Here are six negative things that must be dealt with: the old man,
the body of sin, the flesh with its passions and lusts, the practices of the body,
the self, and the soul (the natural life)...In the mold of Christ’s death no trace
of these six things can be found. In actuality, to be conformed to Christ’s death
is to deal with these six negative things. The more these things are dealt with,
the more we are conformed to Christ’s death and the more we are conformed
to the image of God’s firstborn Son. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, p. 61)

We need to forget the teachings about the improvement of behavior. Do
not try to love others, to control your temper, or to be a good husband or wife.
Instead, endeavor to be conformed to Christ’s death...The only thing you need
to do is to be conformed to the death of Christ...I have no burden to help you
control your temper or be a good wife or husband. My burden is to charge you
to be conformed to the death of Christ. As you are about to love someone, be
conformed to His death. As you are about to lose your temper, be conformed to
His death. As you are about to go somewhere or do something, be conformed
to His death. Simply be conformed to the death of Christ. Unbelievers cannot
be conformed to Christ’s death because they do not have the Holy Spirit within
them. But because we have the Holy Spirit within us and because we have been
regenerated with the divine life, we can be conformed to the death of Christ.

We need to see the vision that God’s economy is not a matter of ethics or
religion but of being conformed to the death of Christ. This means that we
need to be buried and remain always in death to be conformed to Christ’s
death...Often we live and act in a natural way, even in doing spiritual things
or scriptural things. We may act according to the Scriptures, but we are not
conformed to the death of Christ in doing so. Rather, we are in our natural
life. It is easy for Christians to give up evil things, but it is very difficult to be
conformed to the death of Christ and not to do anything by our natural life.
Nearly fifty years ago I gave up the sinful things, but I am still learning how
to be conformed to Christ’s death. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of
Christ,” pp. 479-480)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, Isn. 45
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WEEK 10 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

Rev. 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection;
over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of
God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

To attain to the out-resurrection from the dead requires us to run
triumphantly the race for the prize (1 Cor. 9:24-26; 2 Tim. 4:7-8). The out-
resurrection refers to the outstanding resurrection, the extra-resurrection,
which will be a prize to the overcoming saints (Heb. 11:35; Rev. 20:4-6).
All believers who are dead in Christ will participate in the resurrection
from the dead at the Lord’s coming back (1 Thes. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52), but
the overcoming saints will enjoy an extra, outstanding portion of that
resurrection. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3509)

Today's Reading

God first resurrected our deadened spirit (Eph. 2:5-6). Then from our
spirit He proceeds to resurrect our soul (Rom. 8:6) and our mortal body
(v. 11), until our entire being—spirit, soul, and body—is fully resurrected
out of our old being by and with His life. This is a process in life through
which we must pass and a race that we must run until we arrive at the
out-resurrection as the prize. Hence, the out-resurrection should be the
goal and destination of our Christian life. We can reach this goal only by
being conformed to the death of Christ, by living a crucified life. In the
death of Christ we are processed in resurrection from the old creation to
the new.

To be in the out-resurrection means to leave everything of the old creation
and to be brought into God...There is only one kind of resurrection that brings
us out of the old creation and into God, and this is the resurrection of Christ.
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Thus, Christ’s resurrection is the outstanding resurrection. Christ is the unique
One to pass out of the old creation and to enter into God. Christ lived in an old
creation body and environment for thirty-three and a half years, but the life He
lived belonged wholly to the new creation because He continually died to His
old creation body and environment and lived to God. Through His death and
resurrection, He left the old creation behind and was brought into God.

The out-resurrection is actually the dear, precious, excellent person of
Christ, the One who, through crucifixion and resurrection, has passed out
of the old creation and has entered into God. This wonderful One is far
more excellent than the angels, who belong to the old creation. They have
not experienced crucifixion or resurrection. But after Christ was crucified
and buried, He was resurrected out of the old creation and into God. Christ
Himself is the reality of the out-resurrection. Now we must pursue a life
which is this wonderful person of Christ. With Paul, we should be able to say,
“To me, to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). Paul could also testify that he had been
crucified with Christ and that Christ lived in him (Gal. 2:20). The Christ who
lived in Paul is the One who, in His own person, is the out-resurrection.

Can we reach the goal of the out-resurrection in this age, or can we only
run the race and hope to reach the goal in the coming age? Some may think
that we must wait until the coming age to reach the goal. But if we do not
arrive at the goal in this age, we will not attain to it in the next age. We must
endeavor to arrive at the goal during our lifetime.

In Romans 8:11 Paul says, “If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.” This verse
indicates that we can attain to the out-resurrection in this age. Here Paul
says that the Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead will give
life to that part of our being which is dying, our mortal bodies...The Spirit
is dwelling in us to work the out-resurrection into our being in a real and
practical way. Thus, Romans 8:11 indicates that we should attain to the
out-resurrection in this age. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3509-3511)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 349
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WEEK 10 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life...

To live Christ is to live the out-resurrection; this should be our goal...Our
deeds and words must be in resurrection...The question is not whether a
particular thing is right or wrong but whether or not it is in resurrection.
This shows that to live Christ is to live the out-resurrection, to live a life
absolutely outside of the old creation and in God.

In the out-resurrection there is no element of the old creation. Instead,
everything is full of the divine element. This is the reason that people
sense God when they are with a person who lives in the out-resurrection...
His deeds and words [are] in resurrection. This is the out-resurrection in
our daily life...Paul was pursuing this kind of living. This is what he had in
mind when he declared that his desire was to know Christ and the power
of His resurrection and by any means to attain to the out-resurrection [cf.
Phil. 3:10-11]. We need to pray, “Lord Jesus, I love You in a way that I have
never loved You before...In Your presence I resolve to pursue You as the out-
resurrection. [ want everything in my life to be outside of the old creation
and in God.” (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3511)

Today's Reading

This term out-resurrection means that every part of our being will be
resurrected...The Christian walk involves a long process, and it takes us a
long way. At the end of this walk is the goal at which we need to arrive,...the
out-resurrection. Arriving at the out-resurrection is the result, the issue, of
being conformed to Christ’s death. To be conformed, molded, to the death
of Christ means that we remain always in His death. If we remain in Christ’s
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death, allowing ourselves to be molded into its likeness, the outcome will be
that every part of our being will be gradually resurrected.

Our resurrection began with our regeneration. As sinners, we were all part
of the old Adam. In every respect we were old...But when we believed in the
Lord Jesus, something new entered into us. The Holy Spirit of God came in to
regenerate us with the life of God. Thus, by regeneration our old, deadened
spirit was resurrected. The Bible says that when we were saved, we were
made alive (Eph. 2:5). Before we were saved, we were dead in offenses and
sins (v. 1; Col. 2:13). But when we believed in the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit
of God came in to enliven our deadened spirit with the divine life. At that
time, part of our being, our spirit, was resurrected. But what about the other
parts of our being, such as our mind, emotion, will, and heart? When we were
regenerated in our spirit, these parts were not yet resurrected. Nevertheless,
God’s goal is to resurrect our whole being.

One day [a brother] may come to see that his love for his wife should not
be a natural love. Thus, he may pray, “Lord, I confess that my love for my
wife has been a natural love. Grant me the grace to live a crucified life with
my wife.” This is to be conformed to Christ’s death in the particular matter
of loving his wife. Several days later he may realize that even his contact
with the saints has been too natural...Therefore, he prays and confesses this
matter to the Lord, asking Him for the grace to no longer shepherd the saints
according to his natural life. He may pray, “Lord, [ want to be conformed
to Your death. Like You, I want to live a crucified life. When You were on
earth, You did not love people or care for them according to the natural
life. Everything You did was in resurrection. Lord, grant me the grace that
from now on I will not shepherd Your saints in my natural life but in You.”
Through this experience he becomes conformed to the death of Christ in this
matter also. Iltem by item, he is conformed to Christ's death. The more he is
conformed to Christ’s death in this way, the more his being is resurrected.
In loving his wife and in shepherding the saints, he is resurrected. (CWWL,
1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 475-478)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” ch. 19
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WEEK 10 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:12-13 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected,
but I pursue, if even I may lay hold of that for which I also have been
laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers, I do not account of myself to have
laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and
stretching forward to the things which are before.

Paul had experienced and gained Christ tremendously, yet he did not
account of himself to have experienced Christ in full or to have gained Him to
the uttermost. He still endeavored to pursue toward the goal—the gaining of
Christ to the fullest extent.

In Philippians 3:13 Paul speaks of “forgetting the things which are
behind.” In order to gain Christ to the fullest extent, Paul not only forsook his
experiences in Judaism but also would not linger in his past experiences of
Christ. He forgot the past. Not to forget but to linger in our past experiences,
however genuine they were, frustrates our further pursuing of Christ. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3512)

Today's Reading

Paul also tells us that he was stretching forward to the things which are
before. He knew that Christ is unsearchably rich, that there is a vast territory
of His riches to be possessed. He was stretching forward to gain these riches
and to advance further into this territory.

Even though Paul was a matured saint and an experienced apostle, he
tells us that he had not already obtained and had not yet been perfected...
He, of course, had obtained the common salvation by the common faith (1
Tim. 1:14-16), but he was still pursuing Christ in order to gain Him to the
fullest extent. Furthermore, Paul was also seeking Christ in order to have
the extra portion of resurrection, the out-resurrection. In order to have this
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portion of resurrection, we must pursue, run the race, and finish our course
triumphantly...At the time of our conversion, we were gained by Christ so
that we may gain Him. Now as those who have not yet obtained and who
have not yet been perfected, we are pursuing Christ.

Paul was pursuing toward the goal for the prize [Phil 3:14]. Christ is both
the goal and the prize. The goal is the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ,
and the prize is the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the millennial kingdom
as a reward to the victorious runners of the New Testament race. In order to
reach the goal for the prize, Paul was exercised to forget the things which are
behind and to stretch forward to the things which are before. This is the way
to gain Christ by pursuing Him.

We should see the fact that God has set up a goal and prepared a prize. We
need to run a good race and to pursue Christ by forgetting the things which
are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, that is, the
things concerning Christ and His Body, the church. Let us all forget the things
behind and pay attention to the bright future ahead of us, a future of gaining
Christ and experiencing Him to the uttermost in His Body.

We should not be satisfied simply with Bible knowledge, not even with the
knowledge of Philippians 3. We need to have the actual pursuing of Christ.
The Greek word for pursue can also be translated “persecute.” Before Paul
was saved, he was persecuting Christ in a negative way. After he was saved,
he pursued Christ to such an extent that we may even say he persecuted
Christ but in a very positive way. To persecute a person is to trouble him and
refuse to let him go. Before Paul was saved, he bothered Christ and would
not let Him go, persecuting Him negatively. But after he was saved and had
been gained by Christ, Paul still persecuted Him, but positively, for he refused
to let Christ go. We also should persecute Christ in this way in order to gain
Him. We should not let Christ go; rather, we should bother Him, persecute
Him, in order to gain Him. This is to pursue Christ. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 3512-3513)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 349
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WEEK 10 — HYMN

Crucified with Christ my Savior 481
Union with Christ — Identified with His Death and Resurrection

F F/IA Gm c’

 S—
1.Cru - ci - fied with Christ my Sav - ior, To the world and  self and

-
in: In His fel - low - ship of suf - fring, To His death con-formed to
12 c F’ Bb F/IA Bb F/C c’
o) p— | pr—
2 = T T f 3
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me, Help me, Lord, to go with  Thee, All the way to Cal-va - ry.

2. Tis not hard to die with Christ
When His risen life we know;
"Tis not hard to share His suff'rings
When our hearts with joy o’erflow.
In His resurrection power
He has come to dwell in me,
And my heart is gladly going

All the way to Calvary.

3. If we die we'll live with Christ,
If we suffer we shall reign;
Only thus the prize of glory
Can the conqueror attain.
Oh, how sweet, on that glad morning
Should the Master say to thee,
“Yes, my child, thou didst go with me
All the way to Calvary.”
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Week Eleven

Stars, the Man-child, the Firstfruits,
the Harvest, and Jasper
and Other Precious Stones
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#ak: 109 Hymns: 124

B B—20, =1, +=1~11, +tmW1~5,

Scripture Reading: Rev. 1:20; 2:1; 12:1-11; 14:1-5; 21:9-11, 18-21

——9~1M1, 18~21

B1:20 WERHELEREFHFNLE, RENENEWER, HLE Rev. 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and the seven golden
REEMENESX, THegst M E2, lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.
B 2:1 RESEAEURFNELHNESE, i, BEFFEELE, & Rev.2:1 To the messenger of the church in Ephesus write: These things says He who holds the seven
EARITEFAT AR, KR, stars in His right hand, He who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:
Bl12:1  RERAMARZE, A MEASKEL, WHAR, L&+ Rev.12:1 And a great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon underneath
EHHE R, her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars;
B12:2  WIRT F, AR, KREE, R, Rev. 12:2 And she was with child, and she cried out, travailing in birth and being in pain to bring forth.
B12:3  REABA-ANREE, FH, A—45ALk, FELTA, £ Rev. 12:3 And another sign was seen in heaven; and behold, there was a great red dragon, having seven
StEELEAAE. heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.
B12:4 TCHWEBHRUERLERW=4Z—, BEHL; LHEARE Rev. 12:4 And his tail drags away the third part of the stars of heaven, and he cast them to the earth. And
EFEWAANTR, SHAEFZE, EREGHNEZT. the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bring forth, so that when she brings
forth he might devour her child.
B12:5 WAAET—ANERT, REXERGMNECTHTEN,; MO TH Rev. 12:5 And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron rod;
RE MMM EERELT . and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.
B12:6  WEARRETEH, EMEAHLSBTENNT, EHETER* Rev. 12:6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place there prepared by God so that
BFE-TZEB~TR. they might nourish her there a thousand two hundred and sixty days.
B12:7  RERT#E, X@ShtnEESLeR, AREAELL Rev. 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels went to war with the dragon. And the
1, dragon warred and his angels.
B 12:8  FEEERE, REBLAEMIIKHT. Rev. 12:8 And they did not prevail, neither was their place found any longer in heaven.
B12:9  AEBREETE, vEFEN, £MER, TU#HE, 2RRLE Rev. 12:9 And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is called the Devil and Satan,
ATH, CHEEHL, vHEEL—RHEET £, he who deceives the whole inhabited earth; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
down with him.
B12:10 BAARELAAEFR, RIN#wRE, 7. HE. FEg Rev. 12:10And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now has come the salvation and the power and the

W, AERXET, BARERNHEHNERESERNF L
eEE%, CAHETET.

“OAREFEARNAEEFEEIIILSE 11 ANE—F 1R

kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers has been
cast down, who accuses them before our God day and night.
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B12:11 FHAEdf, REEFMm, HEEDHIENE, BI1RE Rev. 12:11And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their
T, WA ZECHRES. testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death.

B4l BIANE, FF, 2GR UL, ARLAETOATTA, Rev. 14:1 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty-
FLIAEEMN G, RS, four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

Bl4:2  BRITANRLAEE, GRAKAFES, IGATHFE, FHER Rev. 14:2 And I heard a voice out of heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud
BTt e, FHREEMAENER. thunder; and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harp-singers playing on their harps.

B14:3  RAVEZEER, AEEBFWAAKENERT BT A LI Rev. 14:3 And they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders;
WA 7 W AL, R AR X and no one could learn the song except the hundred and forty-four thousand, who have been

purchased from the earth.

Bl4:4 RUAREEHLE-—RZENG, WIERES. 2¥ LA Rev. 14:4 These are they who have not been defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are they who
WE L, HATHREN. B2 AAE LR, FHRMETH follow the Lamb wherever He may go. These were purchased from among men as firstfruits to
Gtk E, God and to the Lamb.

B 14:5  ERN0ERTAERT, MOEEXAERSN. Rev. 14:5 And in their mouth no lie was found; they are without blemish.

B21.9 2FEAN4Wm, BHEAEERNELRES, F—LENKRK, Rev. 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
ik, RELH A, RAZEWNE, B4NE. spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.

B21:10 RERE, REHFRE —EmANL, BHaeHENKTES Rev. 21:10And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city,
XA E AL RE Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

B 21:11 fﬁk PHMNEE BOAECARTNES, #E2E, Bk Rev. 21:11Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal.

B 21:18 ERAZEEWN, MELLW, WEAENHE, Rev. 21:18And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.

B 21:19 iﬁkiié/ﬁ&}iz}ﬂ AMETHERN. F—REZZE, F_RUT Rev. 21:19The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: the first
B, FoREN, FNEREH, foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;

E21:20 BHERAELHE, EARAER, BLEEEE, 8 \EALE, Rev. 21:20The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz;
ENEEE, E+ELEE, 2 + REEY, ST _RES. the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.

B21:21 +ZARTZH2 %, §—MNISEE—H2HEN, HAW Rev. 21:21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was, respectively, of one pearl.

e, FHEEANIHAE.
[(A—]

T hEBAEREGEIE, BN ERE LY L
£ PR ifskeyE L iE—B — 20:

& And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

§ Day 1

During the time of the degradation of the church, the faithful
believers are the shining stars, bearing the living testimony
of Jesus—Rev. 1:20:

A.The heavenly Christ is the Star that comes forth out of Jacob and the
morning star as a reward to the overcoming believers—Num. 24:17; Rev.
2:28;22:16-17.

B. Christ's faithful followers are shining and living stars, those who follow
Christ as the shining and living star—Matt. 2:2-12; Micah 5:2; Dan. 12:3;
Rev. 1:20.

C. The living stars follow the heavenly, living, up-to-date, and instant vision

— BROAFRNREE M) 2, LRLFRE
HZ TG R E—R =117, j& =28,
16 ~17,

Z BRERMABRHE S RREGREL, AL
BREABEXEAAZEZHA—KZ2~12, %
#2, f2a+=3, 52— 20,

ZREFEEIREAETIE K,
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of Christ as the centrality and universality of God's economy—Acts
26:16-18.

D.The living stars are those who bless God and bless God's people; the
more we praise the Lord for God's people and speak well of them in
faith, the more we put ourselves under God's blessing; those who speak
positively concerning the church receive the blessing, but those who
speak negatively put themselves under a curse—Num. 24:9; Eph. 1:3; Psa.
71:14; 103:1-5; 142:7; Gen. 12:2-3; Matt. 12:34-37.

E. The living stars take heed to the prophetic word of the Scriptures, "as to a
lamp shining in a dark place,” so that Christ as the morning star may rise
in their hearts—2 Pet. 1:19; John 6:63; Rev. 2:28.

F. The living stars enjoy and are filled with the sevenfold intensified Spirit to
make them intensely living and shining for God's building—3:1; 4:5; 5:6.

G.The living stars are the messengers of the churches, those who have
an ear to hear what the Spirit says to the churches; they enjoy and
experience the pneumatic Christ as the Messenger of God and as the fresh
message from God so that they can dispense the fresh and present Christ
into the people of God for the testimony of Jesus—1:20—2:1; Mal. 2:7;
3:1-3.

H.The living stars have "great resolutions in heart" and "great searchings of
heart"; they are lovers of God who are like "the stars" in "their courses"
to fight together with God against His enemy so that they may be "like the
sun when it rises in its might"—Judg. 5:15-16, 20, 31; Dan. 11:32; Matt.
13:43; cf. Dan. 7:25.

§ Day 2

. The "wandering stars” are those who are not solidly fixed in the
unchanging truths of the heavenly revelation but are wandering about
among God's starlike people; in order to be stable stars for God's
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testimony, we must beware of the seven kinds of people who are a
damage to the church—Jude 12-13, 19; cf. 1 Cor. 3:17:

1. Ammon was happy when God's sanctuary (typifying the incarnated Christ
tabernacling on earth as God's dwelling place—John 1:14) was desecrated,
when the good land (signifying Christ with all His riches and grace given
to God's people—Col. 1:12) was desolated, and when the house of Judah
(signifying the church—Heb. 3:6) went off into exile; the Ammonites signify
those who hate Christ, the grace of God, and the church—Ezek. 25:3.

2.The Moabites were happy to see that the house of Judah was no longer
separated from the nations; thus, they signify those who desire to bring the
church into an association with the world and to make the church the same
as the nations—v. 8; Rev. 2:12.

3. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob, and thus
the cousins of the sons of Israel (Gen. 36:1); Edom signifies the unregenerated
old man, and Israel signifies the regenerated new man (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 6:16;
Phil. 3:3); Edom was full of hatred toward Israel, continually seeking revenge
and vengeance—Ezek. 25:12.

4. The Philistines lived very close to the good land and even mingled with the
Israelites; they typify the natural man of the religious people; the "Edomites”
and the "Philistines" cause the most damage to the church life—v. 15; 1 Cor.
3:12,16-17.

5. Tyre typifies those who are seeking worldly wealth and do not care for God's
interests—Ezek. 26:2; 28:12-15; cf. 1 Kings 7:13-14.

6. Sidon was a pricking briar and a painful thorn to the house of Israel; Tyre and
Sidon are considered a pair, indicating that if the believers love the world
and care for worldly riches, they will become briars and thorns that damage
the church life, frustrating the growth of life in the church as God's cultivated
land—Ezek. 28:21, 24; Matt. 13:22; 1 Cor. 3:9; cf. Rev. 18:13.

7. Egypt was a nation that depended not on God but on its own resources; the
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REEHMIIA - T HRANEE » KEH Egyptians represent persons who, independent of God, exercise their natural

CRANFHEUE M FE - o nl AR wisdom to develop their natural resources to be rich in supply and to be a
522 ~9> ZHIU1 ~9- source of supply for others—Ezek. 29:2-9; cf. Exo. 4:1-9.
(A= § Day 3

N BHTARIEGEABAME, UKL dg# 1L The man-child signifies the overcomers who cooperate
#H, FI#ANEENFEE— T =1~ with Christ to fight against His enemy and to usher in God's

11: kingdom—Rev. 12:1-11:
— KMBAFHT%, HTRAWEINEZEHHOAL, 45+ A The way to become the man-child is for us to be strengthened into the
BEMRD, VBEHEABNEE, FEEHEREFY inner man, to be empowered to experience the riches of Christ, and to be
%, FRAVGER, A ARRG—hH =16, 18, strong through putting on the armor of God by pray-reading the Kkilling
~10~11, 17~18, B—16, T/ 13~15, word—Eph. 3:16, 18; 6:10-11, 17-18; Rev. 1:16; 19:13-15.

Z “Hampidt, RREFSA, FEATH  B."They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of
WiEtgiE, MR ET R, LA Z T HRAE the word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto
@’ —+ =11 death"—12:11:

I Ml LFERERENID - PR A VISR 5 — T 1. "The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin"—1 John 1:7.
2 HOAWIERYE » S A BRI ESEEGEELN 2. The word of our testimony is the proclamation and declaration of the divine

HZES RT3 T > #5013 - facts of the victory of Christ to others—1 Cor. 12:3b; 2 Cor. 4:13.

3 EETE  ABECHH S SRERITHEET 3. Not loving our soul-life even unto death means that we choose to love the
FhS o — AR CmE—E— 17 18 F Lord supremely and not live by our self in any way—Col. 1:17, 18b.

[AM] § Day 4
= Rk S5SFERNARTR—, A¥E LA C Abigail typifies the church that is one with the warring Christ to fight for

M E SR Ea—K T =3, # =7 42: God's kingdom in the midst of sufferings—Matt. 12:3; 1 Sam. 25:42:

| WEEZderify sk » &£/0 (B &) » (811G 1. Abigail's previous husband, Nabal (meaning "fool"), shows how evil our old
o WAINEAERLRENE LES IS £ man is in forsaking Christ; Nabal despised, rejected, and opposed David at the
JERBEEZE - S~ 548~ H R —10 ~ time of his destitution—vv. 10-11, 25; cf. Prov. 1:7; 13:20.

11257 Z—T7+=20-
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2.When our corrupted nature, which forsakes, rejects, and despises Christ, is
struck down, we become Christ's counterpart who follows Him in the midst
of sufferings, fighting for the kingdom of God—1 Sam. 25:36-42; Rev. 1:9.

D.Gideon and his three hundred men signify a blended group of overcomers
who fight together with Christ to bring in His kingdom—Judg. 6:1-6, 11-
35; 7:1-8, 19-25:

1. They were willing to sacrifice in order to be used by God to fulfill God's word
and carry out His economy—vv. 1-8; 8:4.

2. They fought the battle and labored, yet the whole congregation chased the
enemy and reaped the harvest, signifying that when we overcome, the whole
Body is revived—7:22—8:4; Col. 1:24; Psa. 128:5.

§ Day 5

III. The early overcomers are the first-ripe ones in God's field,
reaped before the harvest as firstfruits to God and to the
Lamb—Rev. 14:1-5:

A.The rapture is not mainly for our enjoyment but for God's enjoyment;
we need to make ourselves ready to be raptured not for our
happiness but for the fulfillment of God's purpose—12:5, 7-11; 14:1,
4b; 19:7.

B. The meaning of rapture is to be taken into the Lord's presence; in order to
be taken into the Lord's presence, we must be in His presence today and
learn to have nearness and dearness in our contact with the Lord, having
a heart that loves and treasures the Lord for His purpose—2 Cor. 2:10;
4:6-7; 1 ]John 1:3.

C. The rapture of the overcomers is for defeating the enemy and satisfying God:

1.God has a need for us to be raptured, to be caught up to Him and to His
throne, so that we may fight against the enemy—Rev. 12:5, 7-11.
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2.The Lord needs the man-child to fight against His enemy, but for His
satisfaction He needs the firstfruits even more—14:1, 4b; cf. S. S. 8:6,
13-14.

3. The firstfruits are the earliest ones among God's crop to reach maturity—Col.
2:19; Heb. 5:14—6:1; Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15; cf. Luke 21:36.

4. The firstfruits are raptured to the house of God in Zion as the fresh enjoyment
to God for His satisfaction—Exo. 23:19a; Lev. 23:10; cf. Rom. 8:23.

D.Our being raptured depends on our being mature in the divine life by our
walking with God—taking Him as our center and everything and doing
everything according to His revelation and leading—Gen. 5:22-24; Heb.
11:5-6.

E. The harvest, which signifies the majority of the believers, will be ripe later
than the firstfruits; the harvest will be reaped by Christ as the Reaper

toward the end of the great tribulation at His coming back sitting on a
white cloud—Rev. 14:14-16.

§ Day 6

IV. The overcoming believers are signified by jasper and other
precious stones—21:9-11, 18-21:

A.Jasper signifies the appearance of God shining with the glory of God as
the light of the New Jerusalem for the expression of God—4:3; 21:11,
18-109.

B.The other precious stones signify the riches of the beauty of Christ in
different aspects for the foundation of God's eternal dwelling—vv. 19-21.

C. By the judging Spirit, the burning Spirit, and the flowing Spirit—the Lord
Spirit—we are being transformed by the experiences of the riches of

Christ as the God of resurrection gained through sufferings, consuming
pressures, and the killing work of the cross—Isa. 4:4; 11:2; John 4:14b; 2
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T IR, KMNESEKMNG%5E, F£%L  D.Through the process of transformation, we boast in our weaknesses
BISR TS0, /R BRI R k& and boast in Christ Jesus so that the power of Christ as grace might

f—12%, +—30~33, +=7~9, 43, tabernacle over us—v. 12; 11:30-33; 12:7-9; Rom. 5:3; 1 Cor. 1:29-31;
WAT— 29 ~ 31, HE= 3, Phil. 3:3.

FIVEE LA BERXELE, AW Xé’]i #KK,  E.Byour growth in the divine life in Christ as the living stone, we are being
TIAHZEA; MAERXTHGIAE, = —Avstsilr transformed into precious stones; through the process of transformation,

é' :?Ml] 2q, AE5RMNMEE—L, FHEREY the Triune God is being wrought into and structured together with us to

HAAAEARY, REBERRMERE LA L oA A the praise of the glory of His grace with which He graced us in the Beloved
9“57 ;?Ml] B, AR RATRA IR IA, A ﬁfux for us to become the New Jerusalem as the conclusion of the entire Bible
ZANPE 7‘?%7’7”‘*&/\?'&36’3%&:%—4& Al — and the good news to the entire universe—1 Pet. 2:4; 1 Cor. 3:12a; Eph.
WA= 12 L, H—6, B=—18~21, 1:6; Rev. 21:18-21.
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WEEK 11 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My
right hand and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the
messengers of the seven churches...

2 Pet. 1:19 And we have the prophetic word made more firm, to which
you do well to give heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

In the book of Revelation stars are the shining ones in the churches...
"The seven stars are the messengers of the seven churches” [1:20]. These
messengers are the spiritual ones in the churches. They may not be
responsible for the affairs of the church, but they are responsible for bearing
the testimony of Jesus [vv. 2, 9]. As stars, they should be of the heavenly
nature and in a heavenly position.

The stars may or may not be elders. It is certain that they are the faithful
ones, the genuinely spiritual ones, the overcoming ones among the saints in
the church. In the sight of God such ones are shining stars. All believers should
aspire to be stars. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1221-1222)

Today's Reading

In the Bible we see how we may not only follow the star but even become
one of the stars. There are two ways: first, by the Bible, and second, by the
Spirit.

Second Peter 1:19 gives us the first secret...We have the prophetic word,
the Bible. However, the prophetic word is not the star...This verse says that
since we have the prophetic word, we need to give heed to it, we need to
pay full attention to it, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our
hearts. The Bible should not simply be words in black and white; it should not
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be dead letters. We should give heed to the words of the Bible until something
as phosphorous rises within us—that is, Christ as the morning star.

If we deal with the Word livingly and properly, it surely will turn into
the living Christ. This is the turning point—the Word needs to be turned
into Christ; the written word needs to be turned into the living word. We
can never separate Christ from the living word. We should give heed to the
prophetic word until it rises within us as Christ, as the phosphorous, as the
day breaking through the darkness.

In 2 Peter we have the prophetic word, but in Revelation we have the seven
Spirits. Revelation 3:1 says, “These things says He who has the seven Spirits
of God and the seven stars.” The hand of Jesus holds not only the seven stars
but also the seven Spirits. This means that the seven Spirits are one with the
seven stars, and the seven stars are one with the seven Spirits. If we have the
living word as the morning star rising within us and we are one with the seven
Spirits, eventually we will become the stars. We not only have the star shining
within us, but by looking to the star and following in the Spirit, we become the
stars. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, “New Testament Service,” pp. 287-289)

Balaam was hired by Balak to curse the children of Israel. But instead
of cursing God’s people, Balaam blessed them. Speaking on behalf of
God, Balaam said, “He has not beheld iniquity in Jacob, / Nor has He seen
trouble in Israel” (Num. 23:21). Furthermore, in Numbers 24:5 Balaam
said, “How fair are your tents, O Jacob, / Your tabernacles, O Israel!”
According to these verses, God did not see iniquity or trouble in Israel.
Instead, He saw only goodness, fairness, and beauty. The same is true
regarding the church today.

Do not say that the church is low or dead. The more you say this, the more
you put yourself under a curse. However, if you praise the Lord for the church
life and speak well concerning it, you will put yourself under God’s blessing...
Those who speak positively about the church, declaring that the church is lovely
and that it is God’s house, receive the blessing. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 78-79)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, “New Testament Service,” ch. 6;
Life-study of Exodus, msg. 7
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WEEK 11 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 3:12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, grass, stubble.

16-17 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone destroys the temple of God, God
will destroy him; for the temple of God is holy, and such are you.

A proper star has a certain position and fixed orbit. It continues in its
course steadfastly. However, there are some stars with no fixed position
or orbit; they are wandering stars...If you follow them, you will be misled;
eventually, you will not know where to go...They have no ground; they have
no standing; they have no certain way to go on with the Lord. Today they say
one thing, and tomorrow they will say something different...We need to be
careful. We cannot find Jesus by following a wandering star. (CWWL, 1970,
vol. 1, “New Testament Service,” p. 292)

Today's Reading

Ezekiel 25—32 speaks of seven nations that surrounded the nation of
Israel...These seven nations are divided into three groups. The first four
nations—Ammon, Moab, Edom, and Philistia—form the first group; Tyre and
Sidon make up the second group; and Egypt stands alone.

The Ammonites...were happy about three things: the sanctuary being
desecrated, the good land being desolated, and the house of Judah being
carried away. This indicates that they hated the sanctuary, the Holy Land, and
the house of Judah. According to typology...the sanctuary signifies Christ, the
good land signifies all of God’s rich grace in Christ, and the house of Judah
signifies the church. Today’s Ammonites hate these three things. They hate
Christ, they hate the grace of God in Christ, and they hate the church.
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The Moabites said, “Look, the house of Judah is just like all the other
nations!” (25:8)...Thus, they signify those who desire to bring the church into
an association with the world and to make the church the same as the nations.

Edom was the son of Esau, the brother of Jacob. Therefore, Edom and the
sons of Israel were cousins. Edom signifies the old man; he signifies us as
the old man. Our unregenerated old man is Edom, and our regenerated new
man is Israel. We may say that, in a sense, our old man and our new man are
“cousins,” for they are quite close to each other.

According to the record of Ezekiel, Edom was full of hatred toward Israel,
continually seeking revenge and vengeance. This is the way we are in our old man.
Our old man hates the church...Have you not discovered that you are two men? On
the one hand, you are a real Israelite loving the church; on the other hand, you are
also a real Edomite, hating the church. Sometimes you love the church and all the
leading ones, but at other times you hate the church and all the elders.

Tyre typifies those who are seeking worldly wealth, those who desire to
make a great deal of money and to be rich. They will sacrifice everything
related to the Lord for the sake of their business. They do not care for the
Lord’s interest but care only for their wealth, riches, and business.

[These] seven kinds of people...can damage the church life. Some are
against the church, hating Christ, God'’s salvation, and God’s grace. These are
the “Ammonites.” Others creep into the church and try to bring the church
into association with the world and to make the church the same as the
world. These are the “Moabites.” Then there are the “Edomites,” the old man,
and the “Philistines,” the natural man. The “Tyrians” seek the riches of the
world, and the “Sidonians” become briers and thorns to the church due to the
seeking of riches. Finally, there are the “Egyptians,” those who, independent
of God, seek worldly riches by developing their own resources to be rich in
supply and to be a source of supply for others. These are the different people
who can be a damage to the church life. We all need to be on the alert that
none of us would become these kinds of persons. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp.
164-168, 170)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ezekiel, msgs. 15—16
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WEEK 11 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 12:5 And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd
all the nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to
His throne.

11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of
the word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death.

Another symbol of the believers is that of the man-child (Rev. 12:5)
brought forth by the universal, bright woman. Throughout all generations
there have been some stronger ones among God’s people. In the Bible these
are considered a collective unit—the man-child—fighting the battle for God
and bringing God’s kingdom down to earth. In the Bible the woman signifies
the weaker one and the man the stronger one (1 Pet. 3:7). Hence, the man-
child in Revelation 12:5 signifies the stronger part of God’s people. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1223-1224)

Today's Reading

The key to becoming the stronger part within the woman is being
strengthened into our inner man [Eph. 3:16], [which is our regenerated spirit
indwelt by the Holy Spirit]. In verse 18 Paul continues to pray that we would
“be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length
and height and depth are.” We must be empowered to know the dimensions
of the riches of our Christ. In order to be the man-child, we must be not only
strengthened into our inner man but also nourished with all the riches of Christ.

The way to become the stronger part within the woman is to be
strengthened into our inner man, to be empowered to experience the riches
of Christ, and to be strong through putting on the all-inclusive Christ as our
armor [vv. 16, 18; 6:10-11].

The way to fight is to take the word of God by means of all prayer...The
most effective way to war against the enemy is to pray-read the Word, and
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the best portion of the Word to pray-read is the book of Ephesians...Instead
of trying to understand the book of Ephesians, you should pray-read it, even
covering the whole book in two weeks. If you do this, you will be able to
testify that you are becoming the stronger part within the woman.

The word in Ephesians 6 is a sword...This sword does not kill you—
it slays the enemy and all the negative things within you. If we would fight
against the rulers and authorities in the heavenlies, we must first kill all the
“bugs” within us.

The brothers who constitute the man-child fight Satan and eventually
overcome him. They overcome Satan by three things: by the blood of the Lamb,
by the word of their testimony, and by loving not their soul-life even unto death.

The blood of the Lamb, which is for our redemption, answers before God
all the accusations of the devil against us and gives us the victory over him.
We need to apply this blood whenever we sense the accusation of the devil.

They also overcame the enemy by “the word of their testimony” [Rev.
12:11]. This is their word testifying that the devil has been judged by the Lord.
Whenever we sense the devil’s accusation, we should verbally testify how the
Lord has already dealt with him. We must declare the Lord’s victory over him
with the uttered word...You need to preach to Satan, saying, “Satan, don’t you
know that you have been crucified on the cross? You have been judged, and
your destination is the lake of fire.” This is the testimony of your verbal word.

The brothers also overcame the enemy by not loving their soul-life.
Because of Adam’s fall, Satan has joined himself to man'’s soul-life, man’s self
(Matt. 16:23-24). Hence, to overcome him we must not love our soul-life but
rather hate it and deny it (Luke 14:26; 9:23). The overcoming believers who
constitute the man-child do not love their soul-life even unto death. Those
who do not love their soul-life are willing to be martyred. We must hate our
self. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 499-501, 407, 409-412)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msgs. 29—30, 35—36, 45—
46, 48
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WEEK 11 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:9 I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and
kingdom and endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Col. 1:24 I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my
part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His
Body, which is the church.

The New Testament...clearly reveals that David typifies Christ (Matt.
12:3). Hence, David’s wife is a type of the church. David had at least three
wives...Only Abigail (1 Sam. 25:42) possesses a feature typifying the church.
David typifies the warring Christ in the midst of sufferings; thus, his wife
Abigail typifies the warring church in the midst of sufferings. From 1 Samuel
25 onward, Abigail was always at the side of David the warrior and followed
him in his wars...Abigail’s previous husband shows how evil our old man
is in forsaking Christ. Abigail’s previous husband was Nabal, which means
“fool” (25:25). Nabal despised, rejected, and opposed David at the time
of his destitution (vv. 10-11). This typifies that our nature rejects Christ,
despises Christ, and opposes Christ. One day, however, Nabal was struck
down, and he died. This provided Abigail the opportunity to become David’s
wife. This indicates that when our corrupted nature, which forsook Christ,
rejected Christ, and despised Christ, was struck down, we became Christ’s
counterpart who follows Him in the midst of sufferings, fighting for the
kingdom of God. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “Three Aspects of the Church, Book 1:
The Meaning of the Church,” p. 109)

Today's Reading

Gideon, a marvelous judge who was called by Jehovah in a very particular
way, was successful because of four things. First, he listened carefully to the
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word of God, something that was rare among the children of Israel at that
time. Second, Gideon obeyed God’s word and acted on it. Third, he tore down
the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah (Judg. 6:25-28). This touched
God’s heart...God as the genuine Husband regarded all the idols as men with
whom His wife Israel had committed harlotry. Fourth, by tearing down the
altar of Baal and cutting down the Asherah that belonged to his father, Gideon
sacrificed his relationship with his father and his enjoyment of society.

The selection of the three hundred [7:2-7]...stresses the sacrifice of our
personal interests and enjoyment for God’s purpose. When Gideon blew the
trumpet to call the people to fight against the Midianites, thirty-two thousand
responded. God said that those who were with Gideon were too many for God
to deliver Midian into their hand, for Israel might have vaunted himself against
God, saying, “My own hand has saved me” (v. 2). By telling Gideon that he
had too many people, God was indicating that He would fight for them. First,
twenty-two thousand went home because they were afraid (v. 3). Then Jehovah
tested the remaining ten thousand by bringing them to the water to drink.
Those who...lapped as a dog laps were sent home (v. 5). Only the three hundred
who lapped the water into their mouths with their hands were chosen by God
for the battle against Midian (v. 6)...Like Gideon, these three hundred were
willing to sacrifice in order to be used by God (Life-study of Judges, pp. 23-24).

Gideon and those three hundred men moved together and acted in one
accord. All of their flesh was cut off, so they could be one. This is the oneness
in the Spirit and a living in the Body. The record in the New Testament is a
record of meetings rather than a record of working.

The three hundred men fought the battle, yet the whole congregation
chased the enemy...When we overcome, the whole body is revived. To stand
at the bottom of the river is not for ourselves, but for the whole body. “I...fill
up on my part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for
His Body, which is the church” (Col. 1:24). (CWWN, vol. 11, p. 774)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 11, pp. 771-775; Life-study of Judges, msgs.
4—75

2026 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 11 - Page 8



%+ —FwfE A

= \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

Btw1 “KXME, AR, EFsLEHZL
L+, ARt T F O F A, S EEE E G G,
ﬁ‘j;ﬂhié{]go ”

4 “RXILAN--RETH, EFALLENRE L,
AT AR IR AL, AEAT) AR ATE] K R 6, A A0 3449
AT EAv A £ 5. 7

(ER X tTHE—FAEy, ) x&ZTHE
TR, B ERBR LW IKE, fEmBIR
FlESmfnEE, - ERERBEHKE . XA,
MBANRTEEERE R UL EHEREFERZ L, IE
WEHW AR T EAEEFRK AR LW WRE, H#H
R M EE (F=2=10~11, H==19) .

FRTEE—VHRFRTWEKE, MHRN
ATREASURT EHENFEE CHFALRE LM,
— LT

[EREE

WA LARR? HEERERERNEZWEE R,
HERREMGEAER, S RABZEEMAEEE,
MIF LB EM R BARLZAEZNE AT, 7 aER
EREMECHER. AR EEZWEAEE, 1=
RN EFMORE, YREAXER, TS,
“ETEREAE, 7

FRTRANESWESFEIHRME; Bk, F#&
FRMMME . WRNRTTEAFTFR, T2AF
MM FRHE. MUEFFEFTYL RNXLESL
WRKEEEENRORT, HAMNERZXNFTE.

ZOARFRA¥FEINSF-F1ILIARMES-59 11

WEEK 11 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 14:1 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him a hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the
name of His Father written on their foreheads.

These are they who...are virgins. These are they who follow the Lamb
wherever He may go. These were purchased from among men as firstfruits
to God and to the Lamb.

These...early overcomers [in Revelation 14:1 and 4]...will be reaped
before the harvest as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb...The harvest will be
reaped later. This means that the first-fruits will be raptured to the heavens
before the harvest, just as the firstfruits of the good land were reaped and
brought into the temple of God before the harvest (Lev. 23:10-11; Exo.
23:19).

Whereas the man-child refers to the dead overcomers throughout all the
dispensations, the firstfruits refers to the living overcomers at the end of this
age. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1226)

Today's Reading

What is the meaning of rapture? It is to be taken into the Lord’s presence.
If you would be taken into His presence, you must be in His presence today.
Much of your praising and fellowshipping may not be in His presence but
may simply be according to your own choice. You are not in the presence of
the Lord but in your preference and taste. When you desire to fellowship, the
Lord may say, “Go to work or study.”

The man-child is for fighting and defeating Satan. Hence, the man-child
deals with the enemy. The firstfruits are not for fighting; they are for the
satisfaction of God and the Lamb. God and the Lamb need enjoyment. We, the
living overcomers, will be the firstfruits to satisfy Their need for enjoyment.
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You must...spend your time in loving the Lord, saying, “Lord, I enjoy
looking at You and talking to You. Lord, I want to satisfy You, to be one with
You, and to stay in Your presence.” Learn to spend time loving the Lord Jesus
in an intimate way. If you have never had such a time, you are short. It is not
adequate merely to be sinless. It is not sufficient simply to be good or right.
We must be in love with the Lord. Although I do not like the term in love, I
am forced to use it. We all need to fall in love with the Lord Jesus, telling Him,
“0 Lord Jesus, I love You, and You know that I love You. Because I love You,
Lord, there are certain things that [ will not do.” This is the way to be a living
overcomer. Although the Lord certainly needs the man-child to fight against His
enemy, He needs the firstfruits, His lovers, even more to be His satisfaction.

We should be not only fighters but also firstfruits, those who ripen
earlier for the Lord’s satisfaction. We need to say, “Lord, for the sake of Your
satisfaction, I want to ripen early. Lord, I don’t care for my rapture—I care
for Your satisfaction. [ want to be taken to the heavens to satisfy You. Lord, as
long as I can satisfy You, it makes no difference to me whether I am on earth
or in heaven.” This is the attitude of the living overcomers. (Life-study of
Revelation, pp. 330-331, 516-518)

The case of Enoch, the first mention of the rapture, establishes the
principle of the rapture...It is to be matured in life by walking with God.
Enoch walked with God for three hundred years, and God took him away (Gen.
5:22-24).

Do you expect to be raptured? If you do, you need to walk with God. We
should not only call upon the name of the Lord but should also walk with
God. The calling must be followed by the walking. To walk with God is not
to override God, not to be presumptuous, not to do things according to our
own concept and desire, nor is it to do anything without God. To walk with
God is to take Him as our center and everything, to do things according to His
revelation and leading, and to do everything with Him. It is not only to live
for God and to do things for God but to live and to do things according to God
and with God. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 350)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 26
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WEEK 11 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone...

21:11 ...Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as
clear as crystal.

18-19 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure
gold...The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every
precious stone: the first foundation was jasper...

Now we come to the last, consummating, and most striking symbol of
the believers in the New Testament—jasper and other precious stones...
Eventually all believers will be transformed into precious stones. By nature we
are clay. But from the time we were regenerated, we began to be transformed.

Jasper signifies the appearance of God shining with the glory of God
as the light of the New Jerusalem for the expression of God. In Revelation
4:3 we are clearly told that God sitting on the throne has the appearance
of jasper which, according to 21:11, is “a most precious stone...clear as
crystal.” Its color must be dark green, which signifies life in its richness.
Jasper here, as 21:11 indicates, signifies God’s communicable glory in His
rich life (John 17:22, 2). It is the appearance of God, which will also be the
appearance of the New Jerusalem. The city’s wall and first foundation are
built with it (Rev. 21:18-19). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
1231)

Today's Reading

Since jasper is God’s appearance, His expression, and since we shall
be transformed into jasper, this means that we shall be the corporate
expression of the Triune God...The entire city will bear God’s appearance,
God’s expression. This corresponds to the word in 1 John 3:2: “We know that

2026 June Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 11 - Page 11
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if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see Him even as He
is.” God and the believers will have the same appearance—the appearance
of jasper. This will be the ultimate fulfillment of Genesis 1:26, for this will be
the splendid, corporate expression of the Triune God.

In Revelation 21:19 and 20 the believers are symbolized by eleven other
precious stones in addition to jasper [that] signify the riches of the beauty of
Christ in different aspects for the foundation of God’s eternal dwelling. Christ
is the foundation stone of God’s building in eternity, and all the precious
stones are different aspects of the riches of Christ as the foundation.

The colors of the precious stones in 21:19 and 20 give the appearance
of a rainbow. This signifies that the city of New Jerusalem is built upon and
secured by God'’s faithfulness in keeping His covenant (Gen. 9:8-17). Because
the foundation is built upon the faithfulness with which God keeps His
covenant, it is trustworthy and reliable. Therefore, the foundation of the New
Jerusalem will be an eternal rainbow guaranteeing the faithfulness of God...
The faithfulness of God is the sure foundation upon which the New Jerusalem
is built. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1231-1232)

[Revelation 21:19-20 lists] the names of twelve precious stones, which are
the twelve apostles of the Lamb, each of whom is signified by a precious stone.
Peter, the first of the twelve apostles, was originally named Simon. When
Simon was brought to the Lord, the Lord changed his name to Peter, meaning
“a stone” (John 1:42). Later, the Lord called him by that name when He spoke
concerning the building of His church (Matt. 16:18)...All the apostles were
created as clay, but they were regenerated and transformed into precious
stones for God’s eternal building. Every believer needs to be thus regenerated
and transformed that he may be a part of the New Jerusalem.

The first layer of the wall’s foundation, as well as the entire wall of the
New Jerusalem, is built with jasper. This indicates that the main material in
the building of the holy city is jasper. Since jasper signifies God expressed in
His transmittable glory, the main function of the holy city is to express God in
bearing His glory (Rev. 21:11). (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 694-695)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 113
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F1+—BiFI WEEK 11 — HYMN

109 E£E — B Praise Him! praise Him! Christ is Victor
878787 (124) Praise of the Lord — His Victory 1924
B% B jﬁﬁ‘] 4/4 "l Bb Bb/D Eb Bb/D F Bb
BP . B.|°7 L. E° B® . F7 B® g:'bp = = L = e r E= =!
5 3 1 5 | 3. Z 5 | 6 6 5 1 | 5 4 3 — | 1. lgll:aise Him! praise Him!  Christ is cjlic - tor! He has wonl’ the vi;: - to - ry!
5.4 m Q Gm ) Gm/B| —_— C‘ F
. s K 4H B ZH b & . | 4§ —w ¢ |a—J ]
Z‘Iﬁf‘ %‘ DZ‘F % % = /fﬂ: Hi! % % % = EA /fﬂ: qu! @ Sin 1-s judlged, old A - dz;m Iﬁ - nished, Flull re - demp - tion now we see!
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5 3 1 5(|8-2 1 7|17671]|7 6 5—| Ee—gp 7 E=S===°= |
Van - quishedall the e - vilpow - ers Thru the Cross tri - um - phant - ly!
BE I VE & B TEE I = | . . . .
gf =&\ IBEI A (E . c*f WK 2 FE; - BEE' 2. Praise Him! Christ is resurrected!
2.2 7 5|3-2 1 6|4 3 2 1|1 7 1—| God hath raised Him from the dead!
D ’ ]
OB RO R, B E LR WS All the pow’r of death is §Wallowed,
Man from death to life is led!
= MR BEREBEE! BB C E A Broken through are hell and darkness
A K BE T Wi 5k AL BE, i A H BE A AR And His pow’r exhibited!

OB R AR R R, S H B A K e

3. Praise Him! Christ hath now ascended!

= PR WL TH 2 LB O R TR God hath raised Him to the throne!
VR B 1895 2 e 2 ) Far above all rule and power,
UK R, % OLECTE I 3 He the highest Name doth own!

All authority receiving
Till His foe is overthrown!

4. Hallelujah, Christ the Victor
Triumphed on Mt. Calvary!
Hallelujah, resurrected,
He displays His victory!
Hallelujah, now ascended,
He shall reign eternally!
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%+ Week Twelve

FER . #4289 AR 3 The Bridegroom, the Maturity of the Bride,
VA RAE 8%, AT 89 T30 and Being a Warrior to Defeat God’s Enemy

#Fdk: 140 Hymns: 170
®B /=29 L, K15, k=1, BTAT Scripture Reading: John 3:29a; Matt. 9:15; Heb. 6:1; Rev. 19:7
#3:29 BHEW, RAEFE; FHNARSEETH, BEEHTNE TR John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears
RERE; FURRERHFRT . him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This joy of mine therefore is made full.
A 9:15  ERERA AT, FEPREREEREE, FREREZE? EHTF Matt. 9:15 And Jesus said to them, The sons of the bridechamber cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom
¥, FNEMATFEHERE, BHEIgEEL., is with them, can they? But days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,
and then they will fast.
% 6:1 Frol, RATERB T ARSI EBZ FombyiE, U hars, & Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be brought on to maturity, not
74, BB, TEIRE, REERHEFRT, E854, laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith in God,
B19:7  BMNEEZEKE, BEBAEH, EAZFBTHRERT, # Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
P EEHERFT . and His wife has made herself ready.

[A—] § Day 1
ABRAHFHPE—KN14~15, =—=2~3, I Christis the Bridegroom—Matt. 9:14-15; 22:2-3; 25:1, 5-6,
—Aa1, 5~6, 10: 10:
— EAFHY, RAALBLE 7 RAEH ARG IR K, A.In the whole universe the most pleasant person is Jesus as the
Bridegroom.

Z EE A%, “B¥HEe, A7 —4  B.John the Baptist said, "He who has the bride is the bridegroom"—]John
=29 Lk, 3:29a.

= IRERTAEA B T RAA—AKI 14~ 15, T=19: C.]Jesus presented Himself as the Bridegroom—Matt. 9:14-15; Mark 2:19:
| EEERT > BATER “BFNFE XFH--BEZ—9- 1. At the end of the Bible, we have the term the wife of the Lamb—Rev. 21:9.

2 HETE (£9—29) BREF » HE+F4 LRER 2. The Lamb of God (John 1:29) is the Redeemer, but the Lamb who took away
TIIERVEE V& BECIERA THSEER - (BT <) our sins on the cross is also our Bridegroom for the marriage (Rev. 19:7).

Falw
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W OAARE AR, HIMRRAEEN; &M14EA 4 D.Inthe presence of the Bridegroom, fear is nonexistent; when we touch the
Bl &, BEMAZINHIR, LBEHEMGT E, # Lord's presence, touch Him as the Bridegroom, we touch His loveliness,

FFad7ét; AL T R sweetness, and freshness; He is so lovely!

A FH—wOEHF—TiL, “F, AN TEH  EThe first stanza of Hymns, #170 says, "Lord, Thou art the lovely
PR, APPT E, K& RGBT E ARSI, Bridegroom, / God appointed, dear to us; / Thy dear self is so attractive, /
KCERTEZR! To our heart so beauteous!"

>~ ZMEFTEBERMGFRA DA 7 X (@ F. There are four ways (or aspects) for us to have the enjoyment of Christ as
@) our Bridegroom:

1 55— FATEHEPRIFER » ZZHBE—RJL 15 1. First, we are the companions in the bridechamber enjoying the Bridegroom—
Matt. 9:15.

2B BIRESR » XM ERNINER &+ 2.Second, we are the guests enjoying Him as our feast—Luke 14:15-17; Rev.
15~17B=20" +J.9- 3:20; 19:9.

3= BITREL  EZHIHRIE—K =1~ 13- 3. Third, we are the virgins enjoying the coming of the Bridegroom—Matt. 25:1-13.

4 F0 > BATRERE » 22 E 2R+ 4. Fourth, we will be the bride to enjoy the Bridegroom to the uttermost—Rev.
7o 19:7.

t FARITHN T @R ERE ISR EAE, G The direction of the Lord's move today is to prepare the bride as the

1 BB 69 A b 52 Ak OB 69 A R Ay K T B 4 BL— counterpart of the Bridegroom for the eternal marriage of the redeeming
7~8F, ——1~2, 9~10, God with His redeemed—vv. 7-8; 21:1-2, 9-10.
N BAVE BAUE, MEAHIRE LIRS R AL K4 H.We need to realize that as the Bridegroom the Lord Jesus is the coming
— Az One:
| AR A RA I EHETHETA - 1. He is coming to meet us as His bride.
2 ERIGHEREEEME R EE - 2. The revelation of the Lord's coming is included in His being the Bridegroom.
[(A_] § Day 2
A BAME A LA 1289 m #iX F—4k 1. We need to see and understand the maturity of the bride—2
B=18, FA29, #mW13, 15, k-~1, Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; Eph. 4:13, 15; Heb. 6:1; Rev. 19:7b;
Bt+HTTF, =—2, 9: 21:2,9:
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A.Revelation 19:7b says, "His wife has made herself ready."

B.In the maturity of the divine life, the lover of Christ becomes the
Shulammite (the feminine form of Solomon), indicating that she has
become the reproduction and duplication of Christ to match Him for their
marriage—S. S. 6:13; Rev. 21:2, 9-10.

C. The meaning of the word mature in Greek is "at the end point":

1. To be transformed is to be metabolically changed in our natural life; to be
mature is to be filled with the divine life that changes us—Heb. 6:1; Col. 4:12;
Rom. 12:2; 2 Pet. 1:3.

2. The last stage of transformation is maturity, the fullness of life—vv. 4-8.

3.A mature believer knows and cares for the Body of Christ, being Body-
conscious and Body-centered—1 Cor. 12:16, 18-19, 21, 24.

D.As used in the New Testament, the word mature refers to the believers'
being full-grown and perfected in the life of Christ, which they received at
the time of regeneration—Titus 3:5; 1 Pet. 1:3, 23; Matt. 5:48:

1. We should never be content with ourselves but pursue growth and maturity
in the life of Christ—Phil. 3:12, 14.

2.We need to go on, to be brought on to maturity by forgetting the things
which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,
pursuing toward the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ for the uttermost
enjoyment of Christ in the millennial kingdom—vv. 12-15.

3. The prerequisite for maturity in the spiritual life is to grow continually in the
divine life—Eph. 4:15.

4. The ultimate issue of the believers' growth and maturity in the life of Christ is
the full-grown man—the church as the Body of Christ growing into a mature
man—v. 13.

§ Day 3
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A OREER, HBERARXKRELAMEEAZ Z5r  E.Inhis Epistle, James uses the illustration of a farmer eagerly awaiting with
B d = R BIHE—A T long-suffering the precious fruit of the earth—5:7:

1 EEPEREf ERt AP EAE  fh—ayfk—RK+=3 - 1. The Lord Jesus is actually the real Farmer, the unique Farmer—Matt. 13:3.
2 YA TEE A EEFEARIEN » X i EA R E 2. While we are awaiting with long-suffering the Lord's coming, He, as the real

DN FEERATEL m EA R BN ) 200 =7 Farmer, is awaiting with patience our maturity in life, as the firstfruits and
MEZE—Et+mH4 14~ 15 harvest of the field—Rev. 14:4, 14-15.
3HATEHS > I RIREREEE " EERER 0 "5 3.1f we pray, "Lord, come back quickly," the Lord may say, "While you are
TR FEIREERE » W FEFERI T R awaiting My coming back, I am awaiting your maturity; only your maturity
IRIIACEN T > A Ref e Fkmg < 7 can hasten My coming back."
4 BATENEFFEL R - ER LS ERAUE 4.1t is a great help for us to realize that if we are serious about awaiting the
TR XN A AR HIER B - Lord's coming back, we need to grow in life unto maturity.
>~ RAAABFELBFRHNAEMER; TEZLZK  F To be mature is to have Christ fully formed in us; it also means that we
MEL TR A MG E—A 19, #E = 18: have been fully transformed into His image—Gal. 4:19; 2 Cor. 3:18:
I MBATS EANREL > Fii—EERATEEE 1. Since the time of our regeneration, the Lord has been working in us so that
T EEITE#EG 1871 ZJ)L29 - we may have His image—v. 18; Rom. 8:29.
2 ERFIEMIE G2 ERRIER > I EmE 2.When the Lord has fully worked His image into us and is fully expressed
S T HRAIHE » FA IR T — =16~ 17 ¢ through us, we will be mature in life—Eph. 3:16-17.
[AM] § Day 4
A KEABHRNE2LAREMMNHANGELE——Z I The church as the bride of Christ must be a warrior to defeat
25~21, <10~18, BtHT~9, 11~16: God's enemy—5:25-27; 6:10-18; Rev. 19:7-9, 11-16:

— KT H_FTATHLALBATTFEMGEHE A Colossians 2:15 portrays the warfare that took place at the time of
Pk iTi &8 i, AENTFERRFTE Christ's crucifixion; at that time the cross of Christ was the center of the
R LN universe.

Z BREFRGBN, A EFER—E  B.The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the kingdom of God—Rev.
+=10. 12:10.

= BROFENRYRNE, SNAAKGEN, A&  C. Spiritual warfare is a matter of the Body; we are a corporate army fighting
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the battle for God's interests on earth—17:14; 19:14; cf. 2 Tim. 2:4.

D.Christ will come as a fighting General with His bride as His army to fight
against Antichrist at Armageddon—Rev. 19:11-21:

1. When Christ comes with His army, He will come as the Son of Man—Matt.
26:64; Rev. 14:14.

2. As the Son of Man, He will need a counterpart to match and complete Him;
this counterpart will be His bride—21:2, 9.

3. Christ will marry the overcomers, who have already overcome the evil one.

4. The wedding garment—Christ lived out of us as our daily righteousness—
qualifies us not only to attend the wedding but also to join the army to fight
with Christ against Antichrist in the war at Armageddon—Matt. 22:11-12;
Rev. 19:7-8, 14.

§ Day 5

E.In Song of Songs we see that the overcoming lover of Christ becomes as
beautiful as Tirzah and as lovely as Jerusalem; however, to the enemy she
is as terrible as an army with banners—6:4, 10:

1.The lovers of Christ should be lovable and terrible at the same time;
however, many believers have lost their loveliness before the Lord and their
terribleness before the enemy—vv. 4, 10:

a. The lover of Christ is beautiful and comely before the Lord, as solid as the
heavenly city and as serene as the sanctuary; at the same time, she displays
the glory of her victory before the enemy and the world—wv. 4, 10.

b.The overcoming lover of Christ not only has a future that is full of
hope and a life that is absolutely heavenly, but she is also a victor who
constantly triumphs in her victory—3:7-8.

2. A terrible army signifies that the Lord's overcomers terrify God's enemy,
Satan—6:4, 10:
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a. The enemy is frightened by the church that is built up as the city of
God—Neh. 6:15-16; Psa. 102:12-16.

b.Satan is not afraid of individualistic Christians, even if they number in
the thousands, but is terrified of the church as the Body of Christ, the
corporate warrior fighting against him and his kingdom—Eph. 6:10-20.

§ Day 6

F. David typifies the warring Christ in the midst of sufferings (1 Sam. 25:28),

and Abigail typifies the warring church, fighting for God's kingdom in the
midst of sufferings (vv. 2-42):

1.From 1 Samuel 25 onward, Abigail was always at the side of David the
warrior and followed him in his wars—vv. 40-42.

2. Abigail's marriage to David typifies the church enlisted as an army for
warfare—Eph. 6:10-20.

3. The type of Abigail portrays the church's participation with the Lord Jesus in
spiritual warfare:

a.Not only must God's eternal purpose be fulfilled and the desire of His
heart be satisfied, but God's enemy must be defeated; for this, the
church must be a warrior.

b.Spiritual warfare is necessary because Satan's will is set against God's
will—Matt. 6:10; 7:21; Isa. 14:12-14:

1) Spiritual warfare has its source in the conflict between the divine
will and the satanic will.

2) As the church, our fighting is to subdue the satanic will and to defeat
God's enemy—Rev. 12:11.

3) Our spiritual walk is for the fulfillment of God's purpose, our living is
for the satisfaction of Christ, and our warfare is for the defeat of God's
enemy and to maintain His victory.
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WEEK 12 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:14-15 Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, Why
do we and the Pharisees fast much, but Your disciples do not fast? And
Jesus said to them, The sons of the bridechamber cannot mourn as long
as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.

[In Matthew 9:14-15, Jesus] answered [John’s disciples] not with a
doctrine but with a person. He referred to Himself as the Bridegroom! A
bridegroom is the most pleasant person in the entire universe. You say that
you fear God, you want to please God, and you like to serve the Lord—that
is good, but it is rather religious...In the presence of the Bridegroom, fear is
nonexistent. He is so lovely; He is so pleasant; we need not fear such a One.
Hallelujah, we have the Bridegroom! (CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “Christ versus
Religion,” p. 7)

Today's Reading

The Lord Jesus is...the Lamb who bears away our sins and accomplishes
redemption in a full way, and He is also the One with the dove who imparts
life into us and baptizes us with the Spirit. But besides all these, He is the
Bridegroom. Eventually, at the end of the Bible, we have such a term, the
wife of the Lamb (Rev. 21:9). This is a matter that is to some extent contrary
to religion and religious thoughts. The Lamb is the Redeemer,; but the Lamb
who took away our sins on the cross is also our Bridegroom.

Have you ever prayed in this way: “O Lord Jesus, You are so lovely; You
are my Bridegroom. Lord, I love You; I love You just as one who loves her
bridegroom”?...The Bridegroom is with us—we have His presence! We
not only have the presence of the almighty God but the presence of the
Bridegroom, the most pleasant person. He is so precious and so lovely.
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The Bible not only tells us that the Lord Jesus is our Bridegroom, but that
as such a person to us we are four kinds of people to Him. Matthew and Luke
tell us that He is the Bridegroom, and we are the sons of the bridechamber...
We love the Bridegroom...His presence is so good and pleasant to us...We are
companions of the Bridegroom in the bridechamber.

Second, we are the guests invited by God to the wedding feast of His Son
(Matt. 22:1-10; Rev. 19:9). God the Father is now preparing a wedding feast
for His Son and inviting many to attend it...We are feasting now...Whenever
we come into His presence, we realize that we have come to a feast.
Whenever we come together in a meeting, we must realize that we have
come to a wedding feast. The church meeting must not be just a meal but a
feast, and not an ordinary feast but a wedding feast.

Third, we are the virgins going forth to meet the Bridegroom (Matt. 25:1-
13)...In one sense we are with Him and we are enjoying Him, but in another
sense we are waiting for Him, and we wait for Him in the way of going forth
to meet Him. We all must be virgins and have nothing to do with this earth.
Our goal is His coming; our goal is Christ; we are aiming at Him. As such, He
is our real enjoyment.

In the first sense we are the sons of the bridechamber, in the second
we are the guests, in the third we are the virgins, and in the fourth we are
the bride. These four aspects are all for our enjoyment of Christ as our
Bridegroom. In the first sense we are the companions in the bridechamber
enjoying the Bridegroom. In the second sense we are the guests enjoying
Him as our feast. In the third sense we are the virgins enjoying the coming of
the Bridegroom. Eventually, we will all be the bride to enjoy the Bridegroom
to the uttermost. Thus, to enjoy Christ as the Bridegroom we must be four
kinds of persons to Him. By all these four ways we enjoy Christ so richly
and sweetly. May the Lord impress us deeply with all these four aspects and
bring us into the full enjoyment of Christ. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “Christ versus
Religion,” pp. 7-11)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “Christ versus Religion,” chs. 1—3;
Life-study of Mark, msg. 9
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WEEK 12 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be
brought on to maturity...

To be transformed is to be changed in our natural life, whereas to be
matured is to be filled with the divine life that changes us. We may be
transformed in our natural life yet not be filled with the divine life. Genesis
37 through 45 are a record of the process of Jacob’s maturity...In these
chapters we have the dealings in the last stage of Jacob’s life. The sufferings
he underwent here deeply touched his personal feelings. After these chapters
Jacob had no further dealings. Rather, he was fully matured, he was filled
with the divine life, and he had the expression of God and the dominion of
God. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1176-1177)

Today's Reading

Regarding the coming of the Bridegroom and our awaiting His return, the
first requirement is life...Christ’s coming is life because Christ’s life makes
us His bride. Without having Christ as our life, we can never be a part of His
bride as His counterpart and His increase. What we need in order to meet
Christ as the Bridegroom is not the doctrine of Christ’s second coming but
the life of Christ. We need Christ as our life, and we need this life to grow in
us all the time.

All genuine believers have Christ as their life (Col. 3:4), but many have
Him only in the initial stage. This life needs to increase in us, and the increase
of this life is the growth in life. The Song of Songs portrays the gradual
growth in life of the Lord’s lovers and their transformation in life. The seeker
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in Song of Songs is transformed stage by stage by the growth in life from a
mare among Pharaoh’s chariots to a lily, a dove, pillars of smoke, a couch, a
palanquin, a crown, and a garden that produces Christ in all His rich aspects
(1:9; 2:1, 14; 3:6-7, 9, 11; 4:12; 5:1). The garden becomes a city as God’s
dwelling place, which is beautiful toward God yet terrible as an army with
banners toward the enemy. Eventually, the city becomes the heavenly bodies
full of light and the Shulammite (6:4, 10, 13).

The word Shulammite is the feminine form of Solomon, derived from the
root meaning “peace.” In this book Solomon is a type of Christ. The use of
the name Shulammite indicates that in the maturity of Christ’s life the lover
of Christ becomes His duplication, His counterpart, the same as He is in life,
nature, expression, and function (but not in the Godhead) to match Him for
their marriage (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29). Christ as life grows in the seeker
and transforms her from a wild horse that pulls Pharaoh’s chariot to the
wonderful Shulammite. Such a transformation can be accomplished not by
doctrine but only by the growth and increase of Christ as life. This shows that
life with its growth and increase is for the Lord’s return.

To know Christ as the Bridegroom is more intimate and personal than
to know Him as the King or the Judge. Christ as the Bridegroom is our
Lover who comes not to judge us but to love us. Christ will return as the
Bridegroom to obtain His bride...As the Shulammite, the mature seeker is
the increase of Christ...We all need to be transformed into the Shulammite
as the increase of Christ, His reproduction. Transformation is not an
instantaneous occurrence but a gradual process. Thus, even though we may
not be the Shulammite today, as long as we remain under the Spirit’s work
of transformation, we will become the corporate Shulammite. In order to be
qualified to wait for the Lord’s return, we need life, including the growth in
life, the transformation by life, and the maturity of life. As believers, we have
life; however, this life needs to increase within us all the time. (CWWL, 1972,
vol. 1, “Preparing for the Lord’s Return,” pp. 401-402)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Preparing for the Lord’s Return,”
pp. 399-404; Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 92—94, 97—99
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WEEK 12 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

James 5:7 Therefore be long-suffering, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the farmer eagerly awaits the precious fruit of the earth,
exercising long-suffering over it until it receives the early and late rain.

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom | travail again in birth until Christ is
formed in you.

The Lord Jesus is actually the real Farmer, the unique Farmer. As we are
awaiting His coming, He, as the real Farmer, is awaiting our maturity. We
may pray, “Lord, come back quickly.” However, He may say, “My children,
mature quicker. While you are awaiting My coming back, [ am awaiting your
maturity...Only your maturity can hasten My coming back. You exercise your
long-suffering, and I exercise My long-suffering.” (Life-study of James, pp.
92-93)

Today's Reading

It is a great help for us to realize that if we are serious about awaiting the
Lord’s coming back, we need to grow in life. Most Christians today view the
Lord’s coming in an altogether objective way, in a way that has nothing to do
with our spiritual condition or spiritual growth. Their expectation is that one
day the Lord will suddenly come and that His coming will have nothing to do
with their maturity.

The illustration of the farmer in James 5:7 implies that the farmer is
waiting for the crop growing in the field to ripen. According to Revelation
14, the Lord is also waiting for the harvest to be ripe...This harvest will be
the issue, the outcome, of the Lord’s sowing of Himself as a seed. This was
accomplished during the Lord’s first coming, and it is described in Matthew
13. We need to realize that it is the ripening of the harvest that will hasten
the Lord’s coming back.
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When we are persecuted, we need long-suffering. Therefore, long-
suffering is an expression of our patience toward people. The prophets
were persecuted, but they were long-suffering toward their persecutors.
Endurance, on the contrary, is an expression of our patience toward the things
that afflict us. Therefore, when Job suffered affliction, he displayed endurance.

In his writing, James uses the Greek words for long-suffering and
endurance. While we are awaiting the Lord’s coming back, we need both long-
suffering and endurance because we face suffering from two sources. These
sources are persons who persecute us and the environment that afflicts us.

For the Lord’s coming back, we need long-suffering, endurance, and
the growth in life. As we are exercising long-suffering toward those who
persecute us and endurance toward afflictions, we need to grow in life. Then
we will be able to say, “O Lord Jesus, come back sooner. Lord, can’t You see
that I am growing in life? Today [ am growing faster than yesterday. Because
[ am growing, Lord, I ask You to speed up Your coming back.”

If we fulfill the condition of growing in life, the Lord will fulfill the
condition of coming back sooner. Therefore, we need to grow in life, and as
we are growing, to exercise long-suffering and endurance. This is the proper
way to await the Lord’s coming back. (Life-study of James, pp. 93-94)

We all know that the purpose of God’s salvation is to work in us so that
we may have His image (Rom. 8:29)...To be mature is to have the Lord fully
formed in us. It also means that we, those who have been saved, have been
fully transformed into the Lord’s image...Through the salvation of the Lord,
the Lord has added Himself into us. Since the time of our regeneration and
salvation, the Lord has been adding Himself into us, causing us to have His
life and nature. In other words, from the time of our salvation, the Lord has
been working in us so that we may have His image. When the Lord has fully
worked His image into us and is fully expressed out from within us, then
we will be mature in life. (CWWL, 1955, vol. 3, “The Way for a Christian to
Mature in Life,” pp. 295-296)

Further Reading: Life-study of James, msg. 11; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 424
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WEEK 12 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7-8 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. And it
was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean...

14 And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white horses,
dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

The church should be not only the Body to express Christ, the dwelling
place for God’s habitation, and the new man for the fulfillment of God’s
economy [cf. Eph. 1:22-23]; the church must also be a warrior, a soldier, to
defeat God’s enemy [6:11-13].

According to Revelation 19, the church is both the bride who is presented
to Christ and the warrior who fights with Him against God’s enemy. At His
coming again, the Lord Jesus will first meet His bride. After receiving the
bride, Christ and the overcomers will enter into battle against the enemy...The
Lord will ride on a white horse, and the armies which are in heaven will follow
Him on white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean (vv. 11, 14)...The
bride’s wedding garment will also be the uniform she wears as God’s army
to fight against His enemy [cf. vv. 7-8, 14]. Therefore, to have the wedding
garment is also to have the uniform. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 792)

Today's Reading

In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the church as the bride and as the warrior...
As the church, we are not only the Body, the dwelling place of God, the
kingdom of God, the family of God, and the new man; we are also the bride
and the warrior. As the bride, we must be beautiful, without spot or wrinkle,
and be clothed in fine linen. As the warrior, we must be equipped to fight
against God’s enemy.
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In God’s economy there is one army constituted of a corporate warrior.
This means that the warrior in Ephesians 6 is a corporate entity. Only as
a corporate entity, the Body, can we put on the whole armor of God...The
armor in Ephesians 6 is not for Christians as individuals; it is for the church
corporately as the Body. What this chapter reveals is not the believers
fighting as individuals but a corporate army fighting the battle for God’s
interests on earth.

Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter; it is a matter of the Body,
a corporate entity to fight the battle against God’s enemy. No soldier in a
modern army would enter into battle by himself. Rather, he would fight
as part of a well-trained and fully equipped army. After we have been
formed corporately into an army, we will be able to fight against God’s
enemy. God’s strategy is to use the church as His army to fight against the
enemy. Therefore, it is very dangerous to be isolated from the army. Only by
remaining in the army will we have the necessary protection.

Years ago, the Lord’s people regarded spiritual warfare as an individual
matter. But through the years we have seen that it is altogether a matter
of the church as God’s corporate army. If you separate yourself from the
church, you will be defeated. Satan’s strategy is simply to isolate you from
the church as God’s army:. It is crucial for us to realize that spiritual warfare
is a Body matter. If we realize this and stay with the church, we will be
victorious. The battle is not for us as individual believers; it is for the church
as God’s army.

When we are in the Body, we actually do not carry on the spiritual
warfare; we simply enjoy it. Instead of struggling in the battle, the battle
becomes an enjoyment. Because we pray in spirit to apply all the aspects of
Christ as the armor, spiritual fighting becomes an enjoyment...Psalm 23:5
says, “You spread a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries.” This
indicates that the battlefield is a place of feasting. We feast in the presence
of the enemy, enjoying Christ as reality, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation,
and the living word of God. We enjoy Him and apply Him by praying in spirit.
(Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 793-794, 796)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 63, 74, 97
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WEEK 12 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

S. S. 6:4 You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, as lovely as Jerusalem,
as terrible as an army with banners.

Eph. 6:12-13 ...Our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies. Therefore
take up the whole armor of God...

Ultimately, the lover becomes a terrible army with banners and the
Shulammite (S. S. 6:4b, 10b, 13).

When we become one with God to be God’s dwelling place, we are as
beautiful as Tirzah and as lovely as Jerusalem in the eyes of God. However, to
the enemy this lover, this overcomer, is as terrible as an army with banners.
Banners indicate a readiness to fight and also mean that the victory is won...
When she becomes as beautiful as the moon and as clear as the sun, she is
also as terrible as an army with banners (v. 10).

When she becomes the garden, she is nothing more than a garden, but
when she becomes Tirzah and Jerusalem, something is built up to show God’s
beauty and God’s loveliness. At that time God’s enemy trembles because this
little country girl has become an army with banners. A terrible army signifies
that these overcomers of the Lord terrify God’s enemy, Satan, and become
terrible in the eyes of God’s people. An army fights the battle for God’s
kingdom in the degradation of God’s people to be the overcomers answering
the Lord’s call (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3,
“Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” pp. 346-347)

Today's Reading
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[In Song of Songs 6:4] the Lord is viewing the believers from heaven, from
within the sanctuary. Hence, this is something which happens within the veil.

Tirzah is where the palace is (1 Kings 14:17). Jerusalem is the city of
the great King. Tirzah signifies the heavenly sanctuary, the dwelling of God.
Jerusalem signifies the heavenly Jerusalem. The Lord is examining our
heavenly nature and life within the sanctuary. In that Jerusalem everything
is comely, and in that Tirzah everything is beautiful, because both are
God’s new creation. Today believers are already displaying the beauty and
comeliness of the coming sanctuary.

Weapons are the most important thing to an army in battle, whereas the
banner is the most important thing in victory...An unfurled banner signifies
the glory of victory. This verse indicates that the maiden is beautiful and
comely before the Lord, as solid as the heavenly city and as serene as the
sanctuary. At the same time, she displays the glory of her victory before the
enemy and the world. A life within the veil is not just a life before the Lord,
but a life before the enemy, because the heaven in which the saints dwell
is the very heaven which the enemy assails. God has no intention for His
believers to possess only the heavenly beauty without possessing a warring
nature. The heavenly warfare is never abated before the Lord.

Believers ought to be lovable and terrible at the same time. Believers
today have lost their loveliness before the Lord, and they have lost their
terribleness before the enemy and the world...The Bible often mentions the
terribleness of the Lord; He is terrible because He is holy. If we maintain our
holiness and victory, we will see the enemy retreating and the world standing
back. But believers today have sacrificed their terribleness, and neither men
nor demons are afraid of them any longer.

“Terrible as an army with banners.” Not only does she have a future that
is full of hope, and a life that is absolutely heavenly, but she is a victor who
constantly triumphs in her victory. She is “terrible as an army with banners.”
She goes from victory to victory. Do you know such a one? Have you seen
her? (CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” pp. 96-97, 101)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song
of Songs,” msg. 12; CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 4
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WEEK 12 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:10-11 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His
strength. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand
against the stratagems of the devil.

Rev. 11:15 ...The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

On the positive side, in the first five chapters [of Ephesians] the church is
portrayed in many ways for the fulfilling of God’s eternal purpose. On the negative
side, the church is seen in chapter 6 as a warrior for the defeating of God’s enemy,
the devil. To do this, the church must put on the whole armor of God.

In 1928 Brother Nee held his first overcomer conference on spiritual
warfare. In that conference Satan, the evil one, was exposed to the uttermost.
Brother Nee pointed out that in the universe there are three wills: the divine
will, the satanic will, and the human will...God’s will, being self-existing, is
eternal, uncreated. As created beings, the angels also have a will. One of these
angels, an archangel, was appointed by God to rule the universe that existed
before the creation of Adam. Because of his high position and his beauty,
this archangel became proud. This pride gave rise to an evil intention, which
became the satanic will. Therefore, in addition to God’s intention, God’s
will, there is a second intention, a second will, for now the satanic will is set
against God’s will. All warfare has its source in this conflict of wills. (Life-study
of Ephesians, p. 515)

Today's Reading

We do not know how much time elapsed between the rebellion of Satan
and the creation of Adam. We simply know that at a particular time, God
created man and endowed him with a human will that was free. It is because
of God’s greatness that He gave man a free will...By giving man a free will,
God was indicating that He would not force man to obey Him.
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In Genesis 2 we see that man was free to exercise his will to eat either of
the tree of life or of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. These two
trees represent the divine will and the satanic will, respectively. Hence, in the
garden there was a triangular situation, with the tree of life representing the
divine will, the tree of knowledge representing the satanic will, and Adam
representing the human will. Actually, the tree of life denotes God Himself,
and the tree of knowledge denotes Satan. Therefore, there were three
persons—God, Satan, and man—each one with a will.

Through repentance man can turn from the satanic will to the divine will,
from Satan’s side to God’s side...Any sinner who desires to be saved must
obey these three commandments: he must repent to God, believe in the Lord
Jesus, and be baptized in water. To repent is to have a turn from the satanic
will to the divine will.

From the day we were saved, our Christian life has been a life of warfare.
The same was true of the children of Israel after they made their exodus
from Egypt...They were saved in an atmosphere of warfare. As soon as they
came out of Egypt, the fighting began. Pharaoh and his chariots pursued
the children of Israel, but God came in to fight for them. After the children
of Israel had passed through the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army had been
overthrown, God’s people triumphantly praised Him for His victory over the
enemy. The Israelites proceeded to fight their way through the wilderness,
and they continued fighting in the good land. Their history thus reveals that
the life of a saved one is a life of warfare.

As the new man the church should walk according to reality and by grace
and...as the bride the church should live in love and in light. However, not
only must God’s eternal purpose be fulfilled and the desire of Christ’s heart
be satisfied, but God’s enemy must be defeated. For this, the church must be
a warrior. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 515-517)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the
Divine Trinity,” ch. 20
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